
Approaches to Christian Homeschooling: Classical Approach 
 
 
Hi, everyone, this is Kerry Beck with How To Homeschool My Child. This is the 
second workshop in our series on approaches to Christian homeschooling. How to 
choose Christian homeschool curriculum for your children. I’m so happy that you 
joined us today. Let’s just take a look, most of you know what our schedule is, it’s 
online, but this is the second of seven workshops. Today we’re going to be talking 
about the classical approach to homeschooling. You can see that we’ve got several 
other topics coming up in the future, but today’s topic is all about classical 
education and how you can use classical education in your homeschooling. 
 
Last week was our very first workshop. We talked about defining what education  
is and what an educated person is. It makes a huge difference. If you don’t know 
where you’re going, how are you going to know if you’ve gotten there? 
 
So the next step after defining your education and defining an educated person is 
determining your goals. That was basically what our homework was over the 
week, was to be able to write down what an educated person is and what your 
goals are. Your overall big goals, not necessarily annual goals or ones for specific 
kids. 
 
I also encouraged you to pray a lot because God is really the one that’s going to 
guide you and direct you, I’m not. I am simply presenting some information that I 
have discovered and things that have worked for us, but you still need to listen to 
the Holy Spirit, see what he’s telling you to do in your homeschool. 
 
Also, I would encourage you to discuss it with your spouse. He may not be real 
involved in the day-to-day going on, which mine never was, but a lot of times you 
can sort of see, you can hear what he has to say, or he can hear what you have to 
say, and then be able to move forward from there and help you make some good 
decisions. 
 
Now if you are a single mom, I’d encourage you to find an older mom. If possible, 
another homeschool mom that you could just bounce some ideas off of. If you 
can’t think of anyone, send me an email, give me a call, let’s talk, let’s see how we 
can help you be sure that you’re sort of going in the right direction for your family. 
 
Let’s go ahead and talk about John Gatto. John Gatto is an amazing individual. 
 



Before we talk about him, let me just make one comment. There is a question box, 
feel free to put questions there, but I probably won’t answer them in the middle of 
the workshop, so we’ll take care of those at the end of the workshop. 
 
Let’s move back. John Gatto has written several books. The first book I ever read 
of his was The Underground History of American Education. He’s also written a 
book calling Dumbing Us Down. So you might be going, “Well, who is this man?” 
John Gatto was New York City’s Teach of the Year and New York State Teacher 
of the Year, I believe twice. He was very good at teaching in the public schools. 
But what he shares in most of his books is it was basically a racket and it was very 
easy to manipulate, to be successful as a teacher without truly educating your kids. 
In fact, he had an administrator come in one time and before the administrator had 
come into the room, he had already taught the kids that when they raised their hand 
with someone else in the room, you raise your right hand if you know the answer, 
you raise your left hand if you’re not sure of the answer. I mean, that is really 
manipulating the system, but he was able to do that and to look very good to 
parents and other teachers and administers. 
 
Within a year or two of receiving those awards, he basically quit and said, “There 
has got to be something better, there has got to be something else that we need to 
be doing with our kids.”  
 
He basically talks about education and school and he says, “Real books educate, 
schoolbooks school.” Think about that—real books educate, schoolbooks school. 
 
Now from my personal experience and if you don’t know this, I was a public 
school teacher for six years, I taught fifth grade, I loved it. I felt like it was more of 
a mission at the time, but I really think that that just in a nutshell sense what’s 
going on with schools. Schoolbooks school, textbooks school, we talked about 
textbooks last week. We talked about the traditional approach to school, which is 
the public school system, I would say. Not necessarily historically two or three 
hundred years ago, I’m talking about this last century. 
 
The government schools are not about the business of educating our kids, it’s just 
one huge industry that they have got to keep going, that’s managed by government, 
they’ve got people employed, they’ve got to keep that going. I don’t know that 
textbooks really are the way to be educating our kids and today we’re going to be 
starting our first of several non-traditional approaches to homeschooling. 
 



I think homeschool moms have a unique opportunity because they can educate 
their kids in a very unique way. They can tailor their homeschool to their family’s 
particular needs and not defined by our society. 
 
Our schools are indoctrinating our kids with their values, not our values, and if you 
think that just because you go to a really good school and your kids are learning a 
lot of information they’re not getting indoctrinated, you need to think again. I’m 
probably preaching to the choir, because most of you are probably homeschoolers. 
But there is an agenda and most parents don’t see the subtle agenda that’s going on 
in the public school. 
 
When you do go to school, you’ve got to just go through the procedures of school, 
teaching to the test, or some school district standard instead of truly educating your 
kids. It’s interesting, they have all these programs set up, but my daughter actually 
does teach first grade and she has had to fight to get help for some of the kids that 
really need help outside of her classroom. She has worked individually with lots of 
those kids just so that they are able to read by the time they leave first grade. 
 
One of my desires as a classroom teacher was that I could have a class set of 
books, of classic books. I was never able to do that. I wanted real books. Once I 
started homeschooling, that was the first place I dove off. I decided my kids were 
going to read real books instead of schoolbooks. 
 
Let me share a quote from this book, A Different Kind of Teacher. John Gatto was 
teaching a workshop in, let me see, he was teaching a workshop in Southern 
Illinois University and he was talking about the basic skills of a good life, as he 
understood them. Toward the end of the workshop, a young man rose up and 
shouted, “I’m 25 and I don’t know how to do anything but pass tests. If the fan belt 
broke on my car on a lonely road in a snowstorm, I’d freeze to death. Why have 
you done this to me?” He really sums up what is going on. He was able to pass 
tests, he was able to do very well in school, but he wasn’t very prepared for life. 
 
John Gatto immediately recognizes that. He just says, “He’s right, I’m the one who 
did it as much as any other teacher who takes the time young people need to find 
out what really matters. I did it innocently and desperately just trying to make a 
living.” I think that’s true of most teachers, I don’t think they do it to be in your 
face. 
 
The irony in this is this young man had two college degrees and his degrees were 
shrieking at Gatto, that going to school really doesn’t matter except in some 



fantasy sense. Because we all know that people who do very well in school also 
have their share of suicides, bad marriages, family problems, unstable friendships, 
the feelings of meaningless, addictions, failures, heart bypasses. What on earth is 
going on? What did they miss by being well schooled? 
 
Now, like I said, I’m probably preaching to the choir, but I want you to see that 
there are other ways to educate our kids than just a textbook. Does going to school 
matter if it uses up the time you need to learn to build a house or grow vegetables 
or make a dress or even love your family hard enough you don’t need to switch 
them on and off like a TV set.   
 
Education matters, of course, but only flim-flam artists try to convince you that 
school and education are the same thing. That’s really the basis of this entire 
workshop series, is to show you that school and education are not necessarily the 
same thing. 
 
You may want to just sort of think through this over the next few weeks as you get 
ready for the next school year. I know some of you school year round, but as you 
get ready for the next school year—I always needed a break—think about some of 
these ideas and what we’re going to talk about. 
 
Let’s just move right on. We have many different non-traditional approaches, we 
have the classical approach, which we’re going to talk about today in depth, 
Charlotte Mason approach, Living Books, which is going to talk about character 
and living ideas and narration and science studies. Charlotte Mason was born in the 
19th century and we’ll be talking about some of her views on education with **** 
[0:10:03.6] studies, which basically, to me is the real life way we learn things. If 
you don’t understand something, you basically are doing a unit on it. Well, how 
does that work mathematically? How does that work, do I need to write some stuff 
out? Do I even need to get online and type some things up? A unit study takes into 
account all different subject areas around a theme. 
 
Then we have the principle approach, or what I like to call the biblical world view. 
How did we study all these different areas and give our kids Christian principles or 
a biblical world view in those subject areas? 
 
I’m going to talk a little bit about un-schooling, and I have some real concerns 
about John Holt’s view of un-schooling, but I very much believe in a resource rich 
environment, which I think that is more loose schooling than un-schooling.  
 



Then finally we’re going to end up with Christian leadership and how you can 
raise your kids to be Godly leaders who can make a difference in our society. 
 
So let’s get started. This particular workshop is about classical homeschooling. 
When you hear the word classical education, what do you think of? I mean, just 
think for a second, what does classical education mean to you? For most of us, or I 
don’t know, what I used to think of was the old pen and ink drawings of some kind 
of schoolmaster from the 1200s teaching some kind of classical something. I didn’t 
really know. I would say classical education—besides Charlotte Mason—was one 
of the first approaches to homeschooling that I really studied. We do have one 
person that said, “Choral chanting,” which is sort of the thing about the monks, if I 
understand correctly. I know one of the churches we went to, we actually did some 
chants, and I wish I could think of the name of them—Gregorian chants, which 
would also go back to sort of a classical approach. 
 
I’d like to sort of give you a whole different view of it and say classical education 
is not dull and it is not boring but it can be very exciting and if it’s done right, it 
will give your kids the tools of learning and a love of learning. 
 
I think the problem is we go about educating or schooling our kids and we take all 
their love for learning out by about the age of seven and eight. Hopefully we can 
give you a different view from a classical perspective and from a Christian 
classical perspective. 
 
Let’s start with Dorothy Sayers. I don’t know if you’re familiar with Dorothy, but 
she was an educator in WWII times. She believed that the schools were teaching 
everything except how to think and she decided she was going to do something 
about it. She started studying how were kids educated historically and she came 
across this classical approach to homeschooling. She was a huge success. Her kids 
were a huge success. Her kids were truly educated in that they had tools to learn, 
they enjoyed learning, and they had a love of learning, they could think for 
themselves, and they could go on to be productive in society. More than just 
learning a trade, a skill, a profession. 
 
You might think, “Well, of course, she has rich kids,” or, “Of course, she’s in a 
private school.” Well, she was in inner-city Chicago, very difficult kinds in the 
‘40s to work with. They didn’t have a good attitude about school. 
 



Sayers took what she learned and started applying them in this inner-city school. I 
don’t have it in front of me, I want to say she was probably lower high school, 
upper junior high ages, but don’t quote me on that. 
 
She really worked on what is, I would say, getting our kids to read, to write, and to 
think for themselves. I think we can learn a lot from her; she’s written an essay 
called The Lost Tools of Learning, you might want to jot that down. The Lost Tools 
of Learning, she really talks about, shares her research and then how she was able 
to apply it. Because a classical approach to homeschooling is very similar to a 
liberal arts education.  
 
So don’t turn me off yet, what do you think of when you hear of liberal arts? 
Probably some liberal person in college that’s spouting off philosophy and history 
and that kind of thing. This is not liberal in the sense of Democrat/Republican 
political views. This is liberal arts, because the liberal arts will liberate you from 
the teacher. The goal of a classical education or a liberal arts education is to 
liberate or free your student from the teacher. 
 
What is the goal of our public education? For our kids to be totally dependent on 
their teachers or their boss or someone else to tell them what to do for the rest of 
their lives? We have a whole reverse thinking. Our whole goal is that our kids can 
be liberated, they can be free from their teacher. They can learn on their own, they 
can love learning, they have the tools to move forward. 
 
So a classical approach to education is going to be that liberal arts education and 
they are going to have a goal of apprehending truth, goodness, and beauty, and 
finally acquiring virtue and wisdom as an older student. That sounds very similar 
to what I suggested last year, my definition of education was to cultivate wisdom 
and virtue through nurturing the soul in truth, goodness and beauty. 
 
Why do we do that as Christians? So that we and our children can know, glorify, 
and enjoy God. 
 
The ideas of truth, goodness, and beauty are repeated over and over in classical 
Christian education. What is truth? We always based everything on God’s truth, 
the Bible. What is good, we see that also in the Bible, what is good? And then we 
will see that in history and literature and science. What is beautiful? Well, just go 
outside and you can see some of God’s beauty. You’re going to, in all our subject 
areas, pull these ideas out for our kids to realize and to seek. 
 



I know that all of that sounds very abstract, we are going to bring this down to nuts 
and bolts, so let’s just get started and let’s talk about the seven liberal arts of 
classical education. 
 
You know, our society is very caught up in skills and I think they missed the idea 
of truth, beauty, and goodness. When they use the first three liberal arts, which are 
called the Trivium. I think we can approach our education in a whole different 
manner. 
 
Let’s talk about that first one, and one thing I really like about the Trivium is it 
follows the development of a child. When kids are young, you teach them a certain 
way. You’re going to teach a 6 year old differently than you teach a 12 year old or 
an 18 year old. So just follow along and see if you can sort of match up the child’s 
developmental stages with these first three liberal arts. 
 
The Trivium first consists of what I would call the grammar stage. These are kids 
younger than I would say 12 years old. This is a time period when they are going 
to be acquiring knowledge, facts, information. It’s called the grammar stage 
because it’s just like grammar in language. Grammar is the foundation, it’s the 
building block of all types of writing and verbal expression. You’ve got to have a 
good grammar foundation to move forward. So that’s what we want to do with our 
kids when they’re young, we want to give them a good education foundation.  
 
It’s really ironic that up until this century, we called those schools, the first schools 
that our kids went to, grammar schools. Kids didn’t go to an elementary school, 
they went to a grammar school because they were, that school was setting a 
foundation for learning, a foundation for education, for the rest of their lives. They 
knew and they understood what a grammar school was all about and what grammar 
was all about. Because you see, there is grammar, there is grammar and language 
and that’s all most of us know about, but there is grammar of history, there is a 
grammar of science, there is the grammar of character, and this is the time when 
we want our kids to be developing Godly character, to develop self-discipline, so 
that it’s not mom and dad constantly telling them to get something done. We want 
to develop a work ethic. This is more than just cramming a bunch of facts in their 
head, it’s sort of a full-orb view of growing our kids and giving them a good 
foundation for life. 
 
I think character is vital during this time period and sometimes we sort of forget 
that there is a grammar stage of character building and there’s a grammar stage of 
Bible. During this time, the kids aren’t going to learn facts. You know, I still 



remember the Bible verses very well that I learned as a young kid, and I think 
that’s because our brain was developed to memorize facts. That’s the time they 
may learn the states and capitals, that’s the time they may learn dates or maybe 
historical time periods, they learn ancient Egypt and the people that are involved in 
that and ancient Greek and the significant people and then ancient Rome and the 
Middle Ages and Renaissance and Reformation, Exploration, beginnings of 
American history, modernity—they can learn all these concepts. Do they need to 
know how and why? No, their brain is not thinking abstractly. Their brain at this 
time is very concrete. Their thinking is very concrete. So we want to give them 
concrete ideas to memorize. 
 
You know, kids at that age love to hear a story in a book over and over. If you have 
ever been around a five, six, or seven year old, they never tire of hearing the same 
story over and over. We do because we think abstractly. They don’t because they 
think concretely.  
 
When they memorize a verse or a song with maybe the parts of speech, they will 
sing that song over and over and over again, and they want to share it with 
everyone around. I can’t remember, I think it was the Direct Objects song that my 
kids learned and they were like, “I can’t get that out of my head,” and I’m thinking, 
“That is the point, it is in your head. You may not understand what a direct object 
is, it receives the action,” but they knew what it was and when they were starting to 
use direct objects, they were, “Oh! Oh! That makes sense!” but it was at an older 
time period, an older age when they were actually applying what direct objects are. 
 
Another thing that classical education and it usually is known for Latin at this time 
period, and I’m not saying you need to learn Latin, I am very glad that my kids 
learned some Latin, I’m glad that I learned Latin, because as I study foreign 
languages, it makes life a lot easier. I think my kids understood writing and 
grammar because they had learned Latin. So that would be another thing that 
would sort of characterize classical education at this time period. 
 
Now, in later grammar, I don’t have it broken down, but I would say later 
grammar, say 10 and 11, the light bulb comes on and abstract thinking begins to 
happen. I still think they’re in that grammar stage at that time. There are some 
people that believe that at the age of 10, it’s time to start teaching the next stage, 
but I have a little concern about that and I’ll talk about that in a minute. 
 
At this stage you want to continue to show your kids truth, goodness, and beauty in 
all you do, in all the areas of homeschooling. 



 
The next stage is logic and this when they begin to understand. Yes, they can think 
abstractly at age 10, but I really don’t think that inquisitiveness, that reasoning, that 
analytical thought, happens until about ages 12 or 13.  
 
What I have seen, and this is just my viewpoint, is some people that teach classical 
approach to homeschooling want to sort of put everything in this nice little box. 
Okay, we’re going to spend four years in the grammar stage and that will cover all 
of history. Ancient one year, medieval the next year, exploration and early 
American the next year, and modern the next year. Then the next four years are the 
logic stage and we’re going to do all that all over again, and then the last few years 
are the rhetoric stage, and we’re going to do all that all over again. They need 12 
years and they need to divide it up evenly just to make their curriculum work.  
 
I don’t know that that’s really good, and like I said, this is just my personal view. I 
think kids in the later grammar stage do have understanding, but I’ve had three 
kids go through this and none of them at 10 years of age can think like they can at 
age 12 and 13. Their minds just aren’t that great. 
 
Not to brag, but my kids have done great as far as schooling and all the academics 
ahead of them and getting on the honor roll in college. I’m not saying they were 
ahead of anyone, but a lot of us think, “Oh, our kids are so smart so they are 
already in that logic stage.” 
 
I would just caution you to not push your kids too early. My kids didn’t want that. I 
wanted that, I wanted to brag on them, I was like, “You all want to graduate from 
high school early?” They looked at me like, “Why?” I have seen some of my 
friends try to get their kids to graduate early or make them graduate early so they 
can say, “Oh, my kid started college when they were 16 or 17 years old.” I just 
think that is extremely rare situation and I think we need to let our kids be kids. So 
as they move from grammar to logic, I think we need to be careful that we’re not 
cramming in logic and stuff into them before they really need to. 
 
Now, this particular time period, I like to say, when your kids are arguing a lot, and 
I know they do at 10, but when they are really trying to craft an argument, that is 
the logic stage and that’s the time you need to start giving them a formal logic 
class. If they are going to form logical arguments, you want to teach them how to 
do that correctly. You don’t want them having circular reasoning. You don’t want 
them using fallacies in their argument, so teach them the proper way to set up an 
argument. They will use that verbally, but they will also use it in written form, and 



they will use it socially and maybe at church and around the dinner table. Help 
them to begin to see how to think logically and how to express themselves 
logically. 
 
The other thing is just understanding. Really understanding say the cause and 
effects of different wars. Understanding things in science and how and why. The 
questions how and why are used a lot in the logic stage. In grammar stage we’re 
about the who, what, when, and where questions. So logic is going to move up a 
little step in abstract thinking. 
 
We want to equip our kids with language and thinking skills so that they can detect 
the fallacies. Some people will continue in Latin, possibly in Greek and Hebrew. 
They will be reading essays and arguments and criticisms instead of just the 
literature that they did in the grammar stage. Like I said, they’ll be interpreting 
events and that type of thing as well. I think they will really tie together some of 
the ideas and it will start to all fall in place. 
 
Once again, as they do those logical arguments, as they form those logical 
arguments, continue to show them truth, goodness, and beauty in those arguments, 
in their how and why questions. You can draw that out. 
 
Then finally we have the last stage of the Trivium, which is the rhetoric stage, or 
what I would call wisdom. I personally think this starts about age 15-ish. This is 
what kids can use language, both written and spoken, eloquently and persuasively. 
This is an opportunity for them to really delve in and develop their communication 
skills.  
 
I think discussion is probably one of the biggest things that you can do at this 
stage. For us personally, we kept a reading journal and every day our kids were to 
write in the reading journal and then we would discuss some of the concepts that 
they were writing. At first it was just very literal, very grammar-staged journal 
writing, but eventually they would start to write about what they taught about the 
book they were reading, instead of just regurgitating and telling me that’s what 
they had read. 
 
You may be going, “We’re homeschool, I don’t have 20 people to have a 
discussion with!” and you’re absolutely right, you probably don’t have 20 people 
to have a discussion with. Have you ever heard of a dinner table? Dinner tables 
make the best discussions. That’s what we used over and over again. We actually 
used some curriculum in the upper ages where Steve and I would listen to some 



lectures based on what the kids were studying and then that would help us be able 
to talk about some of the concepts that we were studying, because they were going 
through that time period in literature and history and writing and science and 
philosophy and Bible and theology. They were going through all of that at one time 
and we could pull out ideas that we wanted to talk about. 
 
It does mean that Mom and Dad have to sort of have an idea of what’s going on, 
and we’ll be talking about that in a second. But dinner-time discussions, we still to 
this day have dinner-time discussions. When my kids come over, we can get into 
some pretty deep discussions and I think that’s an excellent and easy way, even if 
you have a single child, you can have a discussion. Three people make a 
discussion, even two people make a discussion if you want to. So don’t rule out the 
rhetoric stage just because you’re homeschooling.  
 
Well, that was only three liberal arts, what about the other four liberal arts? Well, 
next I want to talk about the Quadrivium very quickly. The Quadrivium consists of 
mathematics, music, astronomy, and geometry. You may be going, “What in the 
world is music doing in the middle of math, astronomy, and geometry?” Music 
really consists of a lot of mathematics. I’m not going to go into it, I’m not a 
musician, I’m not that familiar with it, but I do know that music, that math plays a 
big part of music. You’re probably going, “Okay, but you just spent 12 years going 
through grammar, logic, and rhetoric, and now you’re just now talking about 
mathematics? Does that mean you don’t teach math until afterwards? You don’t 
teach astronomy or geometry until afterwards?” 
 
I think that’s a really good question and I’d like to just digress just for a second and 
talk about when should you teach math? Should we teach math early age, five or 
six years old? Or should we teach it later, maybe after 10 years of age. I really 
encourage you, you know, I really didn’t think about this much until our youngest, 
Hunter, was starting first grade. The Bluedorns [phonetic], Harvey and Lori, were 
staying with us for a couple days and she really questioned me on what he was 
doing for math. It really made me start to think about when should you teach math? 
Should I be teaching in the early age or should I be teaching in the middle age, the 
grammar, logic, and rhetoric? Where does math play a part? I really haven’t 
mentioned math yet. 
 
So what I did was I went back and I looked a little bit at the history of teaching 
math. I’m just going to share a few thoughts. These come from some different 
essays on the history of teaching math. For centuries, sons of nobility and gentry 
did not study math. Mathematical teaching was unknown at that time. Kids could 



not divide 2021 by 43, or I should say the ordinary boy, because most boys were 
the ones going to school. 
 
This next picture shows Eton College and for those of you that aren’t familiar with 
Eton, Eton is the poshest school in England, it’s where the princes go to school and 
you can see, we’ve got a current picture and an older picture. There was no such 
thing as a teacher of arithmetic in schools like Eton.  
 
This continued in Germany, math was only available in commercial classes like 
trades and skill classes. 
 
Moving back to Germany, at Eton, math was not compulsory until 1851. The poor 
boy sometimes studied it but the rich boy did not need it.  
 
That gives me a lot to think about, that math really wasn’t taught at an early age, it 
wasn’t even compulsory until the 1800s. I’m not saying that we don’t want to teach 
math, I’m just saying that we need to think about what’s the best use of our time. 
Possibly waiting to teach math a little bit later would help our kids and we could 
spend our time a little bit better on vocabulary and language. Most of us know, the 
best time to teach a kid a foreign language is when they are young because that is 
when they are developing in language skills. Yet we want to section off an hour a 
day to teach math. 
 
I’m just going to tell you from my own experience what we did. Hunter was about 
six years old and I decided to take him off of all math. He did not do math 
workbooks, or math curriculum until he was about 11 or 12 years old. Within a 
year or two he had completely caught up and done all the grades that he had just 
missed. You’re right, I mean, I was sort of surprised and yes, it was an experiment 
on my own child, but does that mean he never used math in his life? No. He used 
math all the time, he could probably answer math questions faster than his sisters 
could. I think one reason, if they really developed a hate for school, and I think 
sometimes when we are cramming all this information into our kids at a young age, 
we take that love of learning out and by the time they’re seven or eight, they don’t 
have that excitement any more. 
 
I really think that happened with my middle daughter, Gentry. I took her off of 
math when she was in the sixth grade and didn’t start her again until the next year 
and the number one reason I did it is she had such a bad attitude about math and I 
just thought, maybe this will change her attitude. 
 



Now, I don’t know if she ever fell in love with math, but she did tolerate it better. 
When she started again, I gave her a times table and I said, “Here is your times 
table, use it any time you want.” I was tired, I had every contraption there was to 
learn those multiplication facts. She was just going to learn it when she was ready 
and when her mind was ready to learn it.  
 
By algebra and high school, she was fine. She knew all those times tables. All that 
to say is, even if your kids love math, and Hunter loves math and science, he 
actually won a math award in high school, he was a great math student. You would 
say, “Well, if they’re good in math, we ought to be doing that.” No, I personally 
didn’t think I should. I wanted to spend more time on reading, on language, on 
having fun with my kids, encouraging a love of learning. 
 
So I think that really does tell nicely with classical education. Just a little thought, 
something you can think about, and if you want some more information, let me 
know, I can send you some links and everything and I’ve got some resources at the 
end of this workshop to help you as well. 
 
Before we talk about really the details of classical education, I would like to say 
that one way I really like to talk about classical education is through mentoring. 
This is Thomas Jefferson, he was mentored by George Wythe back in those days. 
Let’s face it, most American men at that time were mentored by someone else. I’m 
not talking about mentoring like in a job, I’m talking about mentoring 
academically in education. Most statesmen at that time were mentored, they had 
mentors and they were the students and they would read classics and they would 
write about those classics and they would discuss those classics. That’s what I 
mean by mentoring, or classical mentoring. 
 
I would say Thomas Jefferson is one of the greatest American minds ever. It 
wasn’t just writing that he was able to do and come up with the Declaration of 
Independence. If you ever go to his house in Virginia, you can see all the 
inventions that he’s made as well. So he is really sort of an American Renaissance 
man and I really like this. This is one thing that we did especially in those older 
ages, we would really classics—classical education—we would read classics 
together, we would write about those classics together, and we would discuss. 
 
You’re like, “Well, how can I find a mentor?” You really don’t need to look very 
far because you are the mentor and I was the mentor. Homeschool moms are the 
mentor. If you love education, if you are educating yourself, if you’re learning 
yourself, it’s going to rub off on your kids. 



 
Tell you a little story, my son went over to visit the Lightheart’s [phonetic] in 
Idaho and his dad has written a lot of books on literature as well, and the first time 
he went over there, they walked into his dad’s library, floor to ceiling, every wall 
space is covered with bookshelves and books on the floor and books on the table 
and the desk and everywhere. Hunter’s first words out of his mouth were, “My 
mom would love this room.” He knew that I loved to read, I loved to learn, and I 
have always loved to learn. 
 
So they knew what I was about and hopefully that is rubbing off on them. Another 
side note about Hunter is he was a math and science person and he did not like 
history. That’s probably why I spent more time with him at the beginning to try to 
encourage history. He says today he didn’t like history until he was in high school. 
Give yourself time, even though I loved it, he didn’t like it until later on. 
 
One last thing, just about from a Christian perspective. Titus 2 is sort of the verses 
we go to when it comes to mentoring older women, you know, should be 
mentoring younger women and it says the older women should be teachers of good 
things, goes back to truth, beauty, and goodness, that they admonish the younger 
women to love their husbands and their children to be discrete, chaste 
homemakers, good, obedient to their husbands and that the Word of God may not 
be blasphemed. Sort of encapsulates what we’re talking about, truth, goodness, and 
beauty. Likewise we need to exhort the young men to be sober minded in all 
things. They need to have a pattern of good works, indoctrinated showing integrity, 
and reverence, and collectability, sound, speech that any of your opponents, they 
would have nothing evil to say to you because you would have goodness and truth 
and beauty in your arguments. 
 
Just something to think about, you might want to go back and look at those verses 
in a little more in depth. 
 
Let’s talk about the classical approach, what are some of the strengths? It does 
teach character and wisdom or virtue and wisdom, cultivating truth, goodness, and 
beauty. It provides many opportunities to learn how to think. I’m going to go 
through it quickly because obviously it’s written there and I can read to you, you 
can read it as well.  
 
Here’s one of my favorite things: Besides number one, truth, beauty, and goodness, 
I think it’s very tailored to the stages of mental development. I think we try to put a 
critical thinking skills book in front of six or seven year old and they just don’t 



think that way. Why spend your time doing that? Let’s spend our time doing what 
they are good at that stage of learning. 
 
I do think it creates self-learners. I think if you follow the Trivium, they will have 
the tools of learning. If you don’t start cramming a lot of stuff down them at the 
beginning, they will also love learning.  
 
I also think it’s obviously produced some great minds in history. It can be rigorous, 
and so for some kids, as they get older, you may have to do an adaptive version if 
you’ve got someone that’s got some learning disabilities, but I think you can work 
with that. 
 
There is actually a lot more prepared curriculum out there every single year. Again, 
it develops independent thinking, it is flexible to early ages, as we’re going to 
share, and I think there are plenty of opportunities to discuss ideas which I think 
encourages our kids to learn how to think. 
 
So what are the weaknesses? I think it might overemphasize sometimes ancient 
disciplines and classics. We can spend so much time on the classics that we never 
move forward to some of our own American heritage, and I think there is a balance 
there. 
 
On the other hand, I think the American schools have completely discounted the 
classics and the ancients, I think because they realize, or at least the higher-ups, 
realize that is what gives you a liberal arts education and that is what will free you 
from your teacher. 
 
Like I said, sometimes this may be rigorous and you have to look at what works 
with your family and see if mom fits into this. 
 
Finally, I do think from a Christian perspective, I have seen many Christian 
classical homeschoolers and educators become very prideful because they’re like, 
“We are giving our kids the best education.” I do believe that classical education 
gives your kids an elite education. Not an exclusive education, an elite or superb 
education. You got to look at how you’re defining that word.  
 
I don’t think God ever calls us to be proud about that. I think we need to be humble 
and be grateful that God maybe, I was thankful that God showed this to me before 
my kids got out of school and before they’d left home so that I could share this. 
Last thing you needing to be doing with anything in regard to homeschooling is 



gaining a sense of pride, of selfish pride, and not giving that glory to God for what 
your kids are learning and how they are growing. You can’t take credit for their 
successes, they are on loan to you from God and God is working in your kids 
through you. 
 
So how can we do this? Well, first of all, I think you need to educate yourself. I 
think it’s very important that we are in the process of being lifelong learners. Like I 
read last week when Mortimer Adler, I read some quotes from him last week and 
he says he does not believe a person can be truly educated until the age of 60. You 
know, I’m not going to go into that, but I really think we need to be examples for 
our kids that we are learning ourselves, we are educating ourselves. For most of it, 
it’s overcoming a bad education or we didn’t quite learn what we needed to 
originally. 
 
I think we need to read the classics. Classics, yeah, I’m talking Plato and Aristotle 
and all those, but that’s at the high school level, there are classics at the grammar 
stage as well. Little House on the Prairie is a classic, right? We’re going to talk a 
lot more about those types of books next week. A classic is a book that never quits 
having something to say, never stops saying something to you, that you can read it 
over and over again and still learn from it. It’s written very well, it’s something 
that endures time. That is a good classic book and that’s what I would encourage 
you. Winnie the Pooh is another classic book that you could be reading. Not the 
Disney version, the real version. 
 
Write about the classics and draw conclusions about the classics. Drawing 
conclusions with little kids on Winnie the Pooh might be character lessons, all 
right? You can talk to them about lessons that they’re learning. At an older age, 
hopefully your kids are drawing their own conclusions.  
 
Now, I should have said, “We read the classics, we write about the classics, we 
draw conclusions from the classics.” This is not an assignment you give your 
children, this is something that you’re involved in. In fact, I still have my notebook 
that I actually kept notes about books that I was reading with the kids and that we 
were talking about. So here, I said here what I’ve already said, that kids need to be 
reading age-appropriate classics. 
 
Once again, don’t push your kids too fast, let them be kids. If you’re trying at the 
age of 8 or 9 to say, “Oh, they should be reading things at a 12 or 13 year old,” you 
are missing fantastic literature that was written for 7, 8, 9 year olds. When they get 



to 12, they’re not going to go back and read that. So be sure that you’re taking 
advantage of the good classics that are out there at each age level. 
 
At the grammar stage, I think it’s important that kids do learn the facts of subject 
areas, parts of the speech like we talked about, maybe the states and the capitals, 
maybe geography, where all the states are and where the different countries in 
Africa are, and those type of things. What the letters are, using copy work and to 
practice those letters. What a sentence is and that it starts with a capital and ends 
with a period and copy work is a good way to do that. 
 
Latin is a subject that people will start with before they go into Spanish or French 
or modern-day subjects. I would really encourage you to consider doing Latin at 
least for a couple of years. It will be beneficial, I think, to you and to your kids as 
well. I think beneficial for life. 
 
Steve’s brother says he really wishes he had learned Latin because he’s a medical 
illustrator and he had to go to med school to be this illustrator and he had to know 
all those Latin words, he’s like, “That would have helped me tremendously.” I’ve 
got copy work there. 
 
Obviously the other stuff I just mentioned about reading and writing, all of that 
applies. These are just specific things that you could do with your kids at the 
grammar stage. 
 
The next stage is the logic stage and I think it is very important that at this time the 
kids learn how to argue well. They ought to take a formal logic class, they ought to 
be learning critical thinking skills at this time and forming arguments about how 
and why. 
 
Finally at the rhetoric stage, I think they need to be writing research papers on a 
regular basis. Now, they don’t have to be like the long research paper, they could 
be a short research paper maybe during the fall and then in the spring they could 
really write one of their long ones. 
 
Just talking about writing, let’s just go back in grammar. In grammar, they learn 
the letters, they learn words, and they learn sentences and they learn paragraphs. In 
the logic state, they learn how to take those paragraphs and make an argument, 
maybe a five-paragraph paper, they have a point, they’re going to get some 
examples, they’re going to make a conclusion. Rhetoric is basically a thesis and 
they are going to prove that thesis in their research papers.  



 
Socratic discussions along the same, we’ve already talked about dinner table 
discussions. I’ll be talking a lot about Socratic discussions at the very end of this 
series in Christian leadership, that’s what really encapsulates rhetoric. 
 
Some resources that you could use: Teaching the Trivium is my all-time favorite 
book about homeschooling, especially from a classical approach. I’ve often taken 
things I’ve learned from them and I’ve written a series called Raising Leaders Not 
Followers, and that is from a Christian perspective and it really is, it uses some 
different wording, but it still goes to the grammar, the logic, and the rhetoric. 
 
IEW has some great resources, Teaching the Classics is one I didn’t list. Student 
Writing Intensive is another one on writing and poetry memorization, those are all 
great resources, pretty much anything from them. 
 
Lost tools of writing is more one that you can use with your older kids and it is 
going to help you at that rhetoric stage, be able to write good research papers. 
 
TruthQuest History and actually, we just started carrying that again. What I like 
about this is it gives you a Christian perspective of history, it will be great in those 
logic and rhetoric stages because you are analyzing who is God and who is 
mankind to each society, each situation in history. 
 
Fallacy Detective and Thinking Box are great logic books that I would highly 
encourage you to go through. Harvey and Laurie Bluedorn’s sons wrote both of 
those books. 
 
Schola Tutorials has a great books online class that my kids took at high school 
and that was one way that we covered the great books. 
 
Why Study the Classics is an interview that my daughter did actually, Wes 
Callahan who runs The Great Books Online.  
 
Finally, any kind of memory songs, whether it’s Bible songs, history songs, 
geography songs, any kind of songs, get an mp3, get a CD, and start learning your 
facts, especially at the grammar stage. 
 
Now, I know we’ve got some questions. Homework, forgot, let’s go through this 
quickly because we only have a few minutes. 
 



I would say we didn’t really do this, last time it was more big time goals. I would 
write down two or three goals for each of your kids this week for the upcoming 
year. Then see how those goals might best be met by using the classical approach. 
Just something that you can think of, or think through some of, where are your 
kids, what stages are they, and what could you, just pick one thing that you might 
want to implement from classical education in your homeschool. 
 
Now, I have this and I’m not really set up to do this today, well, I might be able to, 
if you have some questions you can put them in the question box, I’m going to go 
there, but I’m also going to look at Facebook and my blog to see if any questions 
are showing up there and we’ll be answering those. 
 
On Facebook, I will be posting some questions, maybe some of them even that you 
share, if we don’t get to them, we’ll put those Facebook and have some good 
discussions that way. 
 
So let’s just go ahead and take a few questions first. Let’s see, just a general 
question, people have been asking about the slideshow and recordings. I will tell 
you, yes, we are recording them. None of this will be available until June. I’m 
taking what I’m doing, the recordings, the slides, all of the research, and pulling it 
together. I am going to pull all this together with an ebook, but the recordings will 
also be available with the ebook and that will be mid to end June. You all will be 
the first ones to know if you’re on this webinar registration list, you all will be the 
first ones to know. 
 
That should answer the first few questions, let me go up here. Let’s just start 
reading and we’ll see. It says, “You said your daughter didn’t like math so you 
took her off of it in hopes that her attitude toward it would change. What happens 
if you have one child that has no desire for any learning, math, reading, anything? 
We are working toward pulling her from the school system, but how should I begin 
with her? No desire to learn, no desire to try, and no confidence at all.”  
 
If I were taking my kids off, I would probably listen very carefully to the unit study 
approach. Hopefully she has some interest in something in life and in the world. If 
she likes art, I would put her in art lessons, I’d get art classes, and I would not 
worry about everything else, I would work on two things: character and the topics 
she is interested in. If she really likes—I’m just using art, but it could be sports. 
Actually my kids, my daughter and my son were interested in sports so I let them 
read biographies of people they liked. If they’re into art, maybe artist biographies. 
Maybe directions on how to do an art project. Let them write and explain how they 



are doing their art project. It is going to take a little creativity, but I would take 
even a semester to really find things that your kids like and try to develop some 
activities that are a little more academic to really draw them back into liking 
learning. 
 
The other thing is character and there is something about learning a work ethic, of 
perseverance, of doing things that we don’t like to do. You’re going to be walking 
a fine line between, obviously you want to create a love of learning, so if they hate 
math, take them off math, like just get away from it for a while, it’s not going to 
kill them. 
 
By the way, my kids, they did the minimal amount of math to get into college. 
Ashley didn’t even finish algebra 2 and she still got into college somehow. So 
don’t feel like just because everyone else in the world is doing something, there are 
workarounds for things like that. 
 
But I would just really encourage you to really spend some time doing things she 
likes. If she likes to bake, do that. If she likes to talk and chat online, then find a 
way that you can integrate her friends, or friendships, and maybe even do a Bible 
study on friendships and see what God has to say about that. It is going to take 
some creativity on your part. Like I said, Hunter didn’t like history. To be honest, I 
can’t even take any credit for him ever liking history. We put him in a history class 
in high school and he really liked it and then he went to college and he really liked 
it. So obviously I was not very good at encouraging him to like that. After six or 
seven years, I’m like, “Okay, let’s try to find something else that maybe works.” 
He likes it now.  
 
I know that may not be the easiest or best solution, but that would be a good place 
to get started. 
 
“Homeschoolers in our area have to take the State Benchmark Test, did you? If so, 
did you have any trouble from your school district about the math test scores in the 
younger years when you delayed teaching it?” 
 
I did not have to take Benchmark Tests; however, for my children to play sports 
when we were in Idaho with the public schools, because they didn’t have a 
homeschool group and they didn’t have, they couldn’t do it with the private 
schools, so we did have to take tests. Now, I was able to choose the test, I just got a 
California test and administered it to them and the kids did fine. I would probably 
at that time maybe teach to the test a little bit as far as math goes. It’s sort of a tight 



situation. I mean, I don’t know if they’re not going to let you homeschool any 
more if you don’t pass a certain test. I have my opinions of Benchmark Tests and 
I’ve watched them in school districts and I think they’re very arbitrary. Personally, 
I would probably, two things, I would talk to some other homeschoolers in your 
area. If your state has a homeschool organization, like in Texas, Texas 
Homeschool Coalition, and that was the situation in Texas, I’d be telling those 
homeschool moms, you got to call Texas Homeschool Coalition and ask them to 
help you and get advice from them. 
 
That’s what I would do first of all. If not, then go to the Homeschool Legal 
Defense. Go to them and find out what they would recommend because I’m not 
really an expert in this. I would tell them, “Here’s where I stand,” and they’ve got 
Bo coups of case studies on all sorts of situations and I think they would be able to 
help you more than I can. 
 
“Is there a list of classic books by age?” 
 
Speaking of that, my daughter actually wrote one, Best Books of All Times, and I 
can’t remember if it’s on our website or not, that would be one. There’s another 
one, Timeline of Classics, that IEW puts out and we are just, I was just doing a 
review of that particular one. Honey for a Child’s Heart is another good one that I 
really like and you can just get that one at the library. Honey for a Child’s Heart is 
a really good one and there’s another book list by the guy who wrote Where the 
Red Fern Grows. If you will look up his name, he’s written a book about, with a 
book list and that’s the one I use the most. 
 
“Are the resources listed actually curricula?” 
 
Curricula, very good, that’s Latin. IEW is actually curricula, Lost Tools is a high 
school curriculum, TruthQuest is a history curriculum, Fallacy Detective and 
Thinking Toolbox is a homeschool logic curriculum. This is a class that you would 
take, Teaching the Trivium and Raising Leaders Not Followers are both books that 
will give you an idea of how to do it. Now, Teaching the Trivium, like I said, it will 
tell you what to do when they are five, six, and seven, what do to at this age. The 
book is, I’ve got it sitting right here, over 600 pages. I’m not expecting you to read 
all of it, but you can easily read the introduction so you get a good idea of what it 
is and let’s say your kids are in the late grammar stage, so you would flip over to 
the late grammar stage and start reading to find out about it, or maybe Teaching 
Logic from 149-175, and they’re going to talk about that.  
 



Principles for the Study of Literature, okay, here we go, Early Knowledge Level, 
from 300-343, 10 Things To Do Before the Age of 10, and it goes through exactly 
what you should be doing in your homeschool before the age of 10.  
 
So excellent and because it is about more than academics, it’s about character and 
growing your kids up to be Godly people. That was a great question.  
 
I think I’ve already answered the questions about the slides. 
 
“Schola Tutorials, do the books according to the reading level?” 
 
They should have a list of the books that they’re going to cover each class, so 
you’ll have to get on theirs. Actually, they have, I think they’re coming out with a 
DVD series and I contacted the guy, Roman Rhodes, to find out what all is 
available and he said, “I’ll write you back,” but I just found them yesterday, so I’ll 
let you all know more about those great books and whether there’s just a good, 
maybe a DVD class. 
 
“Where would I look for Latin curriculum.” Well, let’s see, I’ve done three or four 
different ones. If I were doing logic stage, I would use Henle Latin and I would 
Memoria Press’s Guide for Henle Latin. If I were doing younger kids, grammar 
stage, I would use Matin Latin or—Matin Latin is probably the best one that I 
liked. There’s another one, I can’t think off the top of my head. If I were doing 
upper grammar, I would consider Latina Christiana In Between Grammar and 
Henle Latin. I like all three of those, just Google them and see what they have 
there. 
 
“As a public school teacher in Arkansas last year, we didn’t even count our 
Benchmark Tests last year since they are not yet aligned to the common core.” 
 
Well, don’t get me started on Benchmarks, okay? Because I agree with you, you 
just need to go into your school district or go into the homeschool group and find 
out what they’re going to do if they don’t pass that section. I appreciate you 
sharing that, Deidre. I won’t go into Benchmarks. 
 
“Can you say more about teaching formal logic critical thinking course, what 
resources?” 
 
Logic, Fallacy Detective and Thinking Toolbox would be where I’d start. It’s fun 
and the Fallacy Detective, you’re looking for fallacies and arguments.  



 
There is a logic course put out by, well, it’s like Logic I and Logic II and my kids 
did Logic I, and it’s written by Jim Nance. That is where I would start with and 
there’s a DVD series where he’s teaching the course and then the kids do the 
homework in the workbook. That’s what I would probably start with logic.  
 
My kids did Fallacy Detective, Thinking Toolbox and the Logic I course. 
 
“Song school Latin based on classical approach.” 
 
I don’t know if you’re looking for a song school or if that’s the name of one, but if 
it is that would be good or if you want to write more, I can answer the question. 
 
“My husband is a missionary and I’m curious about costs when I see materials 
divided up so specifically. I think one of the writing programs I saw was $250. Is 
there a way to use classical approach for someone on a budget?” 
 
Yes, there is. I mean, here’s my thought, it’s either going to cost time or money so 
if you’re on a budget, it’s going to take more time because you’re going to have to 
develop your own curriculum. I know you’re a missionary, so you may not have 
access to a good library. What I normal tell people on a budget is go to the library 
and read, read, read, and read some more. With your kids I would read, read, read 
and take as many books as you can. If you have to use Kindle or something like 
that, do it that way. I would say starting out with writing, I would work on copy 
work, I would work on narration, like you narrate something and they write it 
down for you or they narrate back to you what they read about—and we’ll talk a 
lot more about that next time.  
 
Yes, the program that I recommend, IEW, it’s Teaching Writing Structure Install 
and Student Writing Intensive. If you were to get all of it, it is about $250. There’s 
a few things, if you’re on a budget, I would still highly recommend teaching 
Writing Structure Install. It is $169, which I know is a chunk of change, but that’s 
all they had when I started and I came up with my own writing program, my own 
assignments for my kids, because it teaches mom how to teach writing and I could 
use it year after year after year. 
 
So I bought it, first I just bought the notebook that goes with it and I realized I 
needed more than that, so I got the DVDs. I think it may have been one of the few 
things that I bought the first year we were homeschooling. I had taught writing in 
the public schools, but that completely changed my way of teaching writing. I will 



say you’re talking about attitude, IEW completely changed my kids’ attitude about 
writing.  
 
I’ll just share this little story as we close up. When my girls, it was my first or 
second year of teaching school, homeschool, I don’t remember, I signed them up 
for a writing class in Houston with Andrew Pudewa and we go down there. They 
are, for two weeks, “Do I have to go to writing? Do I have to take that class?” It 
was a four-day class, two hours each day, they were in different classes, we went 
every day. We stayed with my parents, they had assignments they had to come 
back and write. 
 
We went on the way home on Friday afternoon and it was a little bit longer ride, 
two hour ride home because of the traffic, Ashley and Gentry wrote the entire way 
home. To me that says volumes, it changed their attitude. 
 
That is why I believe so strongly in IEW, it changed their attitude about writing, it 
gives them the tools to be able to write for the rest of their life. I still use the things 
that I teach kids from IEW, I still use the concepts that I learn in IEW. 
 
So if you can’t do anything else, I would buy the Teaching Writing Structure and 
Style. If there’s another missionary family, maybe you can share it, the cost of it, 
because you can buy it now and you don’t need to buy another writing curriculum 
between ages third to tenth grade. You can have, I mean, it’s going to take you 
time and effort that you can come up with writing exercises for all those different 
ages. You can use the, whatever you’re studying, history-wise, science-wise, 
Bible-wise, I mean, my kids, like I said, they like sports? Okay, we’re writing an 
essay on Derek Jeter. Okay, we’re going to learn how to write a story about, we 
read a story about the American Revolution and I was teaching story writing to 
them. I said, okay, we wrote down the outline, I said, “You can change anything in 
this story except the problem.” So one of my kids just rewrote it exactly like it was. 
The other one, I think did set it in American history. Hunter turned it all into a 
Winnie the Pooh story. So he had the problem, but his characters were all Winnie 
the Pooh people in the forest or the Hundred Acre Woods or whatever.  
 
I’m not trying to defend IEW, they do have some less expensive things, but you’re 
still going to pay 50 bucks for one year’s worth of writing and then you’re going to 
have to go and get something else. 
 



Copy work is the number one cheapest thing you can ever do and narration and 
then I would move into teaching writing—and I sort of got on a soapbox and I 
apologize. 
 
“What do you think about writing with e-series from Peace Hill Presses?” 
 
You know, I haven’t looked at Susan Wise Bauer’s recent writing. I think she has 
some really good stuff, but I can’t really comment too much about it. I know at one 
time she didn’t really care for IEW, but that was a long time ago when they did not 
have step-by-step how to do thing. So I’d have to look at that and maybe I’ll take a 
look at that and be able to give you some feedback on it over the next week or two 
and just see what it is. Like I said, IEW worked for my kids, not just teaching them 
writing, but changing their attitude and giving them a positive attitude to where 
they enjoyed writing. Not every moment, but they did enjoy it. 
 
Hang on, I need to grab something and then I’ll finish this last one. While I’m 
pulling this up, homework, questions, watch for discussions there, next workshop 
is Charlotte Mason Living Books next Thursday at 4:00 ET, that is May 23. If you 
do have some questions, post them on the blog, post them on Facebook. I am going 
to post some of these, I’d like to get some feedback on some other people. I don’t 
expect them all to last this long, I didn’t expect this one, too, but the math thing I 
really wanted to cover and then I got off on the writing, this was a little bit longer, 
I really was expecting most of these workshops to only last 30 or 40 minutes with 
Q&A. 
 
Next week we’ll be talking about Charlotte Mason, we’ll be talking about Living 
Books’ approach. If you do have questions about that, go right ahead and send 
them to me. Before we leave, I will answer at least one more question, “If we had 
the Student Writing Intensive with DVDs,” is the Teaching Writing also 
necessary? 
 
It depends on what you’re using it for. Student Writing Intensive is a one-semester 
course. You will learn how to do, I think four units of all nine units in Teaching 
Writing. So you will learn how to do that, you’re just not getting as much 
information, so you’re going to pay $109 versus $169. The Student Writing 
Intensive is Andrew teaching students how to write better. He’s teaching students 
in that, in the Teaching Writing it’s sort of like if you give someone a fish they eat 
for a day, if you teach them how to fish, they eat for a lifetime. If you can teach 
mom how to teach writing, you can teach it forever, if you want to. The Student 
Writing is just teaching the student those specific concepts and ideas.  



 
And I’m not saying that Teaching Writing has everything you’ve ever wanted to 
know, but I do think you can use those ideas for a very long time and I will say the 
other thing about Teaching Writing, in the back, they actually have lessons that you 
can draw from them for each unit, sample answers, helps, they have enlarged the 
appendix, I mean, that notebook is probably twice the size as what it was when I 
actually got started. 
 
So they an annual, like a little scope in sequence, if you wanted to teach all nine 
units every year, you can actually go through and follow that particular scope and 
sequence. 
 
Any other questions before we leave? I think that’s it.  
 
All right, thank you so much for your time. This is Kerry Beck with 
HowToHomeschoolMyKid.com and a classical approach to Christian 
Homeschooling. I’ll talk to you next week, thanks. 
 


