
Approaches to Christian Homeschooling: Charlotte Mason 
Approach 
 
Well, good afternoon everyone, this is Kerry Beck with How to Homeschool My 
Child and this is Approaches to Christian Homeschooling, How to Choose 
Christian Homeschool Curriculum for Your Children. 
 
Today’s workshop is specifically about the Charlotte Mason approach and Living 
Books approach to homeschooling. We have already talked about overview and 
traditional textbook approach. Last week we talked about the classical approach 
and in the following week, we’ll be talking about unit studies, principle approach, 
un-schooling approach, and then finally a Christian leadership approach. So I hope 
you can make it to as many of those workshops as possible.  
 
We are recording these and they will be available for a, we’re going to put them all 
together at the end of June as a package so that you can get all of them at one time. 
If you miss one, we are recording them and actually at the same time I’m doing 
these workshops, I’m also writing an ebook called Approaches to Christian 
Homeschooling and that will be coming out the same time the recordings come out 
as well. That would be another, a written way that you could get the same 
information, it’s just taking a little while to pull all of that information together. 
 
Let’s go ahead and get started, I don’t want to penalize anyone for being on time. 
Today we are talking about the Charlotte Mason approach to homeschooling. 
Some of you may be very familiar with Charlotte Mason and some of her beliefs 
and some of you may be going, “I’ve heard her name, I’ve heard people talk about 
her, but I’m not really sure what that means and how that could apply to my 
homeschool.” 
 
Hopefully we will give you an overview of what that Charlotte Mason approach is, 
about some of the discoveries that she made. I’m going to talk about the strengths 
and weaknesses of this, and then I’ll be giving a lot of specifics on how you could 
actually apply this approach to your homeschool. 
 
Let’s go ahead and get started. Just as a review, for some of you that weren’t on 
here, just so you know where we’re coming from, we have talked about education 
philosophy and I’m going to talk a little bit about Ms. Mason’s philosophy with 
education and then the goals that you’ve made. It’s real important that whatever 
your philosophy of education is, the goals that you make match up with that and 



then the approach that you choose matches up with both your goals and your 
philosophy. If your philosophy is to prepare your kids for college, you will have 
one set of goals and a different approach than someone who maybe is wanting to 
give real live skills. It’s a wide variety and I’m not going to go into detail right 
now, but just so that you sort of know where we’re coming from and all of those 
need to line up. 
 
Last week we did talk about classical education, we talk about the Trivium, what 
grammar, logic, and rhetoric stages are. There is an article on my blog that 
describes all three of these stages, so if you missed it, you’re welcome to go there 
and read that as well. 
 
We talked about mentoring and providing our kids with the tools of learning and a 
love of learning, because we want our kids to be life-long learners. I think that goes 
for pretty much any approach that we choose, including the Charlotte Mason and 
hopefully some of the same concepts will pop up and you’ll hear them throughout 
this workshop as well. 
 
Well, let me just share my story with you and how I was exposed to Charlotte 
Mason. I was a public education teacher, taught fifth grade for six years. My kids 
went to a private school for five years before we decided to homeschool. I had all 
my friends that homeschooled were giving me all sorts of books and resources and 
“This is the best thing and you need to read it,” and I did read a lot of them. I had a 
college girl who was like our adopted Aggie, Texas A&M is right down the road 
and we would adopt different college students into our family and she was like our 
adopted kid while she was here. She was like, “Kerry, you might really find this 
interesting,” and she had read this book, For the Children’s Sake, Foundations of 
Education for Home and Schools, written by Francis Schaeffer’s daughter, Susan 
Schaeffer Macaulay, and so I read it. When I was finished, I decided to get my own 
copy. Of all the books my friends had recommended to me and had loaned me, this 
is the only book that I actually purchased when it came to a philosophy of 
education before we got started with homeschooling. 
 
I had a lot of background and a lot of knowledge, I have a Master’s in curriculum 
instruction, I know how to write scope and sequences, I know how to write 
curriculum, I know how to plan a lesson and get the introduction and the 
conclusion and be able to meet the objectives and write those objectives down. I 
mean, I know all of that stuff. 
 



But this book really opened my eyes to something different, something different 
that I wanted for my kids. It actually touches on some concepts that I had always 
wanted with my own kids when I was teaching school, and I mentioned those last 
week. I always wanted a class set of a classic book, a book that we could all read 
together and each child in my classroom would have a copy of it, and that didn’t 
happen. When I started homeschooling, that was important. This book touched on 
the ideas of reading good books. So I will say that a lot of my views on Charlotte 
Mason come from this, as well as some other research, but I will refer to some 
quotes and some things that Susan Schaeffer Macaulay talks about in For the 
Children’s Sake. I just think if you’re looking for a good overview, I mean, you 
could get bogged down in all of Charlotte’s, the different volumes of Charlotte 
Mason research, but this to me is a very concise perspective of Charlotte Mason 
and it comes from a Christian perspective. 
 
One thing about our workshop series, it is definitely a Christian-based series. I’m 
not going to sit here and say, “Okay, read scripture to your kids all day long,” I 
want to talk to you and share how you can bring Christianity into all areas of your 
life, which includes homeschooling. That’s why we call it Approaches to Christian 
Homeschooling. 
 
Charlotte Mason made some very interesting discoveries. She lived in the 1800s 
and she was really appalled by several tendencies that were going on with 
education at the time. First, educators viewed their children or their students as 
containers and they were just all these different containers and we just need to fill 
them up with all that we think is important. They didn’t respect kids; they believed 
that there were isolated bits of information and that they would just keep pouring 
those bits of information into their children, or into their students. They would 
break down this knowledge, so nothing really all flowed together; they would just 
feed these little bits of information to their container until their container was full. 
They really didn’t respect kids; they didn’t see that children had a hungry appetite 
for knowing and for experiencing. Young kids, even kids below the age of five, 
they have a voracious appetite and ability to learn, and I think that’s really 
important. 
 
Let me just read a quote of Charlotte Mason so that this sort of puts it into 
perspective. She says, “We put into the children’s hands lesson books with pretty 
pictures and easy talk, almost as good as storybooks, but we do not see that after 
all, we are giving them little pills of knowledge in the form of a weak and copious 
diluents. Teachers and even parents who are careful enough about their children’s 
diet are so reckless as to the sort of mental ailment offered to them that I am 



exceedingly anxious to secure consideration for this question of the lessons and 
literature for little people.” 
 
You see, she was talking about kids that are nine and under, but this really applies 
to all kids. We do realize that parents are very concerned about their kid’s diet, 
food they put in their mouth, but are they concerned about the food they’re putting 
into their mind, that’s what she’s referring to. 
 
On the other hand she says, “We see then that the children’s lessons should provide 
material for their mental growth, should exercise the several powers of their mind, 
should furnish them with fruitful ideas, and should afford them with knowledge 
really valuable for its own sake, accurate and interesting, of the kind that the child 
may recall as a man with profit and pleasure.” 
 
We need to give our kids something of substance, not little bits of information all 
day long, all year long, or all week long. 
 
Schools were also making artificial learning experiences—actually they were 
engineering them. At this time in Germany, I know, and in England, they were 
really doing a lot of experimenting of what was good in a class. So I really like that 
word of engineering, and they were changing from a classical approach of 
education to this more modern approach, where we don’t respect our kids and 
we’re not really doing real life learning experiences. 
 
Let me read one other quote that I really liked and this is more right at the 
beginning, I’m reading a few more quotes. Actually this is from Susan Schaeffer 
Macaulay and she says, “Many schools excel in wasting time. Time is like a 
fortune, it is wrong to allow it to be buried. Children are tired out with busy work.” 
That’s those artificial learning experiences. “They are [Audio Cut Out 0:10:12.9] 
and maybe 9/10 of their time is wasted. There are many children who don’t even 
know their own language, let alone anyone else’s.” 
 
I will say from my own experience when I taught school, we wasted a lot of time 
because I had 30 kids in a classroom and to get 30 kids in and out of a classroom 
would take time, to get them to all go to the bathroom and take a break during the 
day or get to lunch takes time. To get them to all get their book out on their desk 
sometimes took five minutes. We wasted a lot of time and a lot of what we did I 
really think was artificial learning experiences. 
 



Habits are not being formed with these kids and we’re going to really delve into 
how we can form habits and some ideas about habits. 
 
Finally, students are not able to think because education failed when it produced 
children who could do harder sums and reader harder books, but who lacked moral 
and intellectual power. Students could not think for themselves, they could not 
critically, you really couldn’t even keep their attention on books that were being 
read to them. 
 
These are some of the problems that she saw, let’s talk about ways that Charlotte 
Mason felt like she could change the way that we educate kids, because she was 
working with young kids. I just labeled them the 4 R’s, that is my thing, the 4 R’s, 
she did and it just happened that when I was writing this list of sort of summarizing 
what I had learned about what she was doing, they all ended up being R words. 
 
First she really believed it was important to respect children as persons. I just think 
that is so important. God has made children in his image and we need to respect 
them. They’re not just like little beings running around, they are actually made in 
the image of God and we need to respect our kids as people. 
 
I think Charlotte Mason also believes that we should relate education to real life. 
Have real life situations because when kids can see there’s a purpose to learning, 
they’re going to jump on it, it’s going to make a lot more sense, it will be more of a 
mystery as they’re learning and they’ll be excited about what they’re learning 
when they can see a purpose. I think when you relate your education to real life, 
kids begin to see a purpose. 
 
Read good books instead of twaddle. You may be going, “Well, what in the world 
are you talking about?” Twaddle is just worthless books, inferior teaching material. 
A lot of textbooks end up being like that. 
 
The way I like to explain it, and I have in the past, is think about some girl books, 
Little House on the Prairie classic book series, Anne of Green Gables, same classic 
series. Rich words, the language in there is wonderful, it’s language that I wished 
that I used as I wrote. They are books that we continue to read over and over again. 
If you look at the way the language is in those books and you compare it to the 
American Girl books, you’ll see a huge difference. The American Girl books are 
very dumbed down. Now, they tell a story, I don’t know that I even agree with all 
of the character issues that are in the American Girl books. My girls read the 
American Girl books, so I’m not saying that, and I haven’t read the current ones, 



I’m talking the real old ones, the first four or five girls. I will say it’s short, choppy 
sentences, the language is very simple and plain. You go to Little House on the 
Prairie, you look at Anne of Green Gables, and that is rich language and you 
would hope that your kids could bring some of that language into their writing. 
Those are the kind of books that we want to be reading with our kids. 
 
I’d also say that we want to read poetry to our kids. I think we sometimes get 
afraid of poetry. One thing that we did to have poetry in our homeschool on a 
regular basis is every morning we started the day and the kids could read poetry 
out loud. They each got to choose whatever poem they wanted out of the poetry 
books that we had. That was one way and they heard a whole different kind of 
linguistic development there when you’re working at poems, and I think it’s 
important to memorize poems as well. 
 
Let me just share a few good books and I had a blog post from last year, I asked 
my children, and they’re all grown now, “What are your 10 favorite books?” They 
actually listed their 10 favorite books. So we have four groups of books listed on 
that blog post. It was really interesting because some of the books they included 
were from times when they were six and seven years old. 
 
Let me just share a few of the books that we really enjoyed and I think one of the 
best books you should be reading all the time is the Bible, the Bible is literature. 
You ought to be reading stories from the Bible.  
 
I had a mom say, “Well, what about some of the killing and the sexual stuff?” I 
think you as a parent have the ability to pick and choose. Now if you always gloss 
over all of those areas of the Bible, I don’t think you’re really giving your kids 
what they need, because they need to know that we are sinners and that’s part of 
learning more about mankind. 
 
We enjoyed Pilgrim’s Progress, C.S. Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia, and Hans 
Christian Anderson and Grimm’s Fairy Tales, Peter Rabbit and all the Beatrix 
Potter books. I’ve already mentioned Laura Ingalls Wilder, all the Laura Ingalls 
Wilder books, the Secret Garden by Frances Burnett. Johnny Tremain and Carry 
On Mr. Bowditch, The Bronze Bow, The Witch of Blackbird Pond, all of those 
American history books, we all enjoyed those a lot. Tale of Two Cities, we read 
plays, every year we read a play by Shakespeare. I like Shakespeare myself and so 
every year we would read out loud a play by Shakespeare.  
 



We read several poetry books that I mention, more of the traditional ones or the 
Children’s Garden of Verses, and we used The Harp and Laurel Wreath, and Shel 
Silverstein books. They love Shel Silverstein books.  
 
Robin Hood and King Arthur, and I can’t think of the author that wrote those 
books, that penned those, but they loved all of those. 
 
Little Britches, that was one we read as a family and Steve read those and we all, I 
think they all wrote Little Britches down on their top ten books. Any of the Henty 
books, we read a lot of Henty books. Now, when I say we read a lot of Henty 
books, we listened to some of them on tape because now they’re available on CD 
and so we could listen to them in the car or we could listen to them while we 
folded laundry, there were lots of times and ways that we could listen to Henty 
books. Eagle of the Night is one that we all enjoyed, Where the Red Fern Grows, 
what a great book. 
 
Then J.R.R. Tolkien, Lord of the Rings series, we didn’t all get into Lord of the 
Rings like some families did, but we did all enjoy The Hobbit. So I can say that we 
all really liked that. 
 
Another one that is a classic and more from a Christian standpoint are the Patricia 
St. John books, Treasures of the Snow and Twice Freed, are both books that we 
enjoyed. 
 
That’s just a few books. If we finished reading a book, we picked up another one. 
We read out loud every single day during homeschool. I will say we started our 
day reading out loud because I believe the first thing you do in the morning is 
whatever is most important to you. If you have them doing computer work, then 
that’s what’s important to you, because that’s what gets finished every single time. 
Reading aloud was important to me and I had to fix our schedule because we were 
doing it in the afternoon and it wasn’t happening. So I changed it as I thought 
through some of these concepts that Charlotte Mason shared and decided that that 
was what was going to be first of our day. 
 
Finally, relax. You’re like, “I can’t relax, we got way too many things to do.” You 
and your kids both need to relax, but I think our kids especially, they need time to 
play and this is something that Charlotte Mason really espoused, time to play, time 
to create, reflect. If they don’t have some free time, creativity will never come to 
them. She would structure her school so that it was more structured in the 
mornings and play time in the afternoon so that they could have precious afternoon 



time to climb trees, to explore the woods, to walk, to ride their bikes, what have 
you, they had time to play. I think we have robbed our kids of that because we 
have a gazillion activities we’ve got to get them included. Our kids, even older 
kids, need time to relax.  
 
I really like her idea of the afternoon is play time, the morning is more structured 
time. That is one of the concepts that she comes across and not all educators really 
talk about the importance of playing to create and to reflect and to give your kids 
time to do that.  
 
I do want to come back to this idea of habits. She discovered that kids were not 
creating very good habits. Habits help us develop self-discipline and they also help 
you develop character. I would say I should’ve put in there Godly character or 
biblical character, that’s the kind of character I want my kids to have. If I get them 
in the habit of making their bed every morning, then they become disciplined. 
Now, sometimes I feel like I failed because I still don’t think my kids make their 
bed, I make my bed every morning. I think they come and go now that they’re 
adults, but there is some sort of discipline when we get our kids into the habits of 
doing things. 
 
I think it’s important that we have routine, the habit of concentration, the habit of 
truthfulness, habit of self-control, the habit of cooperation, and the habit of 
unselfishness. All of these are habits that we need to be developing in our kids and 
they’re not going to happen overnight and I really think it’s hard to work on all of 
them at one time.  
 
You know your kids and you know their strengths and weaknesses and so you 
might work on one habit at a time for each child, or maybe everyone needs to work 
on the same habit of taking their plate back or brushing their teeth. I think as you 
build habits, the best way I know to do it is routine. For us, in the morning we had 
morning devotions, family devotions. Then I cleaned the kitchen while the kids 
went back, and a lot of times they weren’t dressed for breakfast, they got dressed, 
they were supposed to straighten up their room, make their bed, and take turns 
practicing the piano, brush their teeth, and then be ready for us to start our school 
day, our time together, which began with reading poetry and read aloud. So that 
was our routine that worked for us. Just because it worked for us doesn’t mean it’s 
your routine. You need to come up with a routine that works for you. I think it’s 
real important for kids of all ages to have a bedtime. That may sound silly and yes, 
as my kids got older, we relaxed on that, but I’m talking over 14, 15, 16, because 



even teenagers need a good amount of sleep, sometimes they need more sleep than 
the 12 or 13 year old does. 
 
I think it’s important for the kids to be in a routine. We put our kids to bed at 8:00, 
that gave Steve and I a couple of hours of our own time that we could spend 
together. Routine is what’s going to build good habits, routine will help build self-
discipline, routine will help build good Godly character in certain areas. I think 
there are a lot of ways that you can develop these habits. One way you can develop 
concentration is by reading out loud to your kids and having them narrate back to 
you what you heard, that’s a good habit to concentrate and that’s one way that they 
can do that. 
 
I’m going to sort of veer off when it comes to truthfulness. We had, I think it was 
three things that our kids got an automatic spanking for and one of them was lying. 
One of them was disrespecting your mother, and the other one may have—I’m not 
quite sure what the third one was, it was a while back, but lying and disrespecting 
your mother were the two that were automatic spankings.  
 
I want to sort of veer off for a little bit because one thing Charlotte Mason talks 
about are never giving a command that you don’t intend to see carried out. For 
truthfulness, our kids new, that was a command by Dad and respecting Mom was a 
command by Dad that we expected instantly. You just didn’t lie and you didn’t 
disrespect your mother. 
 
There were other things that we saw grace on at times. I mean, I think we need to 
train our kids, I think they need to learn to obey, I think obedience is probably one 
of the first habits that you would want to start with and I didn’t even list it here, but 
really, obedience is one of the first habits that they need to learn. So if you are 
going to have them obey you, you need to be sure and follow through with them. 
On the other hand, if all you do is bark orders, Charlotte Mason says that that’s just 
grievous and that is just a burden to kids when it’s just command heaped upon 
command heaped upon command. So you need to sort of balance that out, if you 
expect your kids to obey and begin these good habits, you need to be willing and 
ready to follow through with those as well. 
 
Another habit that I personally think is important is eating meals together. I think 
too often we are rushing about, 1,000 activities, any one of those activities is good, 
but what’s the sum of all of them together? Not always good. 
 



Find time to eat meals together. That’s a good routine to get into and there’s a lot 
of good habits that you can form as well and a lot of Godly character, your kids 
can learn a lot by sitting at the table and learning good manners as well. 
 
Charlotte Mason also suggests that we said read good books. We need to use 
excellent resources. The first one would be to use whole books instead of 
textbooks, because textbooks really are to me just dry and dull and they assume 
that a reader cannot think for himself. If you’re giving him a textbook, they 
probably can’t read for themselves because they’ve never been trained how to 
think properly. So whole books and good poetry are great resources. 
 
There are other resources that you can use. Give them good, real life experiences. 
Take them on nature walks, let them observe and collect wildlife. Take them to 
museums, art museums; maybe take them to some operas. I know in our town, all 
the fourth graders get invited free to the symphony. So take advantage of those 
opportunities and expose them to good music, to good art, to beautiful—this really 
goes a lot along with the classical approach, I mean, both classical and Charlotte 
Mason dovetail so nicely because she’s talking about truth, goodness, and beauty. 
When you use excellent resources, then you begin to see beautiful art and beautiful 
music and what is best, nature walks and museums. 
 
Finally I want to talk just for a minute about mastery. Too often we are all worried 
about passing and failing and A, B, C, D and all of that, and she was focused more 
on mastering the skill and mostly because it was centered on real life skills. So I 
think it’s important that we sometimes re-think how we handle whether it’s time to 
move on or not. I think it’s more important for us to have our kids master skills 
than to just blow through a book and we don’t need to be so success oriented, we 
need to be more mastery oriented. Success may not be the right word, productive 
oriented. 
 
I didn’t realize this, but I discovered as I was working on this workshop, Einstein 
started talking at four years old, and the reason I share that is just because your 
child is eight years old and it’s time for the times tables doesn’t mean he’s ready to 
memorize the times tables. I don’t even know that I agree with that but I’m telling 
you what public schools would be doing. So just because the rest of the world is 
doing something at a certain age doesn’t mean your child, that’s the best thing for 
them.  
 
A lot of times boys have a lot longer language development. My son did read early 
but he had a friend who really didn’t start reading until 10 or 11. His mom worked 



with him over and over and over again. That son surpassed Hunter as far as his 
desire to read. Hunter wasn’t very excited about reading, not really until high 
school and college did he get excited about reading books. The one that didn’t read 
until 10 was more excited about reading when he finally did learn to read. I think 
that goes back to mastery rather than productivity, so just something to think about. 
 
Charlotte Mason’s motto and the schools that followed Charlotte Mason, they’re 
new, PNEU, and I don’t have written down what that acronym stands for, for it 
was, “I am, I can, I ought, and I will.” Let’s talk just for a second about that. I am. 
We need to teach our kids who they are in Jesus Christ, that they are made in the 
image of God, that they have worth in God’s image and we need to get away from, 
again, that productivity and that success-oriented society and I think talk about 
who they are in Jesus Christ.  
 
Then I think we need to move to “I can” in encouraging our kids that they can do 
things, that they should have confidence in what they tackle. I think it’s also 
appropriate that we set appropriate goals for who they are. You don’t expect an 8 
year old to do the same thing as an 18 year old, so we want to tackle age-
appropriate goals. Well, beware adults, because sometimes we want to push our 
kids beyond what they are able to do. 
 
You need to be around of the job of building up your kids to be “I can” kids, 
competent kids. My dad actually did a good job of this. He was always, “Kerry, 
you can do this, hold your head up high, walk tall and hold your shoulders back,” 
those are things that really built some confidence in me and if you ask my husband 
he’s like, “Kerry thinks she can do anything, now whether she can do it or not, she 
believes she can do anything.” Now, I don’t know that I can really do anything, 
there’s some things I know I can’t do, but if something I think I can do, I just, you 
know, move on forward and I start working on it because I believe my parents 
instill confidence, that God gives me the confidence to do the things that are set 
before me. 
 
Next, “I ought.” Now, this is more of that decision making. We live in another 
society called “I want” and our kids want, “I want this,” when I’m at the store and 
“I want that,” “I want these clothes, I want these shoes, I want that book, I want 
that TV, I to watch this, I want to go be part of this group, I want to play this.” We 
need to be teaching our kids “I ought.” What should they ought to be doing? That 
means we’re teaching our kids what is the right thing to be doing in a situation. 
Then moving not just what we know is the right thing, but I will do then the right 
thing, and teaching our kids that you need to follow through. You may know the 



right thing and not do it, well, that’s not helping much. You need to do what is 
right and you need to follow through and do it. 
 
I think a lot of this all comes from our examples. We need to do what is right 
because it is right and maybe if the best thing for your child was to cut them off of 
the media around them, maybe not watch TV so much or not be on the computer so 
much, are you willing to do that? If you know that’s the right thing to do, are you 
willing to do it? If you are, then you are living this motto by example.  
 
I think it’s important that we as parents, sometimes they see us doing things that 
we know are right and we follow through with it, even though we don’t want to do 
that.  
 
That’s a very short summary of basically the Charlotte Mason motto and the school 
and what they have, actually it’s posted in their school. I think it all stems from “I 
can do all things through Christ who strengthens me,” in Philippians, that’s what 
Paul has written to the Philippians, and that’s so important, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.” Just think about that and see how that fits in 
with “I am, I can, I ought, and I will.” 
 
Let’s talk for a minute about strengths. What are some of the strengths of the 
Charlotte Mason approach? Children are active participants in the learning process 
and there are real life examples. Here we go, real objects, real books instead of 
distilled information, those little bits of information such as textbooks and twaddle. 
 
It encourages curiosity, creative thinking, a love of learning, and in order to do 
that, what do you need? You need to give your kids free time. You need to give 
them time to play, to create, and I would say even a 14 and 15 year old need it. I 
think it starts at the early ages, four, five, and six, they need to go out and play and 
use their imagination. But you know, there are still plenty of kids that are trying to 
figure out how to do this, that, or the other in their older years at home.  
 
It does eliminate the meaningless tasks and busywork. I’m going to talk a little bit 
about how you can do that and again, we’re going back to good character and 
habits. That is paramount.  
 
Like I said, it meshes well with other approaches, especially with the classical 
approaches. 
 



What are some of the weaknesses? Some of it may take a little more teacher prep 
time. I think there are some really good resources out there. When I first started, I 
think if you just read good books and you talked about them with your kids and let 
your kids narrate back, that is a huge step in the right direction. So you may take, 
use some preparation choosing the right books, although there are book lists that 
abound, I’ll share some of those, but it might take you a little bit more time to prep 
than to just have a textbook and read the stuff on the sides in the teacher textbooks. 
We don’t have as many testing times, you’re looking for mastery, so they may not 
be as familiar with standardized testing and grading is more difficult, you’ve got 
that pass/fail, ABC kinds of things. We’re looking more at mastery when we look 
at the Charlotte Mason approach. There we go, mastery over productivity. 
 
Those are just some of the strengths and weaknesses of the Charlotte Mason 
approach.  
 
So how would you plan for Charlotte Mason and implementing it? Let me just 
share a few things and then we’ll go real specific through some subject areas. 
Remember that Charlotte Mason believed the structure to organized lessons were 
in the morning so kids could play freely and enjoy gardens and woods and play and 
free time, which is necessary for creativity. If you want that fruit of creativity, you 
must give your kids some free time. 
 
Children respond to life by living. Think about this, education and what we’re 
going to share, it’s an atmosphere, a discipline, and a lifestyle. This is really a 
lifestyle type approach to homeschooling.  
 
So how are we going to do it? First of all I think we give our kids a knowledge of 
God. If you want to equate this, it’d be like studying the Bible. We really want to 
put our kids in touch with the God who is out there. Whether that’s using Awanas, 
whether that’s using some kids Bible studies, there were times that we just chose 
like 1 Samuel and read through 1 and 2 Samuel and talked about it.  
 
We did some other ones, one I didn’t, it came out after our kids were older, it was 
called Grandpa’s Box and another one, Teaching Hearts and Training Minds is the 
one Steve really liked a lot. Goes through a great foundation of theology with kids. 
So that was a real good, Teaching Hearts and Training Minds.  
 
So I think it important that we start off giving our kids a good framework of the 
Bible. Then I think we need to move and give them a good knowledge of man, and 
that starts with history and not using dry textbooks but using historical fiction. 



Historical fiction that is well written, or as they kids get older, reading source docs, 
reading the Declaration of Independence when they’re in high school, reading the 
Constitution. I will tell you, we memorized the Preamble to the Constitution when 
they were little while we were reading Johnny Tremain, because it’s all during the 
same time period. So you can intertwine a little bit of those source documents if 
you do it in little snippets.  
 
I think it’s important that you choose different types of books and let your kids 
react to them. Don’t tell them what to think about a book, all right? Too often 
we’re always, “What do you think? Here’s what the author means.” Well, I don’t 
know that that’s always necessary. 
 
Another way that you could really bring history to life is to do a wall timeline and 
they can sort of see “Here’s where I live, here’s where Jesus lived, here’s where 
America was founded,” and look at timelines, especially for visual kids, that’s a 
great way to do it. 
 
You might have your kids illustrate as you’re reading, what you’re reading about, 
especially younger kids. If they aren’t to the point of being able to write yet, they 
could draw pictures. 
 
I think it’s very important and we’ve talked about reading out loud and as we move 
there, let’s talk about literature. When kids learn to read on their own, is it time to 
quit reading out loud? Should you quit reading out loud when they can read for 
themselves? My answer is no. We read out loud till our kids were out of high 
school. We read out loud together, through high school. There is just something 
about reading out loud and that listening skill and learning to be attentive and 
concentrating. For me, in particular, I had a hard time sometimes, I had to really 
get into a book to be hearing it. I do a lot better, I think, when we’re driving and 
when we’re listening, but it takes some attention to be able to do that. 
 
I’d like the idea of starting with reading the Bible as literature first. So find stories 
in the Bible that you can read to the kids at their ages. 
 
I also mentioned Shakespeare, and just to sort of touch on that again, I did like 
Shakespeare. I would choose one Shakespeare play a year that we would take 
turns, we would act it out, I’m not necessarily standing, but they would be parts 
and we would read the different parts and do that. I just think opens their mind to 
something so much better. I know Ashley, I think she was in third or fourth grade 
and wanted to read Taming of the Shrew because we had read that out loud 



together and she wanted to read it on her own. So if your kids are little, you might 
want to read the Lamb’s book, I can’t remember the title of the books, but it’s 
Charles Lamb and they’ve written the Shakespeare plays in story format. That’s a 
good synopsis and then you could read the actual plays. When they were in 
elementary school, I choose—now I’m not reading Hamlet and Macbeth to them at 
that age, although my kids did read, we were in a coop and they read one of those 
when they were in junior high. 
 
Find the comedies, the lighthearted ones like Taming of the Shrew, Midsummer 
Night’s Dream and I remember in high school we did read Romeo and Juliet and it 
was a good topic to be able to talk about dating and courtship and that type of 
thing.  
 
I figured if we read one a year, we would cover at least 10 or 12 in their lifetime of 
homeschooling and it wouldn’t be like we had to spend a whole year just studying 
Shakespeare.  
 
As we read out loud, the concept of narration keeps coming up with Charlotte 
Mason. That is important. You read together and then have the child narrate it back 
to you as a young child. 
 
As they get older, we personally use journals and they would begin to write their 
narrations down and then as they got even older, like 15, 16, 17, and 18, instead of 
just narrating it back, they would write what they think about the book that they’re 
reading. So you start with narration, they’re just telling you the story back, they 
have to listen and concentrate. Then we move to written narration and that would 
be more, you know, 11, 12, 13. Then we moved into journaling about the book that 
they were writing. 
 
IEW does a real good job of this when they’re teaching kids how to write, this is 
Excellence in Writing in their Teaching Writing Structure and Style, you read a 
passage and before you ever have the child write about that passage, they have to 
outline it and then put it away and tell that back, so they are re-telling what that 
story or what that passage is about. 
 
So it’s all connected. They need to be able to verbalize; they also need to be able to 
write.  
 



Finally, I’ll probably hit this in a second, but if a child is narrating to you, you 
could write it down and then that could be their writing activity the next day as 
copy work. They could copy down the narration.  
 
Let’s move on to morals and citizenship. That is part of learning about man and I 
think that—I’m not going to spend a lot of time—I think that goes back to biblical 
character and those habits and the types of things we talked there of really building 
good character in our kids and having them a good work ethic so that they are a 
good citizen in society. 
 
I go back to using character building resources for this. 
 
Composition, I touched a little bit on it just a second ago, but I do think it starts 
with narration and writing it down and you don’t expect your kids to punctuate it 
all right and everything. You write it down and put the punctuation, write it exactly 
like you want that sentence to be, and it may only be one sentence when they’re 
little, and then it may be two sentences and then their copy work may be a 
paragraph. Continue to let them copy, either copy from the book itself or copy 
maybe a narration that they orally told you. 
 
Now, how do you decide what history, what literature, and what composition to 
use? I would say use what your children are interested in. Find time periods, find 
books that they would enjoy and let their composition, let their reading be based on 
their interests. Eventually in high school they’ll read and they’ll have to study 
topics maybe that they’re not as interested in, but in the beginning, find topics that 
they are interested in. Okay, I know you’re saying, “Well, I’ve got 10 kids.” Well, 
then take turns and read out loud, let each child pick the next, take turns reading a 
book that that child’s interested in. 
 
We did this, because my son was not interested in history and we read a lot of 
historical fiction out loud. But he was interested in other topics so he loved any 
book with water, Swiss Family Robinson, Treasure Island, Robinson Crusoe, I 
didn’t think I was going to be able to finish Robinson Crusoe, I would not have 
finished Robinson Crusoe, but Hunter liked it and I was like, “Okay, we will finish 
this, he loved it.” So it may even be something you’re not totally interested in. 
 
Remember as they start to write, don’t worry if they’re just writing themselves, 
don’t worry as much about spelling and punctuation and grammar, that should be 
taught separately, according to Charlotte Mason. I would just remind you that all 
authors and writers have an editor that corrects their writing. Who is your child’s 



editor? Mom. Mom is the editor. So it’s okay to edit. Now don’t turn their whole 
paper red, just their punctuation isn’t right or their capitals aren’t right, don’t 
rewrite their sentences, just fix what’s there so that they know what they need to do 
and let them copy it correctly. 
 
If you go through narration and composition like this and by the time they’re nine, 
and let’s say we started at five or six, they will have had three years of narrating 
back to you great books. They will have a daily diet of great books. I mean, that’s 
so valuable to your kids. 
 
Let me just read what Charlotte Mason has to say about this, she says, and this is 
about narration, composition, literature, it’s sort of all mixed in together. Says, “As 
the object of every writer is to explain himself in his own book, the child and 
author must be trusted together without the intervention of the middle man. What 
his author does not tell him, he must go without knowing for the present.” In other 
words, does Mom need to be telling him everything that’s written in between the 
lines? No. “No explanation will really help him. And explanations of words and 
phrases spoil the text and should not be attempted unless children ask, “What does 
so-and-so mean?” when other children in the class will probably tell them.” 
 
So in other words, you don’t need to be explaining everything to them, let the child 
interact with the author as they narrate back and as they write about whatever 
they’re reading. Sometimes I think moms want to explain it in so much detail that 
you’d lose that interaction between child and author.  
 
All of this really starts with listening and I think it’s important you can do audio 
books in the car, you can have Dad read at night, you can have Mom reading at 
other times. I think it’s also a time that we discuss and I think family meals are a 
great time, where you’re discussing maybe things that you wrote about during the 
day.  
 
I think when it comes to composition also, you ought to find a good journal. I went 
out and let my kids each choose a really nice journal that they could start with their 
copy work and then move into narration, written narration, and then into 
journaling.  
 
Finally, maybe writing letters. If you have a compassion child that you’ve adopted, 
maybe have them practice writing by writing letters to that child.  
 



Kids need to be learning languages and I think this is more of a time for grammar 
and spelling and that type of thing. Even though you may not want to, historically 
kids learn Latin and Greek first, and that’s what Charlotte Mason will have you 
say. At the time they’re also learning history as they study Latin and Greek. It’s 
very important that they learn the spoken language before the written language, 
because the fluency of the spoken language will help your kids understand the 
grammar. 
 
My kids didn’t do a lot of formal grammar, but if they wrote something and read it 
out loud, they could tell you whether it was write or wrong, mostly because they 
had heard it so often, they had heard good language read out loud to them over and 
over and over again as they read books, so they could hear it a lot sooner than they 
could pick it apart and edit it in writing. 
 
I do think it’s important and I think this follows Charlotte Mason that grammar 
starts at an older age. I mean, I would personally sort of wait till they’re like 10 or 
11 to even deal with grammar and I would not use workbooks, I would use real 
books. You’re like, “Real books? How do you do that?” Well, we would take a 
paragraph out of a book that my child loved and I would type it up and make a few 
mistakes and they had to correct those mistakes. That was one way that we would 
do grammar. 
 
Next let’s talk about art because art does introduce us, it gives us the knowledge of 
man. There are some series that I really liked, one is called Come Look With Me 
series and the other is an out of print series called Art for Children. Both of those 
are books that we used to introduce our kids to great works of art. I would take 
them to the museum, some liked it better than others, we went to the Houston 
Museum of Fine Art and Hunter did not know what museum we were going to at 
the time, he just knew we were going to a Houston museum. We pull in the 
parking lot and he’s like, “Oh, no, not this museum!” He thought we were going to 
the Health Museum where you climb through the body parts. We got there, luckily 
he was going to like one of the exhibits because one was Monet and Impressionists 
and the other one was Star Wars. I told him he could not go to the Star Wars 
exhibit unless he put the headset on and listened to three paintings in the 
Impressionists one.  
 
Now, I said that and you all are going, “Gosh, you child didn’t even really like fine 
art!” Well, here’s the irony in it, he was about six or seven, eight at the time. We 
were in London for a weekend and he was the only one that wanted to go to the 
National Gallery in London, National Gallery of Art, and he and I wandered 



around looking at paintings that he had been exposed to over time. So kids can 
come full circle so don’t feel like just because they’re not interested in the younger 
years, that they won’t grow into it. Ashley, on the other hand, really liked art, 
always.  
 
Another thing you could do is just have your kids reproduce great works of art and 
there’s some art curriculum that is out there that will help you in reproducing some 
of the great works of art.  
 
Music also introduces us to man and one of our favorite resources was Classical 
Kids. We listened to those stories over and over again, so much so that when I 
bought some CDs of famous classical musicians, I popped one in and my kids said, 
“Oh, that’s Vivaldi.” They had heard the Vivaldi Classical Kids story so much that 
they recognized Vivaldi when it was just a pure Vivaldi CD. So that’s a fun way, 
an easy way. You’ll notice I’m not trying to make education a drudgery; I’m trying 
to make it fun and exciting. 
 
Let’s move on, knowledge of the universe, science, and we’ve talked about nature 
journals, going on nature walks, keeping a journal of what they see, and again that 
goes back to that habit of observation and paying attention of what’s around you. 
You can learn a lot just by going on nature walks and if you find something, you 
bring it home, spend the next week studying it. That is real life experiences. 
Whatever you find, if you’re building a garden, then go out and if you’ve got 
worms and you’ve got problems and your kids are frustrated because nothing is 
growing and things are eating your plants, then that is nature study and they will 
learn in real life as well. 
 
Geography, especially in the summer time, looking at the different places maybe 
you’re going or your friends are going. One series that I really like is the Paddle to 
the Sea series and I can’t think of the name of the author, but Paddle to the Sea, 
Men of the Mississippi, those are all fun ways to learn geography. Plus when you 
travel, just get a map and let them learn that way as well. If you’re taking a 
summer vacation going to the ocean, you can learn geography and you can learn 
science at the same time. 
 
Mathematics comes under this and I think it’s important that we relate mathematics 
to every day life and sometimes we do study mathematics for its own sake, but I 
think we are still bringing it down and relating it to different ways that you can use 
it in every day life. I think again, mathematics comes back to mastery and I think 
it’s important that they master concepts before they move on. You don’t just keep 



whizzing through some math book. I did a **** [0:52:35.2] last week with When 
Do You Start Kids on Math, and I’ll let you listen to that one instead of me going 
here. 
 
I also think when kids see their moms and dads and other adults applying math in 
their every day life, they start to see that math is part of the universe, that is part of 
the real world. 
 
Then just physical developments, things that are going on in their own body, 
health-wise, and then handcrafts, things that they can actually do and make at 
home, in homemaking and those kinds of things as well. 
 
Physical developments and handicrafts go right along with play and I think they 
will discover a lot about themselves as well. 
 
So what kind of resources would I recommend? There are a boatload of resources, 
I just picked a few. For The Children’s Sake, I’ve already shown you a picture of 
that by Susan Schaeffer Macaulay is probably one of my favorite quick overviews. 
I think as you do choose these other resources, you need to look at the material first 
and remember that a lot of times school texts are dreary as sawdust and we want to 
look at the need of Living Books and what happens with schoolbooks, if you go to 
a curriculum, it’s going to just strip away all the goodness that’s in real books, all 
the living ideas, and we don’t want it to be dry and dull. 
 
So I think we do want some good lists, last week some people asked me about a 
good resource. The Read Aloud Handbook is the one I was trying to think up, that’s 
the one I used regularly. Honey for a Child’s Heart, I think is written from a 
Christian perspective, and we are reworking our copy of Best Books of All Times. 
My daughter, in high school, that was one of her high school projects. She 
basically compiled a list of books that she enjoyed and put them in chronological 
format and so when I talk about real life, or let me say this: When we publish 
something and put something out, it’s a part of who we really are and for Gentry, 
she enjoys reading to this day, she is a voracious reader, she reads more than any 
of my other kids. So this fit her perfectly. 
 
So she basically made a list and put ages next to it and we’re re-working this and 
hope to have it ready in June for her to be able to give out to people so that they’ve 
got a good list from a kid’s perspective, because the others are from adult 
perspective. 
 



Simply Grammar takes grammar and gets the dullness of a workbook and puts it 
into real books. You may learn what nouns are and then you’re supposed to go 
read the book you’re reading this week and look at a paragraph and find all the 
nouns in that paragraph. Then the kids start to see, “Oh, that’s how nouns, they’re 
actually in books, oh, we actually speak them when we read them out loud.” So 
Simply Grammar really does mesh real living books with grammar as well. 
 
Doorpost is one of my favorite resources and this is right here, just a 
conglomeration of resources. For the Instructions in Righteousness is a manual for 
you to use and it’s listed by sins and it talks about the consequences of sinning and 
the blessings of not sinning. It goes back to habits and character building.  
 
The others are charts that you can use in building good habits with your kids and 
building good routines and character and all sorts of things, and we have this on 
our website if anyone wants to read more about it. 
 
Also, Checklist for Parents, that’s just a nice checklist for you to see what you need 
to be going through with your kids from a scriptural standpoint.  
 
Keeping a nature journal sort of goes back to that nature, science, studying science 
and all. That was one of my favorite resources to use with the kids and it’s a great 
resource.  
 
IEW always has a lot, they have a great composition, resources, like I said, that 
start with reading something, outlining it so you don’t—and I don’t even know that 
you need to outline it, maybe read it, narrate it, and rewrite it in your own words. 
 
Poetry memorization, it’s really called linguistic development to do poetry 
memorization because poetry has a different rhythm than prose and so there are I 
don’t know how many poems in there, but it’s all about memorizing poems and it’s 
a great book to be able to practice reading out loud, but also memorizing. They 
may start with Short Little Ooey Gooey Worm I think is the first one and it moves 
to much longer poems. 
 
**** [0:57:25.9] is a great resource for grammar also because what it’s done is one 
of them, you buy one book and you can use it from fourth grade all the way up to 
high school. I think the first one is they took the story of Tom Sawyer and they 
broke it down into chunks for a whole year and so your kids will have like a couple 
sentences of the story of Tom Sawyer and they will have to fix the mistakes in 



there. So once again, it’s bringing it back to a classic book that they would fix the 
mistakes in. I think that’s the last one. 
 
So there are a lot of other ones, I’m going to be making a longer resource list, but 
that’s just a good overview for you to get started with.  
 
Homework for this week, look at your goals for each of your children or for your 
family as a whole and see how Charlotte Mason approach would help you meet 
those goals. I’d really encourage you to write those down as you plan for next 
school year. 
 
Right now I think we’re going to just open it up for questions and you can put them 
in the question box, I will also be looking at the blog and for our Facebook page. I 
didn’t do a very good job for discussions last week on Facebook and right after 
this, I am going to work on getting some questions and let’s go ahead and get some 
discussions going on the Facebook page about classical education, about Charlotte 
Mason.  
 
We’re a little over, okay, I’m going to go for a few minutes, I had no idea, you 
know, I plan these to only be 30 or 40 minutes and it here it is an hour long. Let me 
just go ahead and answer a few of these questions. 
 
“What age do you start reading Shakespeare unabridged?”  
 
Depending on which Shakespeare play I was reading, third or fourth grade. Like I 
said, we read Taming of the Shrew at an early age, but I would stick to the more 
lighthearted ones and not the dramatic tragedies that he has. 
 
She wanted to share that Amazon.com has all 12 Anne books, of Green Gables, for 
a total of 99 cents Kindle edition. Thank you, Lori! Wow, that’s pretty cool. 
 
“Who is the author of Keeping a Nature Journal?” 
 
That is a good question and I used to know because all I did was remember the 
title, let’s see. I don’t know, but I will find that out—Comstock, thank you. 
Someone’s helping me, I thought I could read it on this slide, but I can’t. Comstock 
is the author, I’m sure you can just get it at Amazon if you want. 
 
“Thank you so much for today’s webinar. Are your resource lists available 
online?” 



 
They are not listed yet, but that’s what I am working on. My goal is to have all of 
this written and produced, as far as the audios, mid to end June, so that’s what I am 
working on right now. So if you’re on this list, you’ll be the first one, if you’re 
registered for this workshop, then you will be the first one to even know when this 
is ready, probably, maybe have some special editions, some freebies or something, 
I don’t know. We’re working on that, it’s just taking me a little while to pull it all 
together, but thank you for asking. 
 
“You mention Henty, Henty books, how do you spell that?” 
 
Henty, his name is G.A. Henty; he was a 19th century author of boys adventure 
fiction set in different time periods. The first one we read was The Cat of Bubastes; 
it was set during ancient Egypt. The next one we read was For The Temple; it was 
set during fall of the Jerusalem temple. Those two I remember because they are 
right there. Others that we read were, and I remember our kids put on their top ten 
lists, were With Lee in Virginia, set during—depends on how you want to call it—
the War Between the States or the Civil War.  
 
Then there are other ones, there is one during the French Revolution, there were 
several, lots of them set in England and France and the 100 Year War and War of 
the Roses, there’s a lot set in there, then there are a lot set in 19th century India 
when India was a something of England—can’t think of the word—you know, they 
were under England. A colony of England. So there were a lot set in those time 
periods. 
 
I’ve got someone else telling me The Boy Knight is free on Kindle right now. The 
Boy Knight, I believe is a Henty book as well, so that would be another one. 
 
Our family loved Henty books and Little Britches books, those are a lot of the 
books that Steve read at night time because he likes them as well, and we read 
some other books as well, but I would say most of the 10 years we read together 
were probably Henty books and Little Britches books. 
 
I know that the slides went by and some of you have a couple questions saying, “I 
couldn’t finish copying the notes.” I will be making this available; it’s not going to 
be instantly available. One because I’m not very smart when it comes to getting all 
of this technically up and down and in and out of the internet. So that’s why I say 
all of this will be available in June and just watch your email for that. So sorry if I 
went too fast on certain slides. 



 
“Where can I find the list of suggested books you mention?”  
 
Oh, they’re just sort of in my head. Actually the book list I will tell you, well, one 
thing I will tell you, is if you will go to my blog, HowToHomeschoolMyChild.com 
and you look there, and then one, I will tell you two things, one, you ought to just 
put your email in the top so that you subscribe to the blog so that you know when 
the workshops are happening and you know when these are available for you. It’s 
the top right-hand box on the sidebar. 
 
But there is a search bar there and if you wrote “top 10 books” and searched for 
that and you looked for something in June of last year, June of 2012, that’s a list of 
all our kids’ favorite books, you got 40 books there. 
 
The rest of them that I read were ones that I just jotted down, For the Children’s 
Sake, that I like, that our family likes. So I haven’t even written them down on the 
computer, I will work on that. 
 
The other thing I was going to say is, this Best Books of All Times will include all 
of our favorite books as well. That’s the book that Gentry wrote, I was looking for 
it because I thought it was available online already and I can’t seem to find the 
PDF of it yesterday. So we’re still working on finding that and I will have that 
available soon, too, and we will announce that on the blog as well. 
 
If you’re looking for suggested resources, I’ll put that back up.  
 
I’m not quite sure what this means, but I will try to help you.  
 
“Walking By the Blog is a list of free Kindle books including G.A. Henty, there’s 
88 under free children’s classics.” 
 
So you might look under Kindle for some of the Henty books as well. 
 
Someone did bring to mind, I should have included this particular website, because 
I actually did use it for a while when I was learning, my first couple years of 
homeschooling, and that is AmblesideOnline.com. Lots of Charlotte Mason online 
book lists, curriculum, and resources. AmblesideOnline.com. They actually, if I 
remember correctly, have curriculum that will tell you, here’s what you ought to be 
doing with younger kids and here’s what you could be doing with middle aged kids 
and older kids, so thank you, it looks like Mandy, for reminding me of that.  



 
Then it says, “I meant to say Walking by the Way Blog.”  
 
Walking by the Way Blog posts free children’s classics for your Kindle. So if 
you’re looking for free children’s classics for your Kindle, you could go to 
Walking by the Way Blog. You all have got some great resources I’m going to be 
adding. 
 
When I finish this, there will be sort of appendixes that will have complete listing 
of everything that I can find on Charlotte Mason. I just didn’t have time and I 
wasn’t going to bore you with five slides of resources that you wouldn’t have time 
to copy down anyway. So I just summed up some that I personally use, that I 
thought were excellent. I want to always be sure I include some kind of Christian 
resource and I will tell you, and I don’t know about this one, obviously this is all 
from a Christian perspective, because it’s using the Bible to build habits and 
character. I knew Andrew, this isn’t necessarily Christian poems, but IEW has a 
Christian background and Simply Grammar, I’m pretty sure Karen Andreola does 
as well.  
 
“Are there any good resources for free classics for Nooks?” 
 
Here’s what we’re going to do: On Facebook, I am going to post something about 
free resources for classics. If you’ll let me list it first as How To Homeschool My 
Child, it will show up on the wall. If one of you lists the question, it’s going to 
show up in that top right-hand corner. So as soon as I get off, I am going to post, 
I’m going to probably put two posts, one for Kindle free classics and one for Nook 
free classics. Then I’m going to let you all share resources because you all 
obviously know a lot of resources that I don’t know. 
 
Finally, “Could you include resources that apply to special needs kids, particularly 
autism?”  
 
Interesting you brought that up, Meredith, because on July 11, I’m almost positive 
that’s the right day, we are hosting a workshop with Dr. Linda Silbert [phonetic] 
and she works with special needs kids. It’s on a Tuesday night and I will be posting 
all the details one week before, on June 4th, but go ahead and mark your calendar 
for special needs kids, it’s called Learning By Playing—and I’m not saying we 
won’t find some things for Charlotte Mason or some of these approaches, but I was 
real excited when I met—I’ve actually not met her in person, we just talked on the 
phone, I was introduced to her by Dan Morris—so we were supposed to do this 



workshop in May, it didn’t work out and now we’re going to do it in June. So the 
whole workshop will be devoted to that and you’ll have a chance, if you have a 
special question about autism and I can give it to her ahead of time, that would be 
better. She will be giving some resources that you can use, some ideas, but I don’t 
know, she has a workshop planned, and I don’t know how much time we’ll have 
for Q&A at the end. So if you have questions I can give her ahead of time, she 
could probably be sure to cover those in her workshop. So that is, it’s Tuesday, 
June 11th. Second Tuesday of June, we’ll be putting information out and 
registration on the blog. Thank you so much for asking that. 
 
Our next workshop is on unit studies. It is next Thursday at May 30th, same place. 
If you are here, you will be getting an email on Wednesday and you should be 
getting one on Thursday, but I’m not sure that that’s happening. You should be 
getting an email with a link to this next workshop. GoTo Webinar makes us make 
a new workshop every week and so that’s why you’ve got to do a different log in 
every single time. 
 
Thank you so much, this has been so much fun, I’ve just had a great time, I love 
Charlotte Mason approach, I love classical approach, I dovetailed both of those 
over the years for what we personally did so the things I’m sharing, are activities 
and things that we actually did ourselves, so I hope that’s encouraging to you as 
well. 
 
So if there aren’t any more questions, which I don’t see, remember that all of these 
workshops will be available for recording. I’m working on getting that done in 
June and we’ll have all of it at one time when I get it together, you will be the first 
to know because you all are the ones that were registered for our workshops.  
 
Thanks so much for your time. I’m Kerry Beck with 
HowToHomeschoolMyChild.com, have a great day. 
 


