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Biblical Principle Approach to Christian Homeschooling 
 
 
Well this is Kerry Beck with How to Homeschool My Child and we are on one of our series in 
Approaches to Christian Homeschooling: How to Choose Christian Homeschool Curriculum for 
Your Children. I’m excited because the approach that we’re going to discuss today is specifically 
about biblical perspectives, biblical worldview, biblical principles in your homeschooling. 
 
So let’s go ahead and get started and we’ve already talked about several approaches to home 
schooling, traditional classical, Charlotte-Mason and unit studies. But this week, we are talking 
about the principle or biblical worldview approach. We’ve got two more sessions planned and 
next week we will be talking about unschooling-resource rich environment. I will also be talking 
about lapbooking and making lapbooks as well as just resting in God and relaxing. 
 
I think all of those tie together and I’m doing a workshop just on resting in God and trusting him. 
I think I’m going to do it in next week’s workshop but this week, we are going to be talking 
about biblical principle approach. I will also be spending some time talking about notebooking. 
So I know some of you might be on here to learn a little bit more about notebooking. 
 
Well, like I said, we’ve talked about the classical education. During that session, we talked about 
the tools of learning, giving our kids a love of learning so that they would become lifelong 
learners. 
 
We then talked about the Charlotte Mason approach to homeschooling which includes living 
books, building good, Godly habits, having a real purpose for your learning and making it part of 
everyday life.  
 
Unit studies is the same thing. We study all on one topic and we have all of our areas centered on 
one topic and again we relate that to real life which a lot of times will motivate our kids to learn. 
 
But today we’re going to talk about the principle approach and there are a few things I want to 
say. I’m going to start out the principle approach talking about the FACE Group and that it’s a 
group that actually uses the principle approach in all of their studies. They’ve written some 
curriculum called the Noah Curriculum and some of that, what they have to say is there are three 
vital concepts.  
 
One, that kids and adults need a knowledge of our Christian history, our church history and I 
think that is something that is very lacking. Well obviously lacking in the homeschool but also in 
the – I mean in the public school but also I think in the homeschool market as well. 
 
I know for me because we did study church history and Christian history, that really brought a lot 
of things to life for me personally and I had a lot of “aha” moments and so I think hopefully that 
was good for our kids as well. 
 
Secondly, we want to understand the role in the spread of Christianity. We also want to live 
according to biblical principle upon which our country was founded. 
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So we really want to look at how our Christian history affects all areas of our lives and all 
subject areas when we’re using the principle approach as it’s defined in a lot of different 
homeschooling resources. 
 
Now the reason I call it the principle approach is there are several biblical principles that they 
believe kids should know and this is just a chart that I took from that group to give you an idea of 
what they’re talking about. 
 
So in the first column, you will see the principle approach principle. In other words, this is what 
you’re going to teach our kids in their homeschool, God’s principle of individuality. That comes 
from a biblical principle which is Christian individuality. The opposing principle is collectivism 
and the next one is self-government and there’s a Christian self-government and there’s anarchy. 
So you’re looking at each one of those. 
 
We need to teach our kids to govern themselves and so that’s what that whole principle is. You 
can see there are several different ones. Conscience is the most sacred of all property and it 
comes from biblical stewardship versus communism, communal living where everyone grows 
things in a pot and then we just share it. 
 
That is really what God talks about when it comes to stewardship. There are verses that say 
unless a man works, he shall not eat. So these are the principles that I would say the FACE 
Group has written in the Noah curriculum. These are the principles that they are using. 
 
Now having said that, I think this is very specific. I would like to spend the rest of our time 
talking about giving our kids more as a general biblical worldview as they study different subject 
areas. 
 
As I do that, they are then going to – we will see the biblical principles are going to creep up 
along the way. I like this idea and I like what we have to say about this biblical approach because 
I do think if you center on biblical principles, we’re going to train our kids to be highly educated 
Christians so that they have critical thinking skills. They’re going to have strong morals and I 
think this – what they have found is these principles is based on where the United States came 
from. What kind of education did the United States provide in the founding of America? So these 
are the principles that America was grounded on. 
 
Like I said, it came more from a biblical worldview and it would include a biblical worldview. It 
would include notebooking and it would include the four Rs. I believe when you tie all of these 
together as you’re educating your kids, you really can give your kids a very strong education so 
that they can become the leaders of tomorrow whether that’s in church, media, business, 
government. If they use these ideas, the biblical world view in all subject areas, notebooking, 
what they learned and the four Rs that we will talk about, they’re going to be able to evaluate 
current events from a biblical worldview. They’re going to be able to reject wrong. 
 
They’re going to be able to espouse right ideas in all areas of life and it’s all rooted I think in our 
Christian history as well. They’re going to be able to reason from a biblical perspective and that 
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was really one of our goals or at least my goals when I was homeschooling was to raise our kids 
so they could agree biblically. I think this approach goes right along with it. 
 
If you’ve been listening over the last few weeks, you will see that I actually use a lot of all of 
these approaches. The very style when we talk about Christian leadership is going to be a 
summary of how I tie all of that together to raise my kids to be Christian leaders and each of 
these weeks we’re really building deeply into just one specific approach. 
 
So let’s just move on.  Let’s talk about biblical world view because it’s very important that we 
filter everything through scripture. As you’re reading a story, a novel, talk about the characters in 
there. Did they act in a godly way or an ungodly way? How would God expect these people to 
live? You can even do that – my daughter did not want to read Pippi Longstocking. Pippi 
Longstocking was one of my favorite books when I was in elementary school. 
 
She did not want to and I could not understand. That’s a fun book. She’s always off on some 
adventure. Well, I discovered it’s because Pippi Longstocking would lie about what’s going on. 
She didn’t want to read anything like that. She didn’t want to deal with that. 
 
I think a lot of it she was filtering but she was reading through scripture. She knew it was wrong 
to lie so she didn’t really want to read about someone who is lying. So that’s just a very small 
example of how you can do that. Obviously as you’re studying history and time periods, you can 
look at what the biblical worldview is during those time periods or what their world view is and 
then determine if it’s biblical or if it’s not. What kind of lessons can we learn from there? 
 
You can do that in science. You can do that in math even. Everything is orderly in math and so 
we can go back and look and see how God shows order in scripture as well. All subjects can be 
studied just like I mentioned. We can look at the parts and we can look at – I know when we 
were studying modernity. We saw the transition from rich Middle Ages, renaissance reformation 
arts into the impressionist and then it moved into modern art and in modernity, everything was 
functional. We weren’t looking at truth, beauty and goodness anymore. We were more concerned 
about productivity and with functionality. 
 
You look at a building that was built in the 1500s, those gorgeous cathedrals in Europe and then 
you come look at a school building or even a church today. Most modern churches are very 
functional. They haven’t confirmed themselves about the beauty that they preach to us of Jesus 
Christ. They’re just getting a building up there. 
 
So you can look in architecture in that way. You can do the same thing with music and filter 
what you’re learning through scripture. 
 
Church history, again, and I would say as you are studying history, you should really be studying 
either bible history or church history. So the Old Testament and the New Testament in that Rome 
time period in the early church where there’s some overlap with the New Testament and the 
church. You should then begin studying church history from back then all the way to the present. 
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You ought to constantly be looking to see what’s going on in the church during that time period. 
You can use maps at that time. You can use timelines or you can journal or you can use a 
combination of these and we’re going to talk about notebooking but I think it is very important 
that whenever you’re studying history, you are looking at church history alongside it. 
 
One of my favorite books to study church history is the Church History in Plain Language. It is 
a big brown book. I mean fat, fat, fat and when I got it, I was like, “Am I really going to read it?” 
Well I have read parts of it three times. There was a time period. I pretty much read it start to 
finish as we studied history but there are other times that I was picking and choosing and the 
chapters are mostly just three or four pages long and there’s always timelines at the beginning of 
several chapters. 
 
So, to me, it’s really a great way and it’s a very easy to understand church history as you’re 
studying history at the same time. Church History in Plain Language is the name of that book. 
 
All right, next – oh, I wanted to read this quote. Katherine Dang is part of – she has written a lot 
about principle education, principle approaches, and she says, “Self-education and self-
government are close relatives. The principles eliminate the gaps between philosophy and 
practicality, bible and subject and the written word and the living word. That bridge is 
constructed from the purity of Christian scholarship.”  
 
She’s encouraging us as we teach our kids to be self-educated and to be self-governed. That is 
something that relates – they’re very closely related and as we’re doing that, we ought to be 
teaching our kids biblical principles. Our kids, when they are reading in general, they will be 
filtering it through the living word or the bible. 
 
When they are dealing with a subject area, if they are constantly studying the scripture and 
you’re homeschooling and you’re always tying it back to biblical worldview, they’re going to 
think of science through the scripture; philosophy and practicality, same thing. All of these 
things, the more you talk about a biblical worldview, I think that gap between the bible and all 
other readings is small. Now they may not agree but it’s just automatic to read the book and filter 
it through scripture. When you’re doing this, what she’s calling it is Christian scholarship, 
scholarly learning from a biblical worldview.  
 
All right. So let’s move on to notebooking, the second area I would say of the biblical principle 
approach. If you’re going to use notebooking, we’re not going to have fill-in-the-blank type 
activities or multiple choice. 
 
We’re going to allow our kids to make their own textbook. In other words, they are going to pull 
together a notebook of the information they’ve learned and I’m going to talk more specifically 
about the notebook. 
 
So it can begin at a young age with illustrations and maybe a caption and as your kids get older, 
then they can actually be writing about these different areas whether it’s a science notebook or 
music notebook or whatever. 
 



Kerry Beck  Page 5 of 15 
 

They can be coming up with a notebook that really contains all the information about that 
particular period that they’re studying. Notebook in here includes vocab and biblical principles 
and it can also include their thoughts, their meditations and it just depends I think on the ages of 
the kids. 
 
So, there may be a chance for you to use vocabulary. Now I will tell you that going back to the 
Noah Curriculum, it is very important to them. They do use a lot of vocabulary exercises. When 
you find the words and you want to talk about it and deal with, they go back to the Noah Webster 
dictionary of 1828 and they will read the definition there and do an analysis. They just sort of 
begin their study and so it might be – if you’re talking about the American Revolution, then you 
can look at the word “freedom” and see what is said. That would be the beginning of your 
research is the vocabulary for that particular subject that you’re talking about science and maybe 
you’re going to be talking about rocks and minerals. You would go back and look at some of the 
definitions. 
 
It is a fairly Christian view of words, let’s say. I think there are still a lot of Christian beliefs back 
at that time period and so that influenced the dictionary, when Noah Webster wrote it. 
 
I believe notebooking again is very individualized and so kids can be studying what they are 
interested in or you choose a topic and they are learning at their own rate. Now everyone can be 
studying the same topic like we did in unit study but notebooking is a way to all study together. 
It’s going to record what your kids are learning. 
 
I do think it’s really important that we remember as you’re learning, your textbook is the bible in 
all these areas. Let’s go on. In notebooking, I think it’s very important to those who have never 
done it, to start small and move forward gradually. Don’t start a notebook in five different 
subject areas with every child. Just start with maybe a copybook notebook or dictation notebook. 
That would be very easy to enter something every single day or a writing notebook because 
hopefully your kids are writing every single day. 
 
So start small and gradually. Begin with something of interest. Refer those back to our unit 
study. You want it to be interesting to the kids and so you might start with something that’s 
interesting to everyone. I like nature notebooks and that’s a good place to study because most 
kids are interested in the world around them and going on nature walks and recording some of 
what they’ve found. 
 
If each child has their notebook, it’s going to allow them to show what they are personally 
learning and it’s going to – they get to have their perception and it’s going to be a little different 
from maybe the brother or sister’s conclusions that they draw. Don’t expect perfection and I 
think that’s so true especially in the beginning. 
 
We need to allow our kids to make mistakes and you might even make some mistakes in trying 
to get your notebooks together in the beginning. It doesn’t have to be a perfect notebook. Now I 
used to be a lot more of a perfectionist than I am. There are some things that I probably still have 
perfectionism. 
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I would take it one step at a time. Like I said, don’t try to do everything all at one time. I think 
it’s real important that our kids work on one to sort of get in the hang of it and then maybe add 
another one. Eventually after two or three years, each kid might have five or six notebooks. 
 
We started actually with a copywork notebook and a history notebook and as they worked on 
history, it’s not everything went into the notebook but important papers would go into the 
notebook and they had an ancient section and I think it’s like ancient Egypt, ancient Greece, 
ancient Rome, Middle Ages and there was a divider in between each one of those. That was just 
one of the ones we started with. 
 
I think it is important to know that when you’re notebooking, you are first to internalize some of 
these things. You want to be notebooking and relating it to God’s word and we’re going to talk a 
little more about that in the four Rs. 
 
Let’s talk about some different kinds of notebooks. What about a bible notebook? How do you 
start a bible notebook? I say start at the beginning. If the kids are little, on a very sound 
storybook and as you’re reading each story, let your kids maybe illustrate one of the stories and 
you could write a caption underneath it depending on her age. As they get older, you can do your 
regular bible reading from whichever translation you use and start in the Old Testament and 
move forward. 
 
Again, as your kids are young, they might illustrate it and write a brief narration of that particular 
story. As your kids get older, they can start a bible journal where they’re actually writing what 
you’re reading about in the bible and maybe during family devotions or maybe they can keep a 
notebook about what they are learning personally in the bible. I know each of my kids have kept 
bible notebooks especially as they got older and they’ve done them to different degrees. Some 
are deeper than others but they kept notebooks about different areas of study. 
 
Proverbs is a great book for both of the young men and young women in their teen years and it 
might be that they read two or three verses in Proverbs and then write down what they’re 
learning from it as they’re – in the teen ages. 
 
You may want to do a concordance study and give your kids a word that they could look up in a 
concordance and draw some conclusions. If you’re not sure where to get started, I would say 
maybe the word “save” or “righteousness” or “wise”. 
 
One of my favorite ones is salvation and if you’ve never done a concordance study on “saved” or 
– “save” probably is a better word. You ought to do it and ask yourself, “Safe from what?” In 
every single situation because we just think of saved as on just saved from penalty of sin. I’m 
going to heaven and I’m saved. But saved is used a lot of different ways 
 
So you need to really look at the context as you do a concordance study. Then next, what if we 
had a literature notebook? Again, I would start very small. Maybe just want to keep a recording 
of the different books that your kids read and I know when our kids were little, we just kept a 
spreadsheet in their notebook and they could write down as they were reading different books.  
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As they get older, maybe a short, little synopsis. There are lots of great printables out there for 
you to use and forms that you can use and you could maybe illustrate one of the characters or a 
setting. You could do a book report but you might instead just put together two or three of the 
narrations that your kids have done as they were reading a particular book and maybe one final 
summary narration.  
 
As they get older, I think your kids need to interact with the book. This is very similar to 
journaling and maybe even record some of the questions that they ask and they’ve answered as 
they were working through the novel or maybe write about how well the author practiced his 
craft or how well the characters were developed. Did the author paint scenes very well? 
 
So those are different things that you can look in, in literature or you may even keep an author 
notebook and information about particular authors that you’re doing with Shakespeare studies. 
That would work out very well. 
 
Next we have copybooks or dictations and if you will remember, Benjamin Franklin, he worked 
on a copybook when he was older like in his teens and we’re shocked because we think 
copywork is for five, six, and seven-year-olds but he would do copywork and then he would not 
only do that. He would copy it and then he would try to rewrite it in his own words and that’s 
very similar to how we are teaching our kids to write. They take a passage and they rewrite it in 
their own words. 
 
So you might have a notebook that is copywork or it may be dictation depending on where the 
kids are. In the beginning, it may just be tracing or it may be copying a sentence that mom or dad 
has given or maybe it’s copying a whole paragraph out of a book that they’re reading. 
 
You can allow your kids to illustrate the copybook assignment. You could use this as dictation as 
well. Use a wide variety of sources. Maybe scripture passages, well-written lines or verse or 
favorite literature passages, quotes, historical speeches. You could even do science theories if 
you wanted to. 
 
I would be very careful in choosing your passages that you want your kids to copy. It goes along 
with dictation. You just have a notebook or you could have a copywork in the front and dictation 
in the back as well. 
 
Now a writing notebook, that is one that we also have for a long time and this was a place for us 
to keep the writing. Your kids ought to be writing everyday. That could be copywork or it could 
be writing assignments. We kept a notebook that – one particular notebook but it just had all the 
finished writing assignments that our kids had done. 
 
I think it is important that if you are writing, that you really work on changing your kids’ 
attitude. If they don’t have a good attitude about writing or you don’t, they’re certainly not. If 
you’re really struggling with that, I always point people to excellence in writing and start with 
something like teaching writing structure and style or Student Writing Intensive. 
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Student Writing Intensive is nice because the kids get to listen to Andrew Pudewa who will teach 
their lessons and he’s always telling jokes and making it interesting for the kids. 
 
Also I think it’s important that they can be writing about what they’re reading. I think they 
should start with rewriting passages in their own words. Then from there, rewriting stories in 
their own words or rewriting information that they have found about a particular topic in the 
form of a research or a report of some sort. 
 
So you can include descriptive writing in here, biographies, book reviews, news stories, research 
paper, character sketches, poems, short stories, all sorts of information when it comes to a 
writing notebook. 
 
Next we have a history notebook and with history, I said this is one that we started at the 
beginning. We relied a lot on biographies and good historical fiction to tell the story. We didn’t 
read much of the textbooks. So my kids could narrate to me depending on their age and I could 
write it down for them and then they could copy that into their notebooks or they could write 
their own narration for the stories that we were reading. 
 
It’s important like I said that we study bible history and church history right alongside secular 
history. So if you’re studying ancient Egypt, then be studying Moses and what’s going on with 
him as well and the exodus from Egypt. 
 
I think as your kids get older and their thinking skills get better, they can start to write in their 
history notebooks about comparisons and contrasts, maybe different leaders or different places, 
cause and effect, especially when it comes to battles and war or who’s in power. 
 
So there’s a lot of critical thinking that you can do as well. I would include in these notebooks 
maps but remember you don’t have to map every single thing there is. I would include timelines 
in there. We had timelines in that help you sort of study in a chronological order. 
 
If you are going on field trips, you may want to take pictures of places that you had visited, so 
these sort of like are scrapbooks of the history studies that you have. 
 
Next and I will tell you I’m not – this is just a quick overview of what you can include in 
notebooks. There’s a lot more that you can include but you can see the picture at the top on this 
page is an one type of notebook and the bottom is a science notebook and it’s more of a lapbook 
but that could be considered a notebook and you can have pockets and include the information 
that your kids are learning about that topic. 
 
Well, in science in the beginning, I would just maybe have your kids drawing diagrams or 
illustrations of scientific topics. When your kids are old enough to experiment which is probably 
at any age they love to experiment, start doing some experiments. 
 
Then you can start recording either in picture form or in written form what happened with that 
science experiment and there are forms. I’m sure there’s plenty of free printables online for 
going through the scientific method. Maybe get some of those and let your kids fill those out as 
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you do experiment and put them in their science notebooks. We use our notebook especially at 
the high school level for our lab reports and we had a system, a little form that they had to fill out 
for their lab reports. I will try to remember to get that and sort of include it with the slides 
because I don’t have it right here. 
 
Another thing we did in science is we would read biographies of scientists that were related to 
the scientific topics. So if we were studying astronomy, we might study Galileo. We would read 
a biography of Galileo. If we were studying gravity, we would read a biography of Sir Isaac 
Newton and we might include a paragraph or short story about that particular scientist. 
 
Next we have research and projects and this can just be unending. Now with the younger kids, 
you might have very – a short little research as an afternoon type thing that they’re looking into 
and you would be helping them a lot. 
 
My son, when he was about six or seven years old, loved the jungle. So he had a project. Now 
this wasn’t a very short project. It took him about a year and a half and he wrote a book called 
The Jungle Book and it was the ABCs of the jungle. 
 
He basically did the research, finding an animal or something in the jungle that started with each 
letter of the alphabet and then wrote two or three sentences. It was supposed to be sort of a topic 
clincher type paragraph for each one of those animals. 
 
So he might do one a week or one every other week but that was a research project for him at 
seven years old. Now, there were times at the beginning where he might have maybe information 
for his paragraph. I would type that out and then he would write it. 
 
We ended up actually publishing it. I should probably get that out and be able to share that with 
people so they could see what a seven-year-old can actually do when it comes to research. 
 
Now, the research in projects, again like as I said, it has to do with their interest, that your kids 
choose something they’re interested in and do some research and do some projects. 
 
Let them make a notebook that they decorated and if it is something they’re working over a 
month period, maybe they’re working on it everyday or maybe it’s something like my son did 
where he would work on a little bit each week until he would completely finish. 
 
You might look for information, resources about that topic book, kits, projects, ideas, whatever is 
appropriate. Now, you might even set aside an area of your house for the research project. 
Maybe it’s one end of the kitchen table or maybe it’s just a corner of your game room where you 
can keep stuff out and you’re not always having to rebuild or redo that particular research 
project. 
 
As they get older, my kids when they were in high school, had an annual term paper. So they had 
to write a research paper, just like a typical high school research paper and they had to do a 
project. The book that I’ve given away a couple of times, the best book of all times by Gentry 
Beck as a freshman or sophomore – I don’t remember what year. It was her project and so you 
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would choose a project that they could work on for say six or eight weeks and I just let it be 
something that they were actually very interested in. 
 
Then finally, we have scrapbooking and some people are really into scrapbooking so that may be 
a way that you want to notebook and if that’s the case, you can maybe one afternoon a week get 
all the scrapbook materials out and let your kids work on whatever notebook they’re working on. 
 
That might include a list. It might be a page every year of the reading list of the books that your 
kids have done and maybe pictures of the books or still prints that you take and related to the 
books. It might include handwriting samples at each year. So you see, this is a scrapbook that 
would sort of cover many years. 
 
Maybe the first six years and the first year has four or five pages in it. So these would be the 
things you might include for each year, a reading list, handwriting sample, writing samples, 
maybe photos. We always took the first day of school photo in the same place of our house every 
year even until my youngest was a senior in high school. So that was a long time. Maybe you’ve 
got some audio that you can include or maybe a link to some audio. Maybe some art work that 
they’ve done and you can see how the kids’ artwork changes from being stick figures to real art, 
maybe portrait art. 
 
End of year interviews, maybe you talk to the kids about that school year and you have them 
write down some thoughts about that particular year. You might even fit your own thoughts in 
there. I wish that I had done a better job of keeping a scrapbook of the school over the years that 
would sort of summarize what they did. We kept scrapbooks that weren’t necessarily related just 
to school. That’s just a quick summary, quick overview of some different types of notebooks you 
could carry. 
 
So let’s talk – oh my gosh, this is the long one. Let’s talk about the four Rs. The four Rs is a way 
that you can do research with your kids because remember, the whole point of the biblical 
principle approach is discover the biblical route or the biblical meaning, the biblical principles in 
a particular subject area. 
 
So we want to start with researching God’s word. You need to go to scripture and see what God 
has to say. If you are reading a book about evolution, then you would go to creation, the stories 
Genesis one and two and look at what God has to say about that topic. 
 
Maybe you are studying ancient Egypt and you would go in and read the story of the Exodus and 
try to relate. I don’t know, that you solve the issue of exactly when it was happening in ancient 
Egypt and there are several thoughts about which pharaoh was in leadership.  
 
But you would do your due diligence and research that in God’s words. From there, we would 
reason from the research truth to draw and apply principles. So, this is getting our kids to really 
think. They’re going from the subject area to researching it in God’s words and then reasoning. 
This is a thinking process. 
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You want to write out your reasoning from cause and effect. We would then relate these truths 
and principles that were discovered to the subject area and to the student’s character as well. 
 
I would say as you’re doing this reasoning and relating, I would like to just read a quote from 
Lori Harris. I think it really sums up best what we’re talking about when we’re talking about 
reasoning and relating. 
 
She says, “We may be the best Christian parents ever to teach our children bible lessons. Build 
that relationship and cultivate excellent readers and writers for the Lord. We must also teach 
them the history of God’s hands in developing a nation where the church and the individual has 
experienced the greatest liberty to achieve God’s best. Otherwise, we have failed.” 
 
We can teach them all the bible concepts in the world but if we’re not relating that to real life, to 
the subject areas, to life that’s going on around us, which is reading and writing and history and 
science, all in that. All that’s going around is in our student’s character. We ought to be 
researching, reasoning and relating and then finally we want to record that. 
 
Each child might have a little bit different record of what they’re learning and so they’re going to 
record the individual application of the biblical principles to that subject area. 
 
So each teacher and student can record how biblical principles apply to the subject they are 
studying and just in life in general. This is what I think really makes a big impact on your kids 
and it will imprint deeply on their minds and their memory so that they will remember some of 
the concepts that they had been learning and this is where you can record it in their notebook. 
 
So the four Rs are to research, to reason, to relate and to record. In summary really, we’re just 
identifying the Christianity biblical worldview of each subject and we need to remember that 
each subject area was created by God and so it’s going to reveal his story of cause and effect in 
the events of man and nations throughout time. 
 
So we really do want to delve into that. So let’s talk about just real quickly the strength. Students 
learn to think governmentally using the three institutions. Students become self-learners and they 
are self-governed. They apply biblical principles to the whole of life and to all different subject 
areas. 
 
They’re going to create their own notebooks and so that will be a personal record of what they 
are learning and they can really develop reasoning and research skills. I think that is vital 
because then they are filtering everything through the great scripture. 
 
Finally, students will become independent learners and thinkers and I think that is what will lead 
them to be strong Christian leaders in the future. Some of the weaknesses are it may present a 
narrow view of history if you are just following the Noah approach. They tend to come across as 
just studying American history. I don’t think that’s completely true but you could get really 
sucked into only studying the American history and Christian history of America. Like I just 
said, focusing mainly on American history. 
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It is going to take some teacher preparation. You’re going to be learning alongside if you’re 
doing it all out. You would be keeping a notebook and you would be doing the research 
alongside your kids. You would be learning alongside. That’s what I did. To be honest, I kept a 
writing journal or reading journal and I would write each day in my journal about whatever the 
book is we were reading as the kids were in high school because I wanted them to know if I was 
asking them to do it, I’m going to do it as well. 
 
I wanted to model that for them and that was just part of mentoring them. There isn’t as much 
prepared curricula. I do think there is some out there and we’re going to share some resources in 
a minute but you may have to come up with more of it yourself and then that’s sort of the beauty 
of the biblical principle approach is you are learning together so they’re similar to the unit study 
approach. 
 
Now how can you put the principle approach into practice? I would say these are just general 
ideas that really just summarize what I’ve just talked about, that you can compare your studies to 
biblical principles. With younger kids, you’re going to dive into those biblical principles. As they 
get older, they should be more independent in thinking through and coming up with the biblical 
principles in their studies as well. 
 
Start using notebooks. If you haven’t done any notebooks before, choose one and just get started 
with one. You could get one over the summer, which is a break during the summer. So people 
are like, “I couldn’t do that. My kids went into school for three months.” 
 
Well, just because I took a break from curriculum and out of regular school day, didn’t mean my 
kids quit learning because educational learning was just a part of everyday. They still read and 
they actually wrote some as well. They didn’t just sit in front of the TV all day. 
 
If you are just sitting in front of the TV all day for three months, then I would encourage that we 
went places. We were part of the reading program and we went to activities at the library. 
 
So we were very involved. We did stuff. It was just swimming and that kind of thing but you 
might choose a notebook or maybe you wanted to start to scrapbook. 
 
So one day a week this summer, you work on a scrapbook, getting it set up for the upcoming 
year so that you’ve got a page already set up for a writing sample and the reading list and place 
with the photos, field trips, maybe artwork. 
 
You go ahead and get that started but just start on one notebook when you get started and then I 
would really work on your four Rs if you’re going to apply the biblical approach, principle 
approach. As you are using this, you may not do this everyday. I wouldn’t do it but I would say 
for me it was easiest to start in history or literature and I could use a book whether it was 
historical fiction or just a novel and we could go through those four Rs of research, reason, relate 
and record. 
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Then I think it’s important that we discuss in live biblical principles. Again we go back to dinner 
time. Dinner time discussions of what your kids are learning and relating that to biblical 
principles. It’s just as important to discuss them as it is to write them. 
 
I think it’s important to do both of those, to record it in the notebook and to discuss it. So maybe 
you discuss it in the evening and then the next day, they actually do some recording as well. 
 
Now what are some resources? I would say one is teach your child how to think with mentoring. 
That’s like an ebook that I wrote. It’s on our website How To Homeschool My Child and it’s just 
about homeschooling but it’s a book on getting our kids to think and critical thinking skills and 
you do it with mentoring and it’s all about you’re both learning together and you’re researching 
and you’re reading and you’re journaling together. 
 
So that’s a good resource. Truth Quest History is one of my favorite history resources because 
she is constantly analyzing history from a biblical worldview. So her question in every situation 
or time period is, “Who is God to this society? Who is man?” You can learn a lot about history 
just asking those two questions and it will sometimes force you to scripture, to see is their god 
right or how are they treating mankind. 
 
When you look at ancient Egypt, that’s what we’ve been talking about, who is god? It was 
pharaohs and even after they died, they were still god because they were supposed to come back 
in an afterlife. 
 
Who is man? Well, most men were slaves to the pharaoh and they had to do what the pharaoh 
said and they didn’t own land. They built pyramids, that type of things. Obviously look at 
different time periods and you can read historical fiction at the same time like Golden Goblet and 
Mara, Daughter Of The Nile and those are good books that get your kids into what’s the culture 
of ancient Egypt and then it sort of ties all together. 
 
Truth Quest History has all of that for you because it has a reading list. It has history 
commentary and it has writing assignments. 
 
Teaching the Trivium would be another book that’s going to really encourage you how to apply 
the biblical worldview to different subject areas. 
 
Something ran through my head and now I can’t remember it. Oh! I didn’t include this but 
writing. I would go back to excellence in writing and you can find all the resources on 
HowToHomeschoolMyChild.com under language arts, under the resources and I have reviewed 
almost every single one of their resources with a short video review which you can actually go 
and look at it. 
 
Then finally, these notebooking pages. I’ve had a little button there but they have a free members 
area and for their notebooking pages and that’s the left side that will take you straight to their 
website HowToHomeSchoolMyChild.com/NotebookingPages and so there is paid stuff there but 
there’s a whole free members area. So I would go and just sort of search around. There are lots 
of probably good free printables that you can use. 
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I will tell you – let’s see if we can get back to that page. Well this might take longer. It looks like 
there were 25 of these buttons here. They have a whole notebook on themed copywork and they 
have a whole notebook on nature study and American presidents and first ladies and black 
history. So that would be a great place for you to get started if you need a little help with 
notebooking. 
 
All right. Homework. Look at your goals for each child or goals for your family. See how 
biblical principles would help you meet those goals. I would suggest how could you use 
notebooks next year in your school year. 
 
So what I want to do is have time for questions. Like I said, you can look on my blog. I have 
articles right now on the classical approach, Charlotte Mason approach, unit studies approach. I 
am writing one on principle approach and it will be up by first of next week. So you can enter 
questions there. You can get on Facebook. We had a great chat on Tuesday night about unit 
studies and I’ve been posting one question each day. 
 
So if you have a question, then you might want to just send it to me and we might post it on the 
blog. I mean on Facebook and let some people interact about it there. Watch for discussions here. 
We won’t be having a chat this Tuesday because this Tuesday is a special webinar on learning by 
playing.  
 
If your kids cry or get upset when they’re learning or frustrated, you probably want to get on this 
webinar with author Linda Silbert. She will also be talking about special needs kids, ADHD, that 
type of thing and I’m going to ask her that she would at least talk a little bit about autism because 
that question has come up many times. 
 
OK. Let’s take some questions right now. If you have a question about biblical principle 
approach, go ahead and put this in the question box and I will be happy to answer that. As you’re 
typing up, I was just mentioning that earlier. I would really get on that Facebook page and on our 
Facebook page and look at it. There’s a lot of great information in the last two chats. 
 
We talked about the Charlotte Mason approach. We talked about the classical approach on that 
Facebook page. We talked about unit studies, people that shared resources, that shared where to 
get free Kindle books and that type of thing. 
 
So if you have a question, go ahead and put it there. If not, that’s fine too. I will wait just a 
second and see if we do have any questions about using biblical principles and different areas of 
your homeschooling. I will give you a second. I will just leave it here for next week. 
 
Next week we are going to be talking about unschooling. We will be talking about resource-rich 
environments. I’m going to be talking about unschooling, lapbooking and relaxing and resting in 
God. 
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So let me see. I did get some questions. I’m not sure if I should be asking the question. When 
you do notebooking are you supposed to correct them? Yeah. I think it depends on how you set 
up your notebook. 
 
For me like in my writing notebook, my kids work on their rough drafts and then we would 
insert their final draft in their notebook. You don’t have to put every page in a notebook 
especially if you’re using a three-ring binder. For our history notebook, I didn’t put every 
narration that my child did. I would just pick and choose the ones that they wanted to include and 
we would put that in their notebooks. So if you’re concerned about that, then I would have them 
work on a project, the task, the narration, copywork and you could correct it and then let them 
put that into their notebook. 
 
But that is really a very good question. I would be really careful about the red ink. If you use 
some paperback and there is red ink all over it, you would sort of start to hate school. You want 
to keep your kids liking learning. Yes, you want to point out some of their mistakes but rather 
than mark it all up with red, I would point out especially in their writing. Let’s say periods or 
spelling or capital letters. If it’s a grammar error, I would think about this. 
 
Take the problem they’re having. Maybe they’re not putting their apostrophes right in 
possessives. Teach them how to do possessives before they do their next writing activity. Then 
you’re not having them mark up every little thing. You keep a running list of maybe some of the 
topics that they need help with or maybe they’re writing their letters backwards, dyslexia type 
issues. 
 
Help them with that outside of the notebook and then when they get a paper that’s good, put it 
into the notebook. That’s what I would do because it’s going to be a keepsake and you want it to 
look good and you certainly don’t want your kids to be embarrassed later on. 
 
Anyway, we don’t have any other questions so I am just going to go ahead and close it out. I 
thank you for your time. If you have five seconds then you can go to that URL and vote for our 
blog. I sure would appreciate it.  
 
The next workshop is next Thursday 4:00 PM Eastern Time. We will be talking about 
unschooling, resource-rich environments, relaxing in God. Thank you always for your very kind 
notes and thank-yous and all of that. I sure appreciate it. I’m Kerry Beck of How to Homeschool 
My Child and Approaches to Christian Homeschooling. Have a great day. 
 


