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Unschooling & Resource Rich Environment Approach 
 
Good afternoon. This is Kerry Beck with HowtoHomeschoolMyChild.com and this is another 
one of our workshops in Approaches to Christian Homeschooling Series, How to Choose 
Christian Homeschool Curriculum for Your Children. 
 
We’re going to go ahead and just jump on in. For those of you that haven’t been with us, these 
are some of the topics that we had covered. Today we are talking about unschooling or a 
resource-rich environment approach and next week we will finish up with Christian leadership 
approach. 
 
Actually I’m going to take – sort of show you how I chose the way I homeschool. I was very 
eclectic and actually I took the things that I’ve learned about all of these approaches, tried to pick 
the best of each one and then I was doing some research also on leadership and that’s how I 
came up with this Christian leadership approach. I don’t know that it’s one that’s really espoused 
a lot but it is one that I truly believe in. 
 
So it is a little bit of a combination of what you see here but especially from a Christian 
perspective and to raise our kids to be leaders and Godly leaders. 
 
Well, in the past, we have talked about classical education, giving our kids the tools of learning, 
a love of learning so that they could be lifelong learners. 
 
We talked about the Charlotte-Mason approach and using living books, making education 
something real to our kids, developing good habits in our kids, so that they could also go on to be 
lifelong learners. We talked about unit studies and really tying that into real life, how education 
should be a part of our real life on a regular basis. 
 
Then last week we talked about the principle approach or I like to call it a biblical worldview 
approach and as we study all the different subject areas, looking at it from a biblical perspective. 
 
Today we’re going to be talking about unschooling and there are a lot of things that come to 
mind probably when you hear the word unschooling, some good, some bad. Some people will – 
I’ve personally thought originally, well unschoolers are just too lazy to educate their kids, take 
their kids to school. So they call it unschooling and they just let their kids do whatever they want. 
 
Not that that’s really true the more I’ve done research. There are other unschoolers who have 
their kids very well-prepared and go to college. So where does unschooling fit into all these 
approaches to homeschooling and especially where does unschooling fit in Christian 
homeschooling? Because that’s what’s unique about this workshop series. We are talking about 
homeschooling from a Christian perspective and looking at each one of these approaches from a 
Christian perspective. Just like we talked about last week, when we teach our kids, we ought to 
be doing it from a Christian perspective in all subject areas. 
 
When we choose how we homeschool, we ought to be doing it through the greatest scripture. So 
let’s look. John Holt is sort of the founder of unschooling and here’s what he has to say. 
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“What children need is not new and better curricula but access to more and more of the real 
world; plenty of time and space to think over their experiences and to use fantasy and play to 
make meaning out of them; an advice, road maps, guide books to make it easier for them to get 
where they want to go. Not where we think they ought to go and to find out what they want to 
find out.”  
 
Now there’s a lot in that quote from John Holt. There are some really good things that he has to 
say because I believe that kids do need better resources. They need road maps, guide books. We 
ought to be providing them with excellent resources so that they can learn and they ought to use 
fantasy and play and imagination. We talked a lot about that when we talked about Charlotte-
Mason. But there are some concerns especially as Christian homeschoolers because he says we 
want them to go where they want to go, not where we think they ought to go and to find out what 
they want to find out. It becomes a very child-centered education or approach to Christian 
homeschooling. 
 
So let’s just leave that for a second and let’s look at something that Harvey Bluedorn wrote in 
Teaching the Trivium. I would like to read a quote. It’s actually on page 282 of this book 
Teaching the Trivium. I have mentioned Teaching the Trivium in the past especially when we 
talked about the classical approach. It’s probably one of my very, very favorite books on 
homeschooling. You want to see a list of my favorite books on homeschooling? Look on my 
blog, HowtoHomeschoolMyChild.com/Blog.  
 
Last week, I posted my top 10 homeschooling books and let me find that quote. OK. Where 
unschoolers differ from other homeschoolers is the extent to which we let children be responsible 
for their own education. Unschooling is centered around the idea of learning with the student as 
the center of action and the source of activity rather than on the idea of teaching. 
 
A better way to state the unschooling position is that children should not be forced to learn 
something against their will. Unschooling does mean that parents have consciously decided to 
leave many, most or all decisions about what and how to learn up to the learner. 
 
So he has really come from a different perspective and let’s talk about some of these ideas that 
Harvey writes in Teaching the Trivium. He says that children should be responsible for their own 
education. Now I’m not saying that people – adults should be responsible for their own 
education. I don’t know that a seven-year-old – there are a lot of things that a child needs to 
learn. I don’t know that they need the responsibility of their own education. 
 
It also says it’s centered around the idea of learning versus teaching. Now, I may agree or 
disagree with Harvey on this because I do think learning is very important and I don’t know that 
as a child we need to always be just teaching them. 
 
But I do think we’re the adult and we need to be making decisions for and about the child. He 
also says that children should not be forced to learn something against their will and let’s just 
take a look at this. John Holt basically says that we want to make it easier for them to get where 
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they want to go and to find out what they want to find out and not where we think they ought to 
go. 
 
So we want to follow only what they want. I don’t know that God wants us to be raising kids that 
get everything that they want and that learn only the things that they want to learn. 
 
I think we do need to teach them some responsibility and the ideas of authority and obedience to 
authorities. I’m not going to go through all the details of what that encompasses but I think that 
our family, our home and our homeschool as Christians should not be child-centered. It’s a 
concept that we learned when we talk about parenting. 
 
The child is not the center of the home. If your child is always the center of the home, we’ve got 
a problem. God is the center of the home and we need to be going to God to find out how to raise 
our kids but also what types of things do we want our kids to learn in our homeschool. 
Unschooling does mean, he says, that parents have consciously decided to leave many, most or 
all decisions up to the learner. 
 
Now I think children need to take baby steps to make decisions and to learn to make wise 
decisions. We will be talking a lot about that next week. To be able to do that, you give them 
opportunities to make some decisions. But do they make every decision there is about what 
you’re schooling and what you’re learning? I don’t think so. 
 
So what I would like to do is take a twist on this and look at another way that we could approach 
the unschooling. Before we do that, let’s take a look at what the bible has to say. It says on 
Proverbs 29:15, “A child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.”  
 
If we leave our child up to doing whatever he wants to do, he will bring shame upon the house 
and specifically upon the mother and most of us on here today are the moms. So I think there is a 
time that we need to simply tell the child what he is supposed to do and those are the boundaries 
that we give them and children are comforted when they have boundaries in their lives. 
 
If you choose to go purely unschooling and just let the child do anything they want, I would 
really encourage you to go to scripture and see where in scripture we’re supposed to – we need to 
let our kids do that and how to do it from a Christian perspective. 
 
I like to do what I said earlier. Take a little twist on this and talk about a resource-rich 
environment. That is one thing I learned from Bluedorn that we still want to have good resources 
like John Holt talks about and how could we do a – maybe a modified version of unschooling. I 
think this is also very appropriate at those younger ages and again I will talk a lot about that next 
week, when to do it, and how to make good decisions so that our kids grow up to be leaders. 
 
I think it’s very important that we mentor our kids as they are self-directed. We might even teach 
them how they can direct their own education. Find something they’re interested in and then 
mentor them in that topic or model, learning for them. So that doesn’t mean you just give them a 
bunch of books and let them discover on their own. You are a mentor and you’re coming 
alongside. When they’re younger, you may even do more modeling than mentoring. 
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We need to mentor with our students to make good choices and set goals because in a self-
directed study, you do need to make good choices. You need to have goals of where you’re 
headed in your education and so we as parents can mentor our students in doing that. 
 
Guide our kids into skills as they pursue their interest and I think this is where it goes back to 
maybe we want more of an interest-directed study, very similar to our unit study but with a little 
bit of a twist. It’s not maybe everything – maybe your science is one topic and maybe your 
history is another topic because you have a child interested in two different ideas, concepts, areas 
of interest. 
 
I think it’s important that we do have lots of books around them. If you don’t have bookshelves 
in your house for your kids’ books, then I would encourage you to get some bookshelves and 
start collecting. You don’t have to spend a lot of money. Go to the library sales. We used to be 
able to get a bag of books for like $10. Now I was picky. I went in and found the books that I 
wanted but there are ways to acquire books for inexpensive amounts. 
 
Use the library. Have a section of your bookshelf that’s dedicated only to library books and when 
your child takes it, he needs to put it back on that one shelf and that’s just a training procedure, 
building good habits with our kids. 
 
You can’t necessarily see it in the picture but I think it’s important that on the lower shelf, you 
have books for your younger kids especially if you have toddlers. Put your board books down 
there so they have access to them. 
 
As you go up the bookshelf, maybe those are more for your older kids. Your kids need to be able 
to reach the books that they are reading. Have plenty of art supplies and project supplies on hand. 
So that as you are studying a topic, you have art supplies and you can make a project based on 
whatever the topic happens to be. 
 
If you are studying let’s see – let’s say you’re studying insects. Well maybe you’re going to 
make an insect collection, so you will need some Styrofoam and straight pins or a board of some 
sort that you can pin your insects on and then you’re going to leave space. The kids are going to 
maybe type out or write out the names of the insects and maybe learn more about those insects. 
Maybe even write a little paragraph under each one. That’s a project. It’s a learning project. They 
will learn a lot from it but it would be nice to have all the – a variety of your general supplies on 
hand. 
 
I would encourage you to be doing lots of science experiments based on what your kids are 
interested in. Now I was not like super unschooler but I will say science during the young ages 
really up until high school, we just picked a topic. We found science experiments. We found 
books and had fun with it. My kids loved it. One time they were really interested in animals. So I 
bought a dissection kit, actually hired a college student who was a – I think she was a vet or med 
school student. She came over and once a week, I paid her to dissect one of the animals with the 
kids. 
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So they enjoyed that. So science experiments are a great way to do it and most of our kids are 
genuinely interested in nature around them or how things work in our world. So have science 
books in your library of books at home or get science books from the library. Have science 
supplies. I had a box that was mostly science supplies with magnifying glass and a little 
microscope and dyes and all sorts of your normal science experiment supplies. 
 
Now what if you have multiple children? How can you do this with lots of kids? You might 
choose one area of interest for the whole family and everyone works on that together. Very 
similar to the way we talk about unit studies or maybe letting each child take a choice and 
choosing what you’re going to study. You might keep an interest inventory of what your 
different kids are interested in. Now you may have a time period where you’re letting each one 
of them study what they are interested in themselves. 
 
Some of that really depends on you as a mom and how you operate and how much you can 
handle with your kid studying a variety of topics. It doesn’t have to be monthly. Maybe you just 
keep a Post-it on the refrigerator and whenever your kids are interested in the topic, you write it 
down and you will have a whole list of topics for each child, a little Post-it for each child. 
 
You would provide some sort of activities and resources, so that in some ways, it’s similar to a 
unit study but they may – you may have a lot of activities and resources but you may let your 
child decide what they want to do when it comes to what they’re studying. 
 
Let’s say that you’re going to study slavery or the Civil War. Well you may have your kids 
reading about slavery in an encyclopedia or textbook or reference book from the library. You 
might say you could read a biography about a slave or here’s a documentary we got from the 
library about slavery. Write a letter as if you’re a slave owner. Write a poem about slavery. 
Create an act out of a play with slaves and the slave owner. Maybe do a web search on slavery. 
Make a shadowbox depicting a plantation and slaves or draw or sketch a theme depicting a 
plantation and slaves. 
 
You should present all the possibilities then you let your child decide. That’s part of modeling 
and mentoring. You are helping them because they’re not going to come up with all those ideas. 
You will need to guide them along, like we said on the previous slides. Then I mentioned this 
last week, Grace Week. That is where you teach for three weeks. You take a week off and we 
talked about that in relationship to unit studies. You could do that with unschooling if you don’t 
feel comfortable doing this all the time. 
 
Then you can have some family-directed learning, interest-directed learning. Now I will go back 
to say that I think unschooling or resource-rich environment works best with younger children. I 
was reading a book earlier today actually about a mom that uses unschooling during the early 
years and then she uses a more traditional approach in high school and so when they are young, 
it’s all interest-directed. 
 
That’s what I would really encourage you. If you’re interested in unschooling or resource-rich 
environments, I would spend a lot of time during those early years just letting the kids be 
interested in a topic. If they’re going to write, if you want them to learn to write, they’re going to 
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do better writing about a topic they’re interested in than one you assign them. Sooner or later, 
they’re going to have to learn how to write on the topic they may not be interested in but that can 
be in tenth grade. When they’re 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12, let them choose their own topics. It’s OK. 
They will learn to write more quickly and I think they will write better if you let them choose 
what they’re interested in. 
 
Now I wanted to talk a little bit about lapbooking because I think lapbooking is an easy way to 
present the information that your children are learning in unschooling. So let me just share some 
ideas and you may be going, “I’m not quite sure what a lapbook is.” 
 
That is a lapbook, a picture right there. More of a primary lapbook and they’re studying the letter 
D but it’s basically a large book made by the children or the child with lots of smaller books 
that’s inside it. Each book that’s inside will cover a different topic or area about the main topic. 
 
We often would use manila folders and you could see there are colored manila folders and that 
makes a very nice, sturdy lapbook and then you can cut out all the pockets and pieces and glue 
them down to the lapbook. I’ve also seen it in a – you could even do it like in an art notebook 
and you could keep – that would be more notebooking but you could still do it where there are 
little pockets and you could actually have several lapbooks in one of those art sketchbooks 
because the sketchbook paper is heavier than just regular paper. 
 
Now you see the one for D. Maybe your kids are learning about Ancient Greece and you might 
have a little pocket or a little booklet inside about the Olympics, one about the Parthenon, one 
about food, one about slavery, one about architecture and art, whatever you’re interested in 
learning about Ancient Greece.  
 
Now you might choose to have one of these notebooks or lapbooks for each child or you may 
choose to do it for the whole family. So basically your lapbook is going to record what is 
learned. Some of the ideas that you will include in your lapbooks are maybe vocabulary words, 
concepts that they’re learning, timelines. This is speaking more generally than a specific topic. 
 
Realize that all your vocabulary words don’t need to be done in one day. Maybe you have a 
pocket in there and then you’ve got slips of paper inside it and each slip of paper has a new 
vocabulary word or here maybe the D word. 
 
So everyday for a week, they put a new word in there. Maybe they learn new vocabulary words. 
Let’s go back to Ancient Greece and by the end of the week, they have to use all of those words 
to write a paragraph about Ancient Greece. 
 
To me that is the best way to learn vocabulary is to require your children to use their vocabulary 
words in their own writing. You might have a timeline and you might be filling out the timeline 
across the top of your lapbooks as you are studying Ancient Greece or you may have other 
concepts. Maybe you’re learning about the culture, the food, the slavery, the architecture, the arts 
and you have a pocket for each one of those. 
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You do need to, I would say, have the right resources. I mentioned this earlier that you don’t 
want to be running around for a half an hour, trying to gather all the supplies you need. Have a 
box and we go get one of those big Rubbermaids and all our art supplies were in one. All our 
science supplies were in another and you’re like, “Well, I don’t know what I need.”  
 
Obviously you’re going to need scissors and glue here and I would have lots of pairs of scissors 
and glue or glue sticks because you will be using a lot of that. You will need colored paper, 
construction paper or card stock. You will need folders or large art books for working in. You 
will need colored pencils or felt tips, small ready-made booklets of different shapes and sizes. 
You can see some of them here and I will show you on the next slide some other pockets that 
you can use. 
 
Envelopes are a great thing to put in this bucket of supplies because if you have an envelope, you 
can glue down the side that we normally address and then the flap is showing at you and you can 
open the flap and insert slips of paper, index cards, whatever. 
 
I would also keep a Ziploc with things like ribbons, stickers, rubber stamps, glitter, art supplies, 
fun ways to decorate your lapbooks and then if you’re studying a particular topic, you may be 
pre-printing some images of some source that you’re going to use. 
 
I would also in this box have a box of giant Ziplocs so that your child – they’re not going to 
necessarily have everything glued down everyday. So they have a Ziploc with their lapbook in it 
and all the pieces, so they don’t lose them from day to day. 
 
They may be working on something. They pull it out and they forget to put it back in their 
lapbooks. It all goes back in that Ziploc and each child or each lapbook, you have a Ziploc. Now 
color code your folders so that maybe all your history folders are red. All your science lapbooks 
are green. All your math lapbooks are orange or whatever color you want to use. That way, one, 
they’re easier to find and you know whether they’ve pulled out the right lapbook or not. 
 
I don’t know what the next – yeah. Well have fun, relax and enjoy the process. Our kids learn as 
much through the process of learning than memorizing and regurgitating a bunch of facts and 
information. So I think the process of learning and researching and writing is just as important 
and you as mom need to have fun with it and relax and enjoy it. It is a fun way to learn. 
 
On a side note, I did talk about – last week, I was going to talk about resting and relaxing in your 
homeschool and I’ve decided to postpone that until next week. So I didn’t skip it this week. I’m 
just going to wait until next week to do that. 
 
Now so how do you get started? I would encourage you – I don’t know if you’ve heard of a mind 
map but a mind map is sort of like a spider web. I used to use this when I taught writing and you 
would put the main concept in the center circle and then you would have a bunch of spokes off 
of it, sort of like a wagon wheel and then you would pick different – I would say subtopics and at 
the top of each one of those wagon wheels or the spider webs is another circle with another topic 
and let your kids sort of brainstorm some of the topics that they want to study and they may say 
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something like – let’s say we take Ancient Greece and they’re talking and you’re saying, “OK, I 
want to talk about the people there.” 
 
So you have a subtopic of people and then like – oh, how about Play-Doh? Well, you don’t make 
that another subtopic. That’s another little spoke off of the people one and you write Play-Doh if 
that’s something they tell you or maybe they have a spoke that goes to food and someone 
mentions something about olive oil. Well you’re not going to make olive oil another subtopic. 
That’s a subtopic of food. 
 
You don’t have to keep it in an outline form. It’s a circle and you can add to it anywhere you 
like. That’s a mind map and that’s a great way to get started and the folder would be the center, 
the major topic, and each of the booklets would be the subtopic. 
 
You’re looking for ways to get started learning. I would encourage you to maybe go to YouTube 
and look for videos. I found some really good videos that will demonstrate whatever topic it is 
you’re learning. Another place would be Flickr if you need some images that you want to use on 
your kid’s notebook. Just look at the license that’s provided. 
 
For instance, the picture you’re looking at right now is from Flickr and that’s why it has 
someone’s name at the bottom, CottonRidgeHomeschool.com. 
 
So that’s sort of how you could go about it. Now you’re probably going, “OK. I sort of have an 
idea.” Here are two more pictures that might help you see how it works. On the left, that’s the 
inside of a lapbook. Let me see if I can get my mouse here. You will see there’s a fold here and a 
fold here. 
 
So this folds into the middle and this folds into the middle. So they did not use a manila folder. It 
sort of folds in front, together. But you will also see several different kinds of pockets. This is 
sort of like – I don’t know. I’m sure there are official names for pieces of a lapbook. 
 
But I would call this like a fan and so all of these pieces of paper are stapled here. Then it looks 
like there are different topics here. This looks like it’s Ancient Egypt or archaeology, ancient 
civilization. So here’s a booklet. I’m sure you open it up and you learn more about tools. This 
timeline my guess is folded back and forth, sort of like the Post-its go back and forth but it would 
be real paper. 
 
So it zigzag folds like this and then that timeline could probably – oh! So this would open all the 
way up and you would be able to keep a record of the timeline. Here’s just a map and so then 
they’ve got little pictures they’ve added. 
 
This is a word that you can open it up and more information is on the inside. Now the only tricky 
thing that I’ve taught – your kids are making these. They need to know how to fold paper one 
way or the other. 
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Here’s the one thing I did teach my kids when we did some lapbooks. This is a big piece of paper 
right here and it’s folded down the middle and we called it a hotdog fold because it folded over 
like a hotdog, long and skinny. 
 
Now if it were more square like this, and it was folded like this, it’s one big piece of paper and 
fold it here. That’s a hamburger fold. Isn’t that tricky? 
 
Just a cute little way to help your kids remember how to fold the paper. So if you have a large 
piece of paper here, regular paper, if you fold it long and narrow, it’s a hotdog fold. If you fold it 
across this way and it’s two sort of squares, that’s a hamburger fold.  
 
This is another fun way to learn information. Basically it’s a big square piece of paper but they 
folded it a little different. They folded each section in and that looks like this was actually printed 
out. It may have been a premade lapbook piece but you could do anything you want. On the 
outside, on the other side, probably a word or a name or something. Probably I’m going to guess 
compass and then when you pull up that little tab, it tells what a compass is and then the child 
has written some information about it. This one probably says longitude and when you open it 
up, there’s more information. We’ve got latitude and – I can’t read that. 
 
That is another way for your kids to record the information that they are learning. This is fun. It’s 
hands-on, tactile. Most kids want to learn and be making things and doing things. You have a 
few that want to just sit and read or sit and listen. But I would say a lot of kids really enjoy this 
type of tactile learning and I would highly encourage you to look at lapbooking. I’ve got some 
resources at the end that I will share with you. 
 
Now let’s talk about the unschooling approach, generally unschooling. The strengths are it will 
capture the child’s teachable moments. It has access to the real world. Little if any planning by 
the teacher. Now that’s unschooling. If you were doing a resource-rich environment type 
approach, I would say you are going to do a little bit of planning, maybe not as much as another 
type of approach. It will really narrow down on your kid’s individual interests and it will be very 
interest-directed homeschooling. 
 
I think you can really go in-depth on a topic. You can spend as long or as little bit of time as you 
want on a particular topic. But I will say when a child learns and is mentored in self-directed 
learning, they will learn to solve some problems and develop new ideas. So I think it is a way – if 
you are truly mentoring your kids in this and modeling learning, then I think your child can 
really develop some new thinking strategies and ways to think. 
 
Some weaknesses, it could be very obviously child-centered. You will need to curb that. Your 
child only does what he or she wants to do, I would say that’s not very good especially from a 
biblical perspective. Can be overly optimistic about what children will accomplish on their own 
if they are left to learn on their own. 
 
It can neglect the role of a parent as authority. We talked about the importance of children 
learning to live with authorities in their life because God has given each one of us authorities that 
we need to live within. 
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There may be a neglect of some subjects if all we do is just what that child is interested in 
although they may be very interested in history one year and science the next year. So you will 
have to sort of play it by ear and see how you want to handle that. Very unstructured and 
sometimes it is very difficult to explain to others, those grandparents. They’re not going to 
understand what you’re doing. 
 
Sometimes if you have a lot of kids, it’s difficult if each one of them is studying on their own 
and you’re trying to mentor with each one of them all these different topics. That can be a little 
stressful for mom. 
 
Now roll commercial break. This is the last day that you can vote. Actually there’s only two 
more hours so I won’t pester you again. But if you get a chance and want to go vote, I would 
appreciate it and then they will be announcing the top 25 homeschool bloggers. So that’s the 
URL. 
 
So let’s talk about a resource-rich environment approach and how you would do that. I do think 
that you can do this and follow your child’s lead but you will need to come along beside them 
and model or mentor as the child learns. 
 
Lisa Rivero is an author and she said many children will naturally learn in their free time. We 
just call them obsessive interest. So if they are interested in something, you follow their lead and 
then model and mentor how to learn about that particular topic. 
 
Then you do need to have resources for them. So I would encourage you to read aloud regularly. 
We’ve talked about the use of bookshelves in your homeschool and the use of library books in 
your homeschool. I think you should give your children a variety of writing opportunities and 
writing instruments.  
 
So maybe they do type some writing ideas on the computer but maybe we have special markers 
that they’re using. I just realized I misspelled that word, didn’t I? Opportunities. 
 
But you do want to give them a variety of opportunities to write. Maybe they write a poem or a 
story or they have their definitions and they come up with their vocabulary words and then 
they’re required to include them in a paragraph. Maybe it’s a quick, little synopsis of a book that 
they’ve read or a book review. So give them a variety of writing opportunities. 
 
Maybe you have map collections especially National Geographic. There are lots of good maps 
there. You can get online and download some of those. Board games and card games, we talked 
about this on Tuesday night with Dr. Linda and she talked about learning by playing and in her 
experience and in her studies, she really did have some good ideas about the importance that kids 
play and they don’t even realize they’re learning. I included a picture here of some of the games 
that we offer as resources in history. 
 
The Revolution Game, Presidents Game, Civil War Game, so there’s a World War One Game 
and a World War Two game that we have. My family learned the battles of World War Two 
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playing the World War Two game. So they didn’t read a book and memorized it but to win the 
game, you had to know – you turn the card over and you had to know where it was on the map. 
 
So not only were they learning the battles, they were learning the locations of them on the map. 
Each one of these games has a map and then little flashcards and you can play at different levels. 
They just [0:34:45] [Indiscernible] whatever battle or president with the map or the poster that 
you’re using. They may have to give specific information, the date of the battle, who won the 
battle, something about – some information about the battle. All of that is on the back of the flash 
cards.  
 
Lots of different board games and card games or go to StrongLearningStore.com/Games and you 
will see some packets of games that Dr. Linda has put together just for our group and she has 
even put them on sale and they are primary games with addition, subtraction, site words, 
consonants and vowels, all that. 
 
Then she has some intermediate words like with contractions and fluency, a multiplication and 
division. So those are fun ways for kids to learn. They don’t even know that they’re learning. 
 
Puzzles are a great way to learn, great way to grow your child’s mind. Have a variety of music 
and art. I would really encourage you to have classical music and I think the Classical Kids series 
is a great way for kids to learn about music. Have books of art or even have works of art that you 
can have your kids use and copy. 
 
High quality movies and educational programs. Those could be on YouTube. I don’t know how 
high quality they all are or you might find them at your library. You might find them online. You 
might find educational programs on the history channel or on discovery. We had a lot of those 
and at the time we had VCRs and I would take some of those so my children can watch those in 
the future. 
 
Also I would encourage you to – in math, you may be going, “How do I do math in 
unschooling?” Help them find bargains. Cook with you. Look at floor plans. Math is all around 
us so it shouldn’t be too hard. If your kids are interested, they can learn math as they’re going 
shopping and maybe they have a certain budget of money that they can spend. 
 
Household activities, just doing chores around the house can teach them some character as well 
and I think that’s just as important that they learn character or maybe they’re interested in 
learning how to build it on to the house or maybe they’re interested in learning how to paint. 
There are all sorts of things you can do there. 
 
You might let your kids check their own work if they’re doing some work that’s checkable. The 
best advice I would give you is to enjoy your child everyday, learn with your child everyday. So 
there is a little discrepancy there. You’re not necessarily teaching but you are learning together 
with your children. I learned so much while I was teaching in our homeschool. I was learning as 
much as the kids. I was a sponge soaking it up because I didn’t learn a lot of this information 
when I went through school. 
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Then learn from your child everyday. You would be surprised some of the things that they will 
learn and concepts and ideas that they will teach you. I really like the picture there. I don’t know 
if they are cooking. It looks like it with their chef hats or if they’re sciencing or what but they’re 
having a lot of fun. So learn with your kids. 
 
Now I’m not saying make a big mess every single day but enjoy your kids especially when 
they’re young. Have fun with them. Don’t worry about all the scope and sequence. Just continue 
to read with them and do projects and that type of thing and they’re going to learn a lot. 
 
Now some resources that you might use, I still like Teaching Writing: Structure and Style. It 
comes back to letting your kids – whatever they’re interested in, then finding one of the units, 
whether it’s maybe writing a little report about bats and maybe they have two or three books they 
read and you can – there’s a unit in there about how to write a paragraph with two or three 
resources. You follow their guidelines. It’s so easy. Maybe your children are interested in ballet 
and so you let them write a story about a girl in ballet. 
 
So you follow their guidelines on how to write a story. Just a great overall program. I have 
written a book called Raising Leaders Not Followers: Biblical Perspective of Leadership 
Education. 
 
I will be talking about this next week and I’ve talked a little bit about it today saying, “OK, next 
week I will go into more detail.” This is all about – the first part is all about just raising our kids 
at all ages to be leaders but the second half of the book is specifically about young children and 
letting your homeschool take an interest-directed route and so you could probably get a lot of 
ideas on interest-directed learning. 
 
Hop off the Conveyor Belt, there are tips and stories from me but also from hundreds of 
homeschool moms and that will probably help you as well. A Journey through Learning, you see 
the picture. One of their covers is a company that produces lapbooks, like pieces, and it tells you 
how to make the lapbooks and what to go study, that type of thing. That would be great. I highly 
recommend Truth Quest History and Truth Quest – I’m sorry. Journey through Learning has 
produced Truth Quest lapbooks and so you can follow their guides there. 
 
Then finally, Great Science Adventures. That is where I was first introduced to lapbooking and I 
don’t remember how many guides they have but there are all sorts of lapbooks that you can make 
based on different topics and they give you all the pieces, tell you where to fold. Excuse me. Let 
me get a drink just a moment. 
 
OK. You were to fold and how to put it all together and then they tell you, “OK. Now you’re 
going to go learn about a specific topic and they will tell you what that topic is and how to do it.” 
 
I said finally. Here’s really the finally. I have a new Pinterest board, 
Pinterest.com/HowtoHomeSchool with lots and lots of ideas in there. There’s one I really like 
called Edible Homeschool and so that has a lot of fun ideas of ways you could learn in just a 
natural way. So you might just check out that Pinterest board.  
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Now look at the goals for each of your children, goals for your family and just see how a 
resource-rich environment would help you meet those goals and then you might see if you could 
use lapbooks next year in your homeschool and if you can, maybe go ahead and start making 
some plans for that or maybe you’re not homeschooling this summer but maybe you would like 
to do something educationally. Use lapbooks. Choose a topic they’re interested in and maybe 
produce a lapbook and just spend the whole summer on one lapbook.  
 
Now we are going to take some questions. Again, I’ve had some information on my blog and 
then on our Facebook. We’ve been having some good discussions there. 
 
Let’s just go back there. Let’s take questions first. So if you have a question and you want to put 
it in the question box, go ahead and put that in and I will be happy to answer that and like I said, 
if you want to discuss something, maybe we don’t get to a question or maybe you think of a 
question after this talk, you can send it to me and we will probably put it on Facebook and have a 
discussion. But if you have a question about resource-rich environment or unschooling, go ahead 
and put it in there and I would be happy to address that. 
 
All right. Not getting any questions. So for next week, we will be talking about Christian 
leadership approach to homeschooling. We will be talking about resting in God and that will be 
next Thursday, June 20th at 4 o’clock Eastern Daylight Time. I do have one question at one of 
the Pinterest boards. Let me just back up. 
 
The Pinterest board is Pinterest.com/HowtoHomeschool. I do know I’ve got over a thousand, 
maybe over 1500 pins, on that particular board and they are categorized by subject areas, by 
holidays. Like if you were studying 4th of July, there’s a whole board on that. 
 
Then some other boards and I’m really thinking I’m going to talk about I have a board for each 
of the approaches. I have approaches to homeschooling, just a general one, but I might break that 
down into some separate boards. 
 
So that’s Pinterest.com/HowtoHomeschool. So any other questions you might have? Well, if you 
don’t have any more questions, I’m going to go ahead and close it out. I thank you for coming 
today and spending a little bit of time with me this afternoon. I know you’re busy and you could 
be in a lot of places but I appreciate your time and I will talk to you next week when we’re 
talking about Christian leadership approach to homeschooling and resting in God. 
 
I’m Kerry Beck with How to Homeschool My Child and Approaches to Christian 
Homeschooling. Have a great day! 
 
 


