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Kerry Beck would like to give you a BONUS ebook: 

Everything You Want to Know About Homeschooling 

 

 

 
 

 

You can grab your personal copy here: 

 

http://HowToHomeschoolMyChild.com  

 

Go ahead and pour a cup of coffee & get some chocolate. You’ll want to 

take a coffee break as you read both of these resources. 

 

If you want some fun homeschool activities, check these out: 

 

Edible Homeschool: 

http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/edible-homeschool/ 

 

Free Activity Guides 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/category/activity-guides-2/ 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/edible-homeschool/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/category/activity-guides-2/
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Introduction 

You shall teach them diligently to 
your children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, when 
you walk by the way, when you lie 
down, and when you rise up. You 
shall bind them as a sign on your 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes. You shall write 
them on the doorposts of your 
house and on your gates. 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7  
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Why Approaches to 
Christian Homeschooling? 

 

Homeschool moms attend workshops, read 

books or get online to figure out what to do.  

What happens.  They become totally 

overwhelmed. They’re not sure what to buy or 

what to use with their kids. Or, they get stuck in 

a rut, burned out of their curriculum. Moms 

have asked me “After several years, I wonder if 

my kids are learning anything ?”  

 

Both newbies & experienced homeschoolers can benefit from Approaches to 

Christian Homeschooling.  New homeschoolers are looking to figure out 

what they are doing. Should I follow exactly what my child was doing in 

school?  

 

Experienced moms often feel like they’re stuck in a rut, doing the exact 

same thing year after year after year.  They wonder if they’re really doing 

what God wants them to do? 

 

Another reason for this ebook is the 

Christian perspective it offers.  Most books 

& workshops that discuss the different 

approaches to homeschooling have a general 

nature. With this ebook, I want to give you 

Biblical worldview, a Christian perspective 

of homeschooling to help you choose the 

best approach for your homeschool. 

 

In this ebook, we will start with a general 

overview & strategy that helps you match 

your goals with the right approach for your 

family.  Then we will discuss the different 

approaches to Christian homeschooling: 

traditional, classical Charlotte Mason and 

living books, unit studies , a principle or 

biblical, un-schooling or resource-rich 

environment approach and finally a 

I want to give you a 
Biblical worldview, a 
Christian perspective 
of homeschooling to 
help you choose the 

best approach for your 
homeschool. 

Approaches to 
Homeschooling: 

 
1. Traditional 

2. Classical 

3. Charlotte Mason & 

Living Books 

4. Unit Studies 

5. Principle or Biblical 

6. Un-Schooling or 

Resource- Rich 

Environment 

7. Christian Leadership 
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Christian leadership approach. That gives you an idea of where we’re 

headed. 

 

So I hope you’re along for the ride.  By learning more about each approach, 

you should match your family to the approach that works best for your 

goals.   

 

Why listen to Kerry Beck? 

 

For those of you who don’t  

know me, I am Kerry Beck. We 

homeschooled for 10 years. All 

our kids are grown and out of 

the house now.   

 

While we were homeschooling,  

we spoke at homeschool conferences across the 

country from California to Virginia back down to 

Texas and up into Idaho. 

 

Ashley is our oldest and she received her college 

degree online after graduating from our 

homeschool. She married Jesse three years ago. 

She begins her 2
nd

 year of teaching at-risk kids this fall. She & Jesse live in 

Austin where Jesse works as an engineer at Samsung. 

 

Gentry is our middle daughter. After graduating from our homeschool, 

Gentry graduated from Texas A&M University.  She now works at Rice 

University in the Marketing Athletic Department.  

 

Hunter is our youngest. Although he homeschooled for 9 years, he finished 

his last 3 years of high school at Brazos Christian School. He is a Junior at 

the Mays Business School of Texas 

A&M University. The past 2 summers 

he was a counselor at T Bar M Camp 

and Sky Ranch, both Christian camps in 

Texas.  

 

I want to include this picture because it 

typifies our family.  Even though our 
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kids are grown & out of the house, we all enjoy each other. We have fun 

with each other. Our fun may be taking photos of Steve in his gorilla mask 

on Easter morning or a lazy weekend in central Texas, floating the 

Guadalupe River.  

 

But he decided at Easter he would get out and take a picture with that and he 

sort of tickled the kids and they were laughing about it. So I would like to 

just share a little bit about our story. 

 

How We Started Homeschooling 
 

Although, we homeschooled for 10 years, it was our very last choice. Our 

children had been in a private Christian school and things were not going 

well. We needed to find something different and we weren’t going to put 

them in the public school. We didn’t agree with the subtle agenda that public 

schools have for our children. 

 

When we pulled them from school, Ashley was entering 5
th
 grade and 

Gentry was entering 3
rd

 grade. Everyone said, “Oh, you can do it. You’re a 

professional school teacher.”  

 

I was a public school teacher for six years.  I taught fifth grade. I sat on 

many curriculum committees during those six years. While my kids were at 

the private Christian school, I also sat on some curriculum committees.   

When we started homeschooling, we took a leap of faith, but God grew us 

into homeschoolers that followed His 

direction for our kids.  

 

We had ups and downs. Nothing was 

perfect. My kids liked it at times. They 

didn’t like it at other times.  

 

Even though my kids didn’t like 

homeschooling at times, they look back 

and have a different perspective as an adult.  I was recently visiting with 

Gentry when she said, “Mom, I really think homeschooling prepared me. 

What we did in those high school years, especially prepared me for college. 

I’m sure it gave me a good work ethic, also.” 

 

“Mom, I really think 
homeschooling 
prepared me…it 
gave me a good 
work ethic, also.” 
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Ashley & Hunter would say the same thing. I think they all would. 

Homeschooling really prepared them because we gave them the tools of 

learning.  We also instilled a good work ethic to be successful in all areas of 

life. 

 

They’ve been very independent and they’re choosing three very different 

avenues of life right now. They still have the same values; they’re 

implementing those values in the roles God leads them.   

 

I share my homeschooling story so you know that we are a real family.  Not 

everything was perfect. We had our arguments over showing your work in 

math or using better penmanship. But homeschooling brought our family 

together in a way we don’t see with school families. Homeschooling allowed 

us to choose the approaches that worked best for each of our children and 

instilled our Christian values in our kids. 

 

As I discuss the different approaches to homeschooling, I am sharing stories 

from my own life, from my own kids. I’m sharing ideas, concepts, 

principles, strategies, tips and tricks that we used in our family. I’m sharing 

real life homeschooling with you – not research that someone else did.   

 

I’m telling you what we personally did. I hope that will encourage for you.  

 

Should Christians Homeschool? 
 

Only the home is ordained by God as the institution for as raising kids and 

educating children. Timothy’s mom and grandma passed down their faith.  

Although this might not be an explicit example of homeschooling, it shows 

us that parents & grandparents have a huge impact on their kids.  

 

When we look at Deuteronomy 6, we see God’s prescription for raising 

children: 

 

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, The Lord is one! You shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 

your strength. And these words which I command you today shall be 

in your heart.  
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You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 

when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie 

down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your 

hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write 

them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 

~ Deuteronomy 6:4-9 ~ 

As parents, we are commanded to teach them in the way that we go, sitting, 

standing, working. In order to follow this prescription, we must spend time 

with our children. Homeschooling provides that opportunity on a regular 

basis.  

 

Freedoms in Homeschooling 
 
Homeschooling really affords us many freedoms. Our problem as moms or 

dads is we attended government schools, so we bring that classroom 

mentality into our homeschool. We try to imitate this . . .  

 

 
photo by audio-luci-store.it 

 

Yet we have so many freedoms in our homeschool that we often don’t 

recognize. We have freedoms in what to study, when to study, how to study, 

how long to study, and what type of educational experiences to give our 

children. 
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We have the freedom use different activities with different children, 

according to their strengths and weaknesses. We can use different activities 

in our own homeschool than your best friend’s homeschool.  

 

Classroom or Homeschool 
 

One of the problems I see with homeschoolers is bringing the classroom 

mentality into your homeschool.  With this approach, most homeschool 

moms quickly experience frustration and burnout.  

 

You’re not taking advantages of the freedom that God gives us with 

homeschooling. However, you may think, freedom is way too open-ended. 

You don’t know what to do. What approach should you be using? 

 

 photo by whgrad photo by Bill Thompson Photography 
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What is Education? 
 

Let’s take a step back and talk about what an educated person is. First, we 

need to look at you, your family and your kids. Only then can we determine 

what curriculum to buy, what approach to use, what kind of goals to have in 

your homeschooling. 

 

 

What is Your Philosophy of Education?  
 

 Is it similar to public education?  

 Do you feel that an educated person is someone who has 

completed 12 years of schooling? 

 Or is it someone who has a degree?  

 

If that’s the case, you should follow what the government school model. 

 

Basically they are teaching kids what to think.  They also tell their students, 

“Alright. Here is a body of information. Memorize it and then tell it back to 

me on a test.” 

 

Historically, public education was designed for the poor. The rich had 

private tutors. The middle class had private schools. Yet, the poor had 

nothing. The rich wanted to make sure the poor were contributing to society, 

so they set up public education to learn trades. Then, the poor had something 

of value to offer society. 

 

That is the beginning of public education.  Their goal was to train young 

people, so they could obtain a job. Unfortunately for the past century, most 

Americans have received a public education, what was originally set aside 

for the poor. 

 

Or, you may consider an educated person someone with a professional 

education.  Those with this type of education may have completed 

apprentice schools or trade schools, MBA schools, medical schools, law 

school. 

 

This is considered a professional education. Young people are taught when 

to think. Given a certain situation, you should think a certain way. When 
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someone comes into your office with a sore 

throat and fever, here is what to do in that 

situation. 

 

It’s the same for medical school as it is with 

mechanic school. Bring the car in. Analyze it. 

With these symptoms in your car, here’s the 

solution. 

 

Finally, there is leadership education. A person who has the tools of 

learning. They love learning and become lifelong learners. Those with a 

leadership education are able to think critically, from a Christian 

perspective.  

 

They are entrepreneurs in business. They are leaders in your community. 

They are statesmen in government. 

 

All of them know how to think critically with the ability to solve problems 

and make decisions.  

 

Mortimer Adler & Education 
 

Mortimer Adler wrote the book, How to Read a 

Book, which is popular in homeschool circles. He 

has also studied much about education. What does 

Adler believe about education? 

 

(Education should be) liberal, non-specialized 

education without electives or vocational classes. 

Education should serve three purposes: to teach 

people how to use their leisure time well, to teach 

people to earn their living ethically, and to teach 

people to be responsible citizens in a democracy. 

 

Each person has the innate ability to do these three things and should 

above all prepare people to become lifelong learners. 

 

Education never ends. Age 60 is the earliest that anyone can claim to 

be truly educated and only then if they had devoted their life to 

learning. 

An educated person 
is someone who has 

the tools to learn 
and is learning for a 

lifetime. 

http://amzn.to/12EnWXC
http://amzn.to/12EnWXC
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There are few concepts in there I really want you to grasp. One of them is 

this idea of lifelong learner. In my view, an educated person is someone who 

has the tools to learn and is learning for a lifetime. 

 

It’s very interesting that Adler says a truly educated person doesn’t happen 

until about the age of 60. I’m not there yet. I bet you are not there yet. But a 

person that is constantly educating themselves and learning is on the road to 

become a truly educated person.  

It’s good to note that Adler mentions an educated person knows how to use 

their leisure time well. They’re not sitting in front of the TV all day long. 

They know how to earn their living ethically, so there education includes job 

education and preparing for a job. 

 

Teaching young people to be responsible citizens in a democracy is also 

required, according to Adler.  This 

includes giving our kids virtue so 

that they know how to handle 

themselves in society, being 

responsible, self-governed 

individuals. 

 

Christian Education 
 

I want to go a step further and talk 

for a minute about Christian 

education. I think all those things 

that Mortimer Adler talked about 

are true. But what is Christian 

education? 

 

According to Andrew Kern of Circe Institute, Christian education cultivates 

wisdom and virtue through nurturing the soul in truth, goodness and beauty. 

I really love the way he describes Christian education. We want to cultivate 

wisdom and virtue in our children. Those should be lifelong goals. Every 

year we want to cultivate more wisdom and more virtue in our kids. How do 

we do it? 

 

A Christian Education 
 

Cultivate Wisdom and Virtue 
 

through 
 

Nurturing the Soul in 
 

Truth, Goodness, Beauty 
 
 

Know, Glorify and  
Enjoy God 

 

http://www.circeinstitute.org/
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By nurturing our kids’ soul in truth, goodness and beauty. We are such a 

society of productivity, that we don’t even think about truth, goodness & 

beauty. We are always centered on checklists and finishing the curriculum.  

 

What have you done recently to touch your kid’s soul, to nurture their soul 

in what is true according to God, what is good according to the Bible and 

finally, what is beautiful? 

 

What an excellent long-term goal in Christian homeschool. The result is 

your children will know, glorify and enjoy God forever. To me, that is what 

we want. We want our children to know God. We want them to glorify God 

and to enjoy Him. 

 

What is Education to You? 
 

Now is the time for you to personally decide what is education. As you 

determine how to define an educated person, you’ll be led to what type of 

education you will provide for your kids. It may take time. It may even take 

years. I know my definition personally evolved over many years. 

 

Whatever you decide about education, an educated person, or Christian 

education, be sure to write it down.  You can use our printables to help you 

stay organized. Once you write it down, you’ll have it in writing and can 

refer back to it, as needed. 

 

Goals for Your Homeschool 
 

Once you determine what an educated person is, you can determine your 

goals for your family and your children. This will include both long term 

goals, such as know, glorify and enjoy God forever and short term goals, 

such as working on a particular virtue. 

 

What type of long-term goals might you have for your children? 

 Obtain a Job  

 Go to College or Technical School 

 Prepared for Adult Life  

 Self-Learner – Independent Thinking 

 Mature in Jesus Christ 
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Depending on the goals you have, your homeschool might look different 

from other homeschoolers. The goals above are just an example of ones you 

might have. Let’s take a look at how you might homeschool with any given 

goal. 

 

If your goal for your children is to obtain a job, you will spend time 

developing work ethic, integrity, perseverance.  

 

Or, maybe you want your child to go to college. In high school, you will 

spend time preparing them for the SAT & good study habits. 

What if your goal is preparing your kids for adult life? You’ll spend time on 

real life skills. These may include preparing them for a job, for marriage, for 

family, for ministry, for home management. Specifically, you might teach 

your kids carpentry skills, auto care, home maintenance, taking care of 

children, cooking & baking skills, sewing, gardening and cleaning. 

 

One of our favorite ways to teach real life skills was through a family 

business. With our family business, our kids had a variety of learning 

experiences, learning real life skills.  

 

If your goal is that your children are self-learners, 

you need to provide the tools of learning and 

encourage independent thinking in your kids.  

 

One of the most important goals in our family was that our children grow to 

maturity in Jesus Christ.  You want to train your kids in righteousness, true 

love to follow God’s commands regardless of how difficult it is. That’s an 

awesome task. It goes back to wisdom & virtue, along with truth, goodness 

and beauty.  

 

For me personally, I had a full orbed philosophy of education. I believe 

education is more than just academics, although academics are a huge part of 

our homeschooling. 

 
Lining Up Your Goals with Scripture 
 

No matter what your goals are, you need to line them up with Scripture, the 

truth of God. This includes lining up your academics & your approach to 

homeschooling with God’s Word.  

I believe education 
is more than just 

academics… 
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Let’s take a look at Paul’s words to the Colossians and how they 

apply to homeschool parents.  

 

Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all 

wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. To 

this end, I also labor, striving according to his working which works 

in me mightily.  

~ Colossians 1:28-29 ~ 

 

Although Paul is speaking to the Colossians, these are great verses for 

parents and homeschool moms to take apply.  

 

 Teach your kids in all wisdom  

 Present your kids perfect in Christ Jesus  

 To this end, you (dads & moms) labor 

 Striving according to God’s working  

 Holy Spirit works mightily in you 

 

I want to present my kids perfect in Christ 

Jesus. This does not mean they are without sin. 

It means that our kids are mature in Christ Jesus. That is one of our goals – 

to be mature in Christ, moving forward in their adult life in Christ. 

 

I worked hard to this end. Steve and I both did. But we didn’t do it alone and 

in our own power. We worked hard in the power of the Holy Spirit, in God 

working in us. He’s the one who works mightily in us. I have to remind 

myself to this day. It’s not me homeschooling but it’s God working in us. 

 

We want our kids to stand up for their faith. We want them to have critical 

thinking skills with a wide knowledge of all subject areas. We believe 

Colossians 1:28-29 summarize what home discipleship is. I encourage you 

to put these verses in your home or car where you will see it on a regular 

basis. Take some time to memorize & meditate on these truths. It will impact 

your homeschool. 

 

For your children to be useful in God’s work and mature, faithful believers, 

education is essential.  You may find that if you do this and you implement 

home discipleship, it may change a way of life in your family. As you follow 

It’s not me 
homeschooling 

but it’s God 
working in you. 
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God’s leading in your homeschool, you might make some decisions that go 

against society. But you’ll be following the Holy Spirit and God will reward 

you. 

 
Determine Your Goals  

& Educational Philosophy 
 

You want home discipleship. You want Christian education. You have a 

view of what an educated person is. Now you need to figure out how to 

determine specifically what the goals are for your family’s homeschool. 

 

Prayer 
 

Number one, you need to pray. You need to fall on your knees 

before Jesus Christ and pray to Him. Read your Bible to see 

what Scripture is telling you about your family’s goals in 

homeschooling. Ask the Lord what your education philosophy 

should be.  

 

Spouse’s Input 
 

Next, discuss your thoughts with your spouse. See what he has to say. 

Several times, Steve and I had a date before a new school year.  On the date, 

I would bring a list of ideas and concerns I had for the upcoming school 

year. We were away from home, without everyday distractions. We had time 

to talk about each of our kids and the direction they were headed. 

 

You might be thinking this would be a good time to 

coerce your husband into teaching some of the 

homeschool subject.  Let me share our story. Did Steve 

teach our kids? No, he was making money so I could 

stay home & homeschool our kids.  He did not formally 

teach our kids in our homeschool.  Having said that, he 

led our family devotions each morning at breakfast. He 

taught our kids many real life skills. He developed 

godly character in our kids as he raised them.  But, he 

didn’t teach reading, writing or arithmetic.   
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Even though he wasn’t there in the day-to-day aspect, I could bounce ideas 

off him, letting him know we’re struggling in this area with one child or the 

other.” 

 

Single Homeschool Moms 
 

If you’re a single mom, look around to see if there are some older women in 

your life. Take one of them out for coffee and get their feedback.  If there is 

an older woman that homeschooled, that would be ideal. 

 

If not, I’m sure there are some older women in your church that you could 

take to coffee. 

 

If you can’t find an older woman, email me & let’s set up a phone call. I 

would be happy to listen to you to see what you’re doing. Together we can 

see if it lines up with Scripture and God’s leading. 

 

Research 
 

Read books and magazines. To overcome a poor 

education you received, spend time over the next 

few years learning about how to homeschool. Just 

be careful you don’t spend hours on end 

researching. It’s so easy to get caught up reading 

books, magazines and websites that you never 

narrow down what God is calling you to do.  

 

Hopefully this ebook will educate you to write your own goals and your own 

education philosophy.  Then choose the best approach of homeschooling for 

you, for your family, for your kids, for this coming year. 

 
How to Choose the  

Best Approach for You? 

 

How do you do it? How do you choose the best approach for your family? 

 

Once again, we go back to praying. Pray, pray, pray some more. Prayer is 

foundational in making a wise decision about homeschooling. 
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Read your Bible. You want to line up 

your approach to homeschooling with 

Scripture. 

 

Once you choose an approach to 

homeschooling, discuss it with your 

spouse.  If you’re a single mom, find an 

older woman.  

Does this sound familiar?  It should 

because it is exactly the same as setting 

your goals & determining your 

educational philosophy.  However, there 

are a few more considerations in 

choosing your approach. 

 

Look at Your Family 
 

Your family will look different from other families. You may share similar 

views on homeschooling as your best friend, but her approach may not be 

best for your family. 

 

Think about this situation: 

 

Your best friend lives in downtown Chicago and has a single child.  She is a 

stay at home mom who has extra money to spend on her child’s education. 

 

You live on a farm in East Texas with six kids.  You raise cows to provide 

beef for your family.  Your garden is huge so you can provide produce for 

your family.   

 

 Is your lifestyle the same? 

 Do you daily expect the same from your children? 

 Can you spend the same amount of time on each child as your friend? 

 Should your approach to homeschooling be the same? 

 

Not necessarily.  There are huge differences between your two families.  

You may have similar beliefs, but they will be implemented differently. 

 

Choosing an Approach: 
 

1. Pray 

2. Read Your Bible 

3. Discuss with a Spouse 
Single Moms – Older Woman 

4. Look at your Family 

5. Look at your Kids 

6. Look at You 
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Look at Your Kids 
 

Some kids have special needs that you may need to consider. Others may 

bloom later in their childhood.  Kids have different strengths & weaknesses.  

Consider all these aspects before choosing the best approach for your family.  

Or, you may choose different approaches for different children.  

 

Try to be flexible, so you meet the needs of each child. 

 

Look at You 
 

Then finally, who are you? What is your personality? If you’re a “type A” 

person, you need a schedule to keep on track. You probably need to check 

off what you accomplish, so you can plan for the next day.  

 

If you don’t mind having piles of laundry in the corner of your room on a 

regular basis or piles of art supplies that you are using, you may use a 

different approach than a “type A” personality. 

 

If you are gifted in homemaking, you might involve your kids in cooking & 

gardening activities for homeschooling. If you are gifted in athletics, you 

might choose more active lessons. 

 

This doesn’t cover all types of personalities & gifts. It does show you that 

different moms will use different approaches to homeschooling.  

 

Take a look at who you are, who your family is and who your children are. 

This will help you choose the best approach as you fulfill your educational 

goals. 
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Types of Learning 
 

Let me close this section by discussing types of learning as Mortimer Adler 

describes them. It should help choose which approach to use. 

 

Adler says there are three different types of knowledge: organized 

knowledge, intellectual skills and understanding of ideas & values. 

 

 

 

For each type of knowledge, there’s a matching teaching style. Organized or 

factual knowledge is taught through lectures. Intellectual skills are taught 

through coaching and supervised practice. Understanding of ideas and 

values are taught with the Socratic method of discussion and question.  

 

Younger children begin learning organized knowledge or some intellectual 

skills. As they get older and their brain develops, kids can think more 

abstractly.  This is the time to grow in understanding of ideas and values. At 

this time, you need to be use more discussion-oriented approaches to 

homeschooling. Sometimes your children are learning a body of knowledge, 

like chemistry. This might be best obtained through lectures. 

 

As you look at your goals, consider the type of learning that will take place 

in your homeschool.  Try to match your teaching style with the learning 

tasks.  

 

 

Types of Knowledge & Teaching Styles: 
 

1. Organized Knowledge      Lectures  

2. Intellectual Skills          Coaching & Supervised Practice 

3. Understanding of Ideas     Socratic Method of Discussion 

& Values 
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How to Use this Ebook? 
 

You may already know which approach you want to use in your 

homeschool. Go ahead and read 

about that approach right now.  

Learn what it is, its 

strengths/weaknesses and how to 

implement in your homeschool. 

 

But… don’t stop with just one 

approach. 

 

There is overlap in all the 

approaches, so you will pick up 

great tips & strategies in other 

chapters.   For instance, several 

chapters discuss “love of learning”.  

Each approach has a little twist on 

how it encourages a love of learning 

in homeschool. 

 

If you have more than one child, 

you might need to emphasize one 

approach over another, depending 

on which child you are teaching.  

 

I highly recommend reading all the chapters.  Be open to what God is 

showing you in how to homeschool your children. 
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Homework 
 

Write down what education means to you. 

 

 

 

 

In your view, what is an educated person? 

 

 

 

 

List three to five long-term goals for your children. 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

5. 

 

List each child on a paper. Write down 3-5 goals for the upcoming year.
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Traditional 

(Textbook) Approach 

 

Education is not the learning of 
facts, but the training of the mind 
to think. 
 

~ Albert Einstein ~ 
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Traditional - Textbook Approach  
 

You are probably most familiar with the traditional approach to education 

because you were trained by it yourself.  Many traditional educators 

compare it to a factory with a conveyor belt. 

 

Why do I call it a factory?  

 

It’s set up like a factory, so everyone in the class 

gets the same education, at the same age, from 

the same textbooks, tested the same way, graded 

based upon the same skill regardless of their 

individual interests, talents, goals, or personal mission. 

 

Most traditional textbooks approach school the same way for all students, 

the “generic” student.  Think about that for a minute. Is there really a generic 

child?  All our children are unique, designed by God with gifts, strengths & 

weaknesses.  Homeschooling is the perfect opportunity to give your child a 

unique education, based on who God made them. 

 

Traditional educators use a scope and sequence to guide them as they teach 

all students the same way. Usually, a list of objectives is given for each of 

these levels.  

 

Everyone in first grade completes the same body of information. After 

passing the test station, they proceed to second grade where they all 

complete the same information. It doesn’t matter what your goals are. It 

doesn’t matter what interests your children have. Everyone covers the same 

body of information at the same time.  

 

The students travel down 12 stations (or grades) on they conveyor belt until 

they receive stamp of approval. At that time, they receive a certificate of 

completion (degree). 
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Traditional Approach: Strengths 
 

1. Subject material is laid out for teacher, with little teacher preparation. 

2. Assigning of grades and testing are easy. 

 

It’s broken down into daily increments and the teacher is told what to test. 

For most of us, this is what you and I experienced in school. We tend to 

school like we were schooled.  If you want something different for your 

children, take a look at the non-traditional approaches.  

 

Remember that the traditional – textbook approach could be workbooks, 

videos or computer, not just textbooks. 

 

 

Traditional Approach: Weaknesses 
 

1. False sense of security – Trusting in textboook 

2. Geared to generic child  

3. Assumes there is one body of information for all 

4. More teacher-directed, less student independent 

5. Expensive if used with all children (6 subjects x 3 kids = 18 

workbooks/books) 

6. Teacher burnout – Very productivity-oriented 

7. Artificial learning experiences 

8. Discourages original, independent thinking.  

 

My oldest daughter was in fourth grade at the private Christian school.  She 

had an assignment with a picture of George Washington in church and a 

couple of lines at the bottom. She was asked, “How do you know that 

George Washington is a Christian?” 

 

Her response was, “I don’t know if George Washington is a Christian. I 

don’t know when he believed that Jesus died on the cross for our sins.” 

 

The teacher gave it back to her and said, “No, this isn’t right. You need to 

use the information in the picture.” She wrote a similar answer and her paper 

was returned.   
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Finally I said, “Ashley, let’s just write what the teacher wants.” The teacher 

wanted the answer in this teacher’s guide that said, “George Washington 

donated money to the church.  He goes to church on a regular basis, so we 

know he’s a Christian.” 

 

Ashley was thinking outside the box. The teacher was not.  

 

Ashley was thinking independently and originally for a nine-year-old young 

lady. But that’s not what the textbook wanted. They wanted an incorrect 

answer, according to the Bible. If you follow the traditional-textbook 

approach at a young age, be sure your child is really getting the education 

you desire them to have. 
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How to Implement A  
Traditional-Textbook Approach 

 

Although I’m opposed to the traditional, factory-style model of education, I 

do believe textbooks can be useful. How so? 

 

Textbooks are Tools 
 

One summer I hired a college student to come over once a week and dissect 

animals. We bought a dissection kit and dissected one animal each week. 

 

The college student had a college biology textbook from her College 

Anatomy class. She brought it each week as a tool for more information 

about each dissection. It was a tool, in addition to the dissection guide, used 

with one subject for several students.  

 

Maybe your teens want to learn a body material, or they need to learn a body 

of information such as Chemistry or Biology. So they can use a textbook to 

obtain information in their area of interest. 

 

Textbooks for Upper Level Students 
 

Textbooks can be useful in high school years and 

subjects with specific content to be learned. It is 

an easy way to learn specific information. It may 

or may not be the best way to learn, but it is the 

way to gain information in that particular subject 

area. I often think of using textbooks for 

Chemistry, Geometry, Physics, Algebra, or 

Biology.  

 

Textbooks are Reference Books 
 

Andrew Pudewa shared a unique way to use an upper level textbook.  He 

told his daughter to find nine topics in the Biology book in which she was 

interested.  She skimmed through the book and wrote a list of nine topics. 
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He told her that she would cover a single topic each month of the school 

year.  During that month, she would research that topic with real books, 

probably library books. Outline her information. Create a rough draft 

presenting her findings. Edit the draft to complete a final copy.  

 

I love this method of using textbooks. It is a basis for finding topics to study. 

From there, the student researches the topic on his own and presents her 

research in a paper. Isn’t that partly how we study as adults? We have a 

topic of interest. We research to discover more about that topic. Sometimes 

we present that information in an outline, a written paper or a workshop. 
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Homework 
 

What do you like about the Traditional-Textbook Approach? 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you not like about the Traditional-Textbook Approach? 

 

 

 

 

Should your family use the Traditional-Textbook Approach in your 

homeschool? 

 

 

If so, how can you use the Traditional-Textbook Approach? 
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Classical Approach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education is not the learning of 
facts, but the training of the mind 
to think. 
 

~Albert Einstein ~ 
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Classical Approach  
 

When you hear the word classical education, what do you think of?  You 

might imagine an old pen and ink drawings of some kind of schoolmaster 

from the 1200s teaching classics. Or maybe you think if “Choral chanting” 

which monks sang at the monastery. 

 

I’d like offer a whole different view of classical education.  It is not dull and 

it is not boring. It can be very exciting, and if done right, it will give your 

kids the tools of learning and a love of learning. 

 

Too often we go about educating or schooling our kids the way we were 

schooled. Then, we take all their love for learning out by about the age of 

seven and eight. Hopefully we can give you a different view from a classical 

perspective and from a Christian classical perspective. 

 

Dorothy Sayers 
 

Dorothy Sayers believed 

schools were teaching 

everything except “how to 

think”. She studied how  

children learn best and 

reported her findings in The 

Lost Tools of Learning. 

Presented at Oxford in 1947, The Lost Tools of Learning suggests educators 

adopt a suitably modified version of the medieval scholastic curriculum, or 

classical approach to education.  

 

Schools have used Sayer’s methodology with great success. Homeschoolers 

have also followed Sayers recommendations as they implement the Classical 

Approach to Christian Homeschooling.  

 

Sayers’ success is an example of how classical education can be used to 

truly educate children and give them the tools to think and learn. Her use of 

middle-age classicism is well-worth examining and can be found in her 

paper, The Lost Tools of Learning. 

http://www.gbt.org/text/sayers.html
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Liberal Arts 
 

What comes to mind when you hear liberal arts?  

 

Maybe some liberal person in college that’s spouting off 

philosophy and history. When we speak of liberal arts, it 

is not in the sense of Democrat/Republican political 

views. Liberal arts refers to liberating the student from 

the teacher. The goal of a classical education or a liberal 

arts education is to liberate or free your student from the 

teacher. 

 

What is the goal of our public education?  

 

For our kids to be totally dependent on their teachers or their boss to tell 

them what to do for the rest of their lives. We have to reverse our thinking 

from what most of us experienced in school.  

 

With the classical approach to homeschooling, our goal is for your kids to be 

liberated, to be free from their teacher. Once liberated from their teacher, 

your students can learn on their own, can love learning, can have the tools to 

move forward. 

 

Truth, Goodness, Beauty 
 

With a classical approach to education the liberal arts will have an end goal 

of apprehending truth, goodness, and beauty, while finally acquiring virtue 

and wisdom as an older student.  

 

Why do we do have this goal as Christians?  

 

So that we and our children can know, glorify, and enjoy God. 

 

The ideas of truth, goodness, and beauty are repeated over and over in 

classical Christian education.  

 

What is truth? We always based everything on God’s truth, the Bible.  

 

Liberal arts 
encourage 

liberating the 
student from 
the teacher. 
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What is good? We see goodness in the Bible in the way God treats His 

people. Then we see goodness in history and literature and science.  

 

What is beautiful?  Go outside and you see God’s amazing beauty. The 

smell of honeysuckle; the beauty of a rose; the pitter-patter of rain refreshing 

the earth.  

 

As you study a variety of subject areas, pull these ideas (truth, goodness, 

beauty) out for your kids to realize and to seek. 

 

Our society is very caught up in skills and they usually miss what is truth, 

beauty, and goodness.  Don’t miss what God has right before you. 

 

I know that sounds very abstract, but we’re 

going to bring this down to nuts and bolts.  So 

let’s just get started with the seven liberal arts 

of classical education. 

 

The Trivium 
 

The first three liberal arts are called the 

Trivium. When you use the Trivium, you 

approach homeschooling in a whole different 

manner. 

 

The Trivium follows the natural development of a child. When kids are 

young, you teach them a certain way. As they get older, you teach 

differently.  A 12 year old learns differently than an 18 year old.  

 

Grammar Stage 
 

The first liberal art of the Trivium is the 

grammar stage. These are kids younger 

than 12 years old. It is a time period 

when kids acquire knowledge, facts, 

information.  

 

Grammar is the foundation, it’s the 

building block of all types of written 

The Trivium: 

 

Grammar Stage 

(Knowledge) 

 

Logic Stage 

(Understanding) 

 

Rhetoric Stage 

(Wisdom) 
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and verbal expression. You must have a good grammar foundation to move 

forward. Think about language for a moment.  The grammar of language 

(what we call Grammar) is the foundation of writing.  

 

The grammar of history includes timelines, events, people.  The grammar of 

geography includes learning states & capitals.  The grammar of science 

includes learning the life cycle of a frog or the body systems.   

 

Children will learn about ancient Egypt culture & famous Pharaohs. As they 

continue in history, grammar stage students will learn about ancient Greece 

and significant Grecians, as well as ancient Rome, Middle Ages, 

Renaissance and Reformation, Exploration, beginnings of American history, 

Modernity. They will also learn the order of civilizations as they came on 

the scene of history. 

 

Do they need to know how and why?  

 

No! 

 

Their brain is not thinking abstractly. Their brain at this time is very 

concrete. Their thinking is very concrete. So we want to give them concrete 

ideas to memorize. 

 

Giving your children a solid education in the grammar stage will also 

provide the foundational tools of learning.  

 

It’s ironic that up until this century, we called the first schools our kids 

attended, grammar schools. In the past, children didn’t go to an elementary 

school, they attended a grammar school.  Grammar schools set a foundation 

for learning or a foundation for education, for the rest of their lives.  

 

Character 
 

School administrators & parents knew and understood how a grammar 

school fit into the whole of educating children.  They knew there is grammar 

of history, a grammar of science, a grammar of character.  
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Those younger years are the best time to develop 

Godly character, to develop self-discipline, to develop 

a work ethic. Education is more than cramming a 

bunch of facts in their head. As you work on 

character, you take a full-orb view of growing your 

kids and giving them a good foundation for life. 

 

Sometimes we forget there is a grammar stage of 

character building and Bible. During this time, your kids will learn verses, 

character of God, fruit of Spirit.  They begin memorizing concepts about 

God, as well as godly character concepts. 

 

I still remember the Bible verses very well that I learned as a young kid. A 

young child’s brain is developed to memorize facts, to think concretely.  

 
Repetition 
 

Kids at that age love to hear a 

story in a book over and over. If 

you have ever been around a five, 

six, or seven year old, they never 

tire of hearing the same story over 

and over. Adults tire of the 

repetition of a story because we 

think abstractly. Young children 

love the repetition because they think concretely.  

 

When kids memorize a verse or a song with maybe the parts of speech, they 

will sing that song over and over and over again. They want to share it with 

everyone around.  

 

We listened to the Direct Objects song, by Audio Memory.  As my kids got 

older, they remarked, “I can’t get that out of my head.” My thought was, 

“That’s the point, it is in your head. You may not be using direct objects, but 

you know what it does.” As my kids got older, they would say, “Oh! Oh! 

That makes sense!” 

 

The direct object receives the action, from the verb. 

 

Education is 
more than 

cramming a 
bunch of facts 
in your child’s 

head. 

http://amzn.to/10uHmDI
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By the way, I wrote that from memory. It’s been over 10 years since we 

listened to that song, but I still remember it.  I’m sure Ashley will remember 

it also, as she formats this book. (Yes, I do ) That’s the beauty of the 

grammar stage.  Learning information as a young child, so you can use it 

later to think critically about a variety of topics. 

 
Latin 
 
Many educators believe the foundational attribute of classical education is 

Latin.  Latin is definitely included in a classical education, but not 

necessarily the most important aspect. 
 

Why learn Latin? 

 

Good question!  I’ll share my reasons for Latin, which may not be the 

official reason for classical educators. 

 

1. Stretches the mind 

2. Preparation for learning most foreign languages 

3. Preparation for writing 

4. Increases vocabulary 

5. It’s logical 

 

All of my children learned Latin.  We taught it with a variety of methods: 

homeschool course, co-op, boy’s school.  Hunter took Latin at a local boy’s 

school.  During Latin, the entire class was conducted in Latin.  The teacher 

spoke Latin and the boys had to figure out what he was saying. 

 

While we were studying Latin, my brother-in-law mentioned that he wished 

he had taken Latin. I asked him why.  He said college & medical school 

would have been easier. Much of what he memorized in medical school had 

a Latin basis. 

 

Although we did not pursue Latin as a high school course, our kids were 

able to use concepts from Latin in future studies.   
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Later Grammar Stage 
 

Historically, the grammar stage does not have a “later” period, but I believe 

there is a transition time into the next stage, Logic.  Students minds aren’t 

ready to think abstractly, but they have mastered much of the Grammar 

stage. 

 

During this time period, usually around 12 years old, the light bulb comes on 

and abstract thinking begins to happen. Some classical educators believe this 

begins at age 10, but I have a little concern about starting Logic that early.  

When I take a step back & look at the reasons they want to start Logic at age 

10, it is usually based on an organization issue.  They want each of the three 

3 Trivium stages to be 4 years long.  This allows moms & educators to 

divide history into 4 years of study (Ancients, Middle Ages/Renaissance, 

American, Modernity) which are repeated three times between first and 

twelfth grades. Once in the grammar stage; once in the logic stage; once in 

the rhetoric stage.  

 

I think kids in the later grammar stage do have understanding, but not quite 

ready for the rigors of the Logic stage.  I’ve raised three kids.  None of them 

at 10 years of age can think like they can at age 12 and 13. Their minds just 

are in the process of thinking theoretically. 

 

A Word of Caution 
 

Many homeschoolers think, “Oh, our kids 

are so smart they are already in that logic 

stage.” 

 

I would caution you to not push your kids 

too early. Most kids want to grow up at a 

normal rate. Many parents want to brag on 

their children. 

 

I thought it would be cool for my kids to graduate early from high school, so 

I asked them, “Do you want to graduate from high school early?”  

 

They looked at me like, “Why?”  

 

Do not push your 

kids too early… 

Let your kids be kids. 

Let them enjoy each 

and every stage of 

growing up. 
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Some of my friends graduated their students just so they can say,  “My child 

started college when he was 16 years old.”  

 

Graduating early should be an extremely rare situation.  Let your kids be 

kids. Let them enjoy each & every stage of growing up.  Don’t push them to 

start reading early or move them along to quickly.  

 

Be careful that you’re not cramming in logic and abstract thinking before 

they are ready.  The later years of grammar is a perfect time to transition into 

Logic.  It’s also the perfect time to start teaching mathematics. 

 
Logic Stage 

 

The next stage of the classical 

model is the logic stage which 

is characterized by 

understanding the facts.  Logic 

students use & apply the 

information learned in the 

grammar stage.  Students 

should be using independent, 

abstract thought at this time. 

 

How do you know when your children are entering the Logic stage? 

 

Here’s a quick & easy trick: 

 

When your kids are really trying to craft an argument, you know it’s time to 

start the logic stage.  If they’re going to argue, you might as well teach them 

how to argue correctly. 

 

Since a child at the logic stage wants to argue, then teach them to argue well 

with  logical conclusions.  Students should be able to support what they are 

arguing and not commit logical fallacies.  Usually students at this age are 

just arguing on emotion about whatever it is they want to do.  The logic 

student learns to overcome emotion and argue logically.  Now, all you need 

to do is get them to translate their knowledge of logic to their own real 

world.  Good Luck! 
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It’s now time to start a formal logic class. 

They will use their logic skills verbally, as 

well as in written form.  They may use it 

socially, at church or around the dinner table. 

Help them to begin to see how to think 

logically and how to express themselves 

logically.  

 

Another aspect of the Logic stage is 

understanding.  These students should really 

understand the cause and effects of different 

wars, understand concepts in science, 

understand the how and why of each subject 

area. 

 

The questions how and why are used a lot in 

the logic stage. In the Grammar stage you 

spend much of your time asking who, what, when, and where questions. 

Logic moves up to a higher level of thinking. 

 

We also want to equip our students with language and thinking skills so they 

can detect the fallacies. Some families will continue in Latin, possibly 

adding Greek and Hebrew. Students will read essays, arguments and 

criticisms, in addition to classic books at their reading level. Logic students 

interpret events and look at relationships to tie together ideas in their 

readings. 

 

Once again, truth, beauty and goodness should be discussed with the 

dialectic student as he studies.  Whether it is  World War I or the solution to 

an algebraic problem, students should see God’s beauty, goodness and truth 

in the subject being studied. 

 

Rhetoric Stage  
 

Characterized by wisdom, the last 

stage of the trivium is the rhetoric 

stage. Rhetoric, characterized by 

wisdom, is the final application of 

knowledge and understanding.  

Questions Asked at 

Each Stage: 

 

Grammar: 

 Who?  

 What?  

 When?  

 Where? 

 

Logic: 

 How?  

 Why? 



Approaches to Christian Homeschooling   By: Kerry Beck 
Page | 42 

Your children should be able to use language, both verbal and written, in a 

persuasive and eloquent manner. 

 

What a great opportunity for students to delve in and develop their 

communication skills. 

 

Discussion is probably one of the most important aspects of the Rhetoric 

stage. So, how can you have a discussion?  You’re only a homeschooler. 

 

In our family, we each kept a reading 

journal. Every day our kids wrote about 

their readings and we discussed some of 

the concepts in their journals. When we 

first started keeping a reading journal, 

my kids were very literal, very 

grammar-staged journal writing.  

Eventually they wrote their thoughts 

about the book, instead of just regurgitating and telling me that’s what they 

had read. 

 

You may be thinking, “We’re homeschoolers, we don’t have 20 people to 

have a discussion with!” You’re absolutely right! 

 

Have you ever heard of a dinner table? 

 

Dinner tables make the best discussions. That’s what we used over and over 

again. We continue to have discussions at the dinner table. 

 

When we had children in the Rhetoric stage, we used Gileskirk curriculum.  

Steve and I listened to the same lectures the kids watched on video.  From 

there, we could talk about some of the concepts that we were studying.  Our 

lectures covered a specific time period and analyzed the literature, history, 

writing, science, philosophy, Bible, worldview and theology. 

 

A Secret to Successful Discussions 
 

Dad or Mom must be learning alongside their kids.  

 

For you to be part of the discussions, you need a 

basic knowledge of the topic being discussed.  I 

Dad and Mom 
must be learning 
alongside their 

kids. 
 

http://www.kingsmeadow.com/
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loved this aspect of homeschooling.  I learned to analyze history and 

literature from a Biblical worldview.  I listened to the lectures and read the 

classics, alongside my kids. I’ve learned more in the last 15 years, than I did 

in school. And, I learned it with a Biblical worldview in mind. 

 

Over the past few years, we eat lunch together after church on Sunday.  (If 

you didn’t know, my kids are grown and living on their own.) When they 

come over, we get into some pretty deep discussions at the dinner table. It’s 

the simplest way to have a family discussion.   

 

Even if you have a single child, you can have a discussion. Three people 

make a discussion, even two people make a discussion. So don’t rule out the 

Rhetoric stage just because you’re homeschooling. 

 

As you have discussions be sure to draw the conversation to truth, beauty 

and goodness.  Even a conversation about a wicked man in history or 

literature can culminate in the lessons about the right way to live in regards 

to God’s truth. 

 

Quadrivium 
 

That was only three liberal arts, what about the 

other four liberal arts?  

 

The next four liberal arts make up the 

Quadrivium. The Quadrivium consists of 

mathematics, music, astronomy, and 

geometry.  

 

You may be thinking, “What in the world is music doing in the middle of 

math, astronomy, and geometry?” Actually, math helps you understand 

music. Research also suggests that music has a positive effect on one’s 

ability to do math.  

 

You just explained how to educate your child until they are 18 years old, 

going through grammar, logic, and rhetoric.  You’re just now talking about 

mathematics?  

 

The Quadrivium 

 

Mathematics 
 

Music 
 

Astronomy 
 

Geometry 
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Does that mean you don’t teach math until after the Trivium? And you don’t 

teach astronomy or geometry until afterwards? 

These are really good questions and I’d like to just digress and talk about 

when should you teach math?  

 
When to Teach Math 

 

Should we teach math early age, five or six years old? Or should we teach it 

later, maybe after 10 years of age? Or wait until 18 years of age? 

 

Let me share a few stories with you. 

 

I didn’t think about this much until our youngest, Hunter, was starting first 

grade. Harvey and Laurie Bluedorn were staying with us for a couple days. 

Laurie questioned me on why Hunter was doing math at age 6. My 

immediate response was, “He’s good at math.” 

 

My discussion with Laurie encouraged me to think about when you should 

teach math. Should I be teaching in the early age or should I be teaching in 

the middle age, the grammar, logic, and rhetoric? Where does math play a 

part?  

 

I decided to look at the history of teaching math. Most of this information is 

summarized in Teaching the Trivium, Appendix XXX.  

 

For centuries, sons of nobility 

and gentry did not study 

math. Mathematical teaching 

was unknown at that time. 

Children could not divide 

2021 by 43, or I should say 

the ordinary boy, because 

most boys were the ones 

going to school. 

 

Eton College is the posh-est 

school in England, where the 

princes go to school. Until this century, there 

was no such thing as a teacher of arithmetic in 

http://amzn.to/11Sd73t
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schools like Eton. Math was not compulsory until 1851. The poor boy 

sometimes studied it but the rich boy did not need it.  

 

This continued in Germany, math was only available in commercial classes 

like trades and skill classes. 

 

What does that tell you? 

 

Mathematics wasn’t taught at an early age, it wasn’t even compulsory until 

the 1800s.  

 

Before you bow up & skip this section, I’m not saying, “Don’t teach math.”   

I’m suggesting we think about what’s the best use of our time during the 

different stages of education. Waiting to teach math a little bit later might 

help our kids be more ready for the abstract concepts presented in math. 

 

If you wait to teach math, it frees up hours during your homeschool day for 

more important activities.  You can spend more time on vocabulary and 

language during the Grammar stage. Research says the best time for a child 

to learn a foreign language is when they are young.  That’s when their brain 

is developing in language skills.  

 

Yet we want to section off an hour a day to teach math. 

 

Case Study #1 in Math: Hunter 
 

Hunter was about six years old when I decided to take him 

off of formal math studies. He did not do math workbooks, 

or math curriculum until he was about 11 or 12 years old. 

Within a year or two he had completely caught up and 

done all the grades that he had missed.  

 

I was pleasantly surprised.   

 

Does that mean he never used math in his life?  

 

No. He used math all the time. 

 

Often, he answered math questions faster than his older sister. Think about it 

this way.  If a child develops a hate for school as we cram all that 
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information into their heads at a young age, we take away the natural love of 

learning.  By the time they’re seven or eight, kids have lost their natural 

excitement for learning. 

 

 

Case Study #2 in Math: Gentry 
 

I think this happened with my middle 

daughter, Gentry. By the time she was 10 

years old, she hated math.  At that time, I 

took her off formal math.  I wanted to 

change her attitude towards math, so we 

started with a “break” from math 

curriculum. 

 

I don’t know if she ever fell in love with 

math, but she did tolerate it better.  

 

When she started her math curriculum again, I gave her a times table and 

said, “Here is your times table, use it any time you want.”  

 

Over the past few years, I bought every contraption there was to learn those 

multiplication facts. I discovered she would learn her times tables when she 

was ready or had a need to learn them.  

 

Fast forward a few years . . .  

 

By Algebra, she was fine. She knew all those times tables. I think she got 

tired of looking up the answers on the chart, so she eventually learned them 

on her own.  I also think she is not naturally a math person, so it took her 

longer to learn math. 

 

The irony in this case study is Gentry helped her friends in college math 

classes.  She told me she could figure out a way to solve the problems, and 

would share that with her friends.  Gentry made an A in her freshman math 

classes, without tutoring help.   
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Case Studies in Math: Final Thoughts 
 

Just because your child isn’t working through a workbook or math 

curriculum doesn’t mean he isn’t doing math.  Hunter did math on an 

everyday basis.  We all do math on an everyday basis.   

 

When you’re at the store, let your child figure out the discount on a sale 

item, or how much 5 juice boxes will cost.  When you’re watching the 

weather channel, let him determine the difference in temperature between 

your home and Grandma’s home.  You get the idea. 

 

Even if your kids love math, like Hunter loves math and science, it’s okay 

and recommended to wait until the Later Grammar stage to start math.   

 

You might still be thinking, “If they’re good in math, we ought to teach 

math as early as possible.” My suggestion continues to be: Wait until they 

are older. Use the younger years to spend more time on reading, on 

language, on having fun with my kids, and encouraging a love of learning. 

 

Your child should better understand the abstract concepts of math after the 

age of 10.  He might even be like Hunter, won a math award in high school. 

(Possibility: No math in Grammar Stage; Math award in Rhetoric stage) 

 

 



Approaches to Christian Homeschooling   By: Kerry Beck 
Page | 48 

Mentoring in Classical Education 
 

Before we talk about how to implement the Classical Approach to Christian 

Homeschooling, let me share how classical 

education fits nicely with mentoring.  

 

Thomas Jefferson was mentored by George 

Wythe as our country was being founded. Most 

American men at that time were educated through 

academic mentoring. American statesmen were 

mentored, with the classics, reading, writing and 

discussing classics.  

 

Thomas Jefferson is one of the greatest American 

minds ever. He wasn’t just able to write the 

Declaration of Independence, he is a Renaissance-

type man of America. If you go to his home in 

Virginia, Monticello, you can see all the inventions that he’s made as well.  

 

I used the example of Thomas Jefferson’s education when our children were 

in the Rhetoric stage of classical education.  We read classics together, we 

wrote about those classics, and we discussed them. 

 

How Can I Find a Mentor For My Children?  
 

You really don’t need to look very far because you are the mentor. I was the 

mentor. Homeschool moms are the mentor. If you love education, if you are 

educating yourself, if you’re learning yourself, it’s going to rub off on your 

kids. 

 

I’ll tell you a little story.  Hunter went over to play with the Leithart’s son, 

James, when we lived in Idaho.  His dad is Peter Leithart, who has written 

over 25 books. Hunter walked into Dr. Leithart’s library and saw, floor to 

ceiling, every wall space covered with bookshelves, books on the floor, 

books on the table, books on the desk, books everywhere. Hunter’s first 

words out of his mouth were, “My mom would love this room.”  

 

When we picked up Hunter later that day and walked into the library, I 

remarked, “I love this room”.  Hunter knew I love to read and I love to learn. 
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Mentoring from a Christian Perspective 
 

Not only should we mentor our children academically, we should mentor 

them spiritually.  A classical, Christian education will also be concerned 

about teaching children truth, goodness and beauty from a Biblical 

perspective.  

 

...the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not 

slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things—that 

they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their 

children, to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their 

own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed. 

 

Likewise, exhort the young men to be sober-minded, in all things 

showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing 

integrity, reverence, incorruptibility, sound speech that cannot be 

condemned, that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having 

nothing evil to say of you. 

~Titus 2:3-8~  

 

Titus 2 describes the 

mentoring process between 

older women and younger 

women, as well as older men 

and younger men.  In both 

cases, you’ll notice the 

importance of teaching good 

things, good behavior and 

good works.  

 

As we mentor, we should not 

allow God’s Word (truth) to 

be blasphemed, nor should 

opponents speak evil against you. The natural result will be living in truth 

and beauty.  
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Classical Approach: Strengths 
 
 

1. Teaches character and wisdom by cultivating truth, beauty and 

goodness 

2. Provides many opportunities to learn “how” to think – written/verbal 

3. Tailored to stages of child’s mental development 

4. Creates self-learners & love of learning 

5. Produced great minds through history 

6. Rigorous academics 

7. More prepared curricula every year 

8. Develops independent thinking 

9. More flexible in early ages 

10. Plenty of opportunities to discuss ideas 
 

 

Classical Approach: Weaknesses 
 
 

1. May overemphasize ancient disciplines and classics 

2. Too rigorous plan for some kids 

3. Can develop sense of pride  

 

Let me elaborate about that last item, developing a sense of pride.  

 

I have seen many Christian classical homeschoolers and educators become 

very prideful saying, “We’re giving our kids a better education than all you 

other homeschoolers.”  

 

I do believe that classical education gives your kids an elite education. Not 

an exclusive education, but an elite or superb 

education. What do I mean by elite?  According to 

dictionary.com, elite means “the choice or best of 

anything”.  Classical education can offer a 

“choice” education.  This does not mean a 

snobbish, I’m better than you education. 

 

God never calls us to be proud. We need to be 

humble and grateful that God allows us to 

homeschool our kids.  I thanked God for showing 

You can’t take 
credit for their 

successes. Kids are 
on loan to you from 

God.  God is 
working in your kids 

- through you. 
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me the strengths of a classical education before they left home.  

 

The last thing you should be doing in regards to homeschooling is gaining a 

sense of pride, of selfish pride, and not giving glory to God for what your 

kids are learning and how they are growing. You can’t take credit for their 

successes, they are on loan to you from God.  God is working in your kids - 

through you. 
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How to Follow a Classical Approach 
 

First of all, you need to educate yourself. Moms should be in the process of 

learning on a regular basis. As I mentioned earlier, Mortimer Adler does not 

believe a person can be truly educated until the age of 60. For that reason, 

most of us are not truly educated yet. (Unless you’re over 60!   Then, you 

should be writing this ebook.)  

 

We need to be examples for our kids in learning ourselves and educating 

ourselves.  

 

Classics 
 

Classics and Classical education are related.  Classics are the basis of a true 

Classical education. 

 

What is a classic book? 

 

A classic is a book that has never finished saying what it has to say.  

 ~Italo Calvino~ 

 

Think about that for a minute.  One of the reasons you can read a 

classic book over and over again is that you find something new 

every time you read it.  One of my favorite classics is Pride & 

Prejudice.  Every time I read it, I discover something new about 

the characters or the relationships or my life. It’s written very 

well, it’s something that endures time. 

 

In the beginning, find superb classics to read 

to your family. I’m talking Plato or Aristotle.  

There are classics at the grammar stage as 

well.  

 

The Tales of Winnie the Pooh would be a great start with 

preschoolers or early Grammar stage children.  I am not 

referring to Disney’s Winnie the Pooh.  I’m referring to 

that long, enduring classic by A.A. Milne. 

 

 

http://amzn.to/1c4B25N
http://amzn.to/1c4B25N
http://amzn.to/107YFrS
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Using Classics 
 

Write about the classics and draw conclusions about the classics. How can 

you discuss Winnie the Pooh? 

 

Talk about the characters in the story and how they behaved. Guide your 

Grammar students to learn about virtue. 

 

At an older age, your students will draw their own 

conclusions.  If you need help using classics, I highly 

recommend Teaching the Classics, by Adam Andrews.  

Adam uses children’s story books for literary analysis, such 

as plot, characters, setting, climax, and so forth. 

 

Be sure that you are reading classics as a family. In our family, we read the 

classics, we write about the classics, we draw conclusions from the classics. 

This is not an assignment you “give” to your children. It is an activity in 

which you’re involved. In fact, I still have my journal where I kept notes 

about books that I read with the kids.  

 

Although I’ve already mentioned the importance of not pushing your 

children too quickly in learning, it bears repeating.  Kids need to be reading 

age-appropriate classics. 

 

If you’re giving your children books for a 12 year old when they are only 7, 

you are missing fantastic literature that was written for 7, 8, 9 year olds. 

You’ve missed some of the great children’s classics and your children won’t 

go back to read them.  Be sure to take advantage of the good classics at each 

age level. 

 

Facts & Memorizing 
 

At the Grammar stage, it’s important for kids to learn the facts of subject 

areas.  A few examples include: 

 

 Language – Parts of Speech 

 Geography – States & Capitals, Continents, Oceans, Countries, 

Compass Directions 

 Writing – Copywork for Punctuation & Capitalization Rules 

http://amzn.to/107YFrS
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-the-classics/
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 History – Major Players of each time period, Timelines, Major Wars 

 Art – Famous Artists & Their Works 

 Music – Famous Musicians & Their Pieces 

 Writing – Letters, Sentences, Paragraphs 

 Language – Poetry Memorization 

 Bible – Scripture Memory, Catechisms 

 Speech – Memorize speeches 

 Reading – Short & Long Vowels, Homophones 

 Science – Body Systems, Life Cycles, Planets, Colors in Rainbow, 

Animal Classifications 

 

We used flashcards, games & songs for much of our memory work.  I 

remember my kids learning the events of the Old Testament in chronological 

order.  How did we do it? 

 

Every morning after breakfast, my kids made their bed, practiced the piano, 

brushed their teeth.  When they were ready (& I was often cleaning the 

kitchen), they sang & danced to a Veritas Press memory song.  They loved it 

and didn’t realize they were learning Bible. 

 

You might get a ring to keep all your flashcards for a particular subject.  One 

ring for items your child knows. Another ring for items he is learning. 

 

Or, you might make or buy games to help your children learn the facts of 

each subject area.  On a trip to Nashville, I bought an art game about famous 

artists.  We played the game on the way home from Nashville to Bryan.  

Since they had to match the artist’s name with his work, they quickly 

learned famous works of art.   

 

Other games you might play to learn facts are Concentration, Trivial Pursuit, 

Bingo, Bees (Spelling, Geography, History, etc), Around the World and 

others.  For each game, you have a set of cards for a specific subject area.  

Then, play according to the game rules. 

 

A fun & easy way to memorize facts. 

 

 
 
 

http://amzn.to/1c4DIjN
http://amzn.to/1c4DIjN
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Latin 
 

Latin is the first foreign language taught in classical education.  Choose a 

latin course for your child’s age and dive in.  Some courses are more 

interactive than others. 

 

Logic 
 

At this stage, students learn to argue well. I recommend starting with critical 

thinking skills and then taking a formal logic class.   

 

Rhetoric 
 

Finally at the rhetoric stage, students need to be writing research papers on a 

regular basis. At least one long research paper and other short ones each 

year.  Be sure to set aside time for your kids to research and develop a thesis.  

IEW has a superb resource called Writing Research Papers to help you get 

started. 

 

We preferred to do our research papers during January, when we spent more 

time indoors.  I usually allocated 8 weeks to complete the paper (research, 

thesis, rough draft, edits, final draft). 

 

Writing 
 

In the Grammar stage, kids begin by learning how to form the letters.  From 

there,  they learn words, sentences and eventually paragraphs. There are 

many different curricula to help in these areas.  We recommend ones we like 

in the Resources section. 

 

In the Logic state, they write a longer paper, starting with a five-paragraph 

paper.  This encourages students to find a thesis and provide 2-3 examples to 

support their thesis.  After developing a five-paragraph paper, they might 

learn how to and make a written argument.  

 

Rhetoric students will learn how to research a topic and present their 

findings in a logical, written format.  Advanced research papers will include 

invention, arrangement & elocution as taught in Lost Tools of Writing, by 

Andrew Kern 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/writing-research-papers-the-essential-tools/
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Speech 
 

In the Grammar stage, children can memorize speeches and poetry to present 

to their family.  Narration is an excellent way to encourage oral speech. In 

the Logic & Rhetoric stages, Socratic discussions will take place at the 

dinner table. 

 

More information about Socratic discussions is found in the Christian 

Leadership Approach. 
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Resources for Classical Approach 
 

 

Teaching the Trivium, Harvey & Laurie Bluedorn 
My all-time favorite book about homeschooling, especially from a Christian, 

classical approach.  

 

Classical Approach Pinterest Board:  
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/approaches-classical-education/ 

General Homeschool Board: http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool 

 

Institute for Excellence in Writing 
Best writing resources on the market.  

 

Teaching Writing Structure & Style  
Teaches teachers how to teach writing. Flagship product and the 

foundation  of the rest of their writing resources.  All Theme-Based 

Writing Lessons follow the units in this resource. 

 

Student Writing Intensive  
Teaches students how to write better. Available at levels A, B, C.  

  

Teaching the Classics  

Poetry Memorization 

The Elegant Essay 

Writing Research Papers 

 

Lost Tools of Writing  
Rhetoric writing lessons that follow the classical model.   

 

TruthQuest History  
Offers a Christian perspective of history in chronological order. Great for logic 

and rhetoric stages because you are analyzing who is God and who is mankind to 

each society, each situation in history. 

 

Also includes a history series for younger learners (Grammar stage) – 

American History for Younger Students  

 

Best Books of All Times, by Gentry Beck 
Listing of a homeschoolers favorite books, listed in chronological order 

 

http://amzn.to/11Sd73t
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/approaches-classical-education/
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/homeschool-language-arts/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/homeschool-language-arts/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-the-classics/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/linguistic-development-through-poetry-memorization/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/how-to-write-an-essay-the-elegant-essay-writing-lessons/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/writing-research-papers-the-essential-tools/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/truthquest-history-american-history-for-young-students-i-greece-homeschool-history-curriculum/
howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/best-books-of-all-times/
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Latin: 
See which style of teaching fits you best. I always recommend Henle Latin 

for Logic & Rhetoric students. 

Matin Latin 

Latina Christiana  

Lingua Latina  

Latin’s Not So Tough  

Henle Latin 

 

Logic: 
Fallacy Detective  and Thinking Box, by Nathaniel & 

Hans Bluedorn 
Great logic books - Highly Recommended.  

Introductory Logic, by James Nance & Douglas Wilson  

Intermediate Logic, by James Nance 

 

Rhetoric: 
Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student 

Classical Rhetoric – Structure and Style 

 Schola Classical Tutorials  
Great books online classes.  My kids took these classes in the 

Rhetoric stage.  

Why Study the Classics? 
Interview by Ashley Ortega and Wes Callahan who runs The 

Great Books Online.  

 

Memory Songs: 
 

Audio Memory: 
 

Geography Songs  

Grammar Songs 

States & Capitals Songs 

Addition Songs  

Subtraction Songs 

Multiplication Songs 

Division Songs  

 

 

http://amzn.to/12SaK7k
http://amzn.to/11sBXvG
http://amzn.to/1082v4j
http://amzn.to/1aAoYuY
http://amzn.to/183PD40
http://amzn.to/12SaK7k
http://amzn.to/1c4HR7r
http://amzn.to/1083wJw
http://amzn.to/15qZVFh
http://amzn.to/10EpDd5
http://amzn.to/183UHW8
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/how-to-write-a-persuasive-essay-classical-rhetoric/
http://www.scholatutorials.org/
http://amzn.to/10EqScl
http://amzn.to/10uHmDI
http://amzn.to/1088ndJ
http://amzn.to/1088xlq
http://amzn.to/1c4PJG5
http://amzn.to/19o5Fnn
http://amzn.to/15r64Ba
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Veritas Press Flashcards & Memory Songs:  
 

Old Testament & Ancient Egypt 

New Testament; Ancient Greece & Ancient Rome 

Middle Ages; Renaissance & Reformation 

Explorers to 1815 

1815 to Present 

 

Awana  

 

Strong Learning Games 
Dr. Linda has several learning games for primary & 

intermediate learners. 

 

 

  

http://amzn.to/1c4DIjN
http://amzn.to/1c4Rseo
http://amzn.to/12SjiuI
http://amzn.to/183YhiW
http://amzn.to/1c4SgzT
http://www.awana.org/
http://www.mcssl.com/app/?af=1532392
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Homework 
 

What do you like about the Classical Approach in using it with your 

homeschool? 

 

 

 

 

 

What stages are your children in the Classical Approach? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How might your goals be met by using the classical approach at your child’s 

stage of the Trivium? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What might you to implement from classical education in your homeschool? 
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Questions: Classical Approach  
to Christian Homeschooling 

 

You said your daughter didn’t like math so you took her off of it in hopes 

that her attitude toward it would change. What happens if you have one 

child that has no desire for any learning, math, reading, anything? We are 

working toward pulling her from the school system, but how should I 

begin with her? No desire to learn, no desire to try, and no confidence at 

all.”  

 

If I were taking my kids off math again, I would probably listen research 

the unit study approach. Hopefully she has some interests of her own.  

 

If she likes art, I would put her in art lessons.  I wouldn’t worry about 

everything else.  I would work on two things: character and the topics she 

is interested in.  

 

You can use any topic of interest.  Let’s say she is interested in sports. 

Let them read biographies of people they like to watch play sports.  

 

If she’s into art, read artist biographies. Read directions on how to do an 

art project and then complete the project. Write a “how to” paper 

explaining how to do their art project.  

 

It will take a little creativity. 

 

However, it is worth some creativity. If you need help, look at pinterest.  

Here’s a good place to start:  http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/ 

 

I would use a semester to find things that your kids like. Try to develop 

some activities that are a little more academic to really 

draw them back into liking learning. 

 

The other aspect to develop is character - developing a  

work ethic, perseverance, and so forth. Doorposts offers a 

terrific tools in this area.  Use the small laminated charts or 

For Instruction in Righteousness as resource in Biblical 

child training.   

 

http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/for-instruction-in-righteousness
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You’ll be walking a fine line between creating a love of learning and 

developing Godly character.  If they hate math, take them off math, like 

just get away from it for a while, it’s not going to destroy their education. 

 

On a side note, my kids did the minimal amount of math to get into 

college. Ashley didn’t even finish Algebra 2 and she still got her college 

degree in two years. Remember, just because everyone else in the world 

is doing something, you might need to find a work-around for your 

family. 

 

In summary, I encourage you to spend some time doing things she likes. 

If she likes to bake, do that. If she likes to talk and chat online, then find 

a way that you can integrate her friends into homeschool activities. Or 

integrate the idea of friendships by doing a Bible study on friendships.  

Discover what God has to say about friendships.  

 

Like I said, it will take some creativity on your part. My son, Hunter 

didn’t like history in our homeschool.  Once again, I tried all sorts of 

strategies to encourage a love of history.   

 

What did it take for him to enjoy history. We put him in a history class in 

high school and he really liked his teacher and the class.  He attended 

college and enjoyed his freshman history classes.  Obviously I was not 

very good at encouraging him to like history, but I didn’t give up on 

finding a strategy for him to like history.   

 

Homeschoolers in our area have to take the State Benchmark Test, did 

you? If so, did you have any trouble from your school district about the 

math test scores in the younger years when you delayed teaching it? 

 

I did not have to take Benchmark Tests; however, my children had to 

take a standardized test to play sports in Idaho in junior high and high 

school.  I was able to choose & administer the test. My kids did fine.  

 

If your state requires it, I would find a fun way to teach the minimal 

amount of math necessary.    

 

Two more suggestions: 
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Talk to other homeschoolers in your area. If your state has a homeschool 

organization, like the Texas Homeschool Coalition, call them and get. 

 

If not, go to the Homeschool Legal Defense. Find out what they would 

recommend because I’m not really an expert in this.  

 

Comment from audience member: 

 

As a public school teacher in Arkansas last year, we didn’t even count 

our Benchmark Tests last year since they are not yet aligned to the 

common core. 

 

Don’t get me started on Benchmarks. I agree with this comment.  You 

need to go to your school district or your homeschool group to find out 

what they’re going to do if your kids don’t pass that section.  

 

Is there a list of classic books by age? 

 

Speaking of that, my daughter actually wrote one, Best Books of All 

Times. 

 

IEW recently published Timeline of Classics. 

Honey for a Child’s Heart is another good one that I really 

like and you can just get that one at the library.  

 

Finally, I recommend The Read-Aloud Handbook, by Jim 

Trelease. 

 

Are the resources listed actually curricula? 

 

Curricula, very good, that’s plural in Latin.  

 

IEW is actually curricula.  

 

Lost Tools is a Rhetoric stage curriculum for writing.  

 

TruthQuest is a history curriculum. 

 

Fallacy Detective and Thinking Toolbox are homeschool logic curricula.  

 

http://thsc.org/
http://www.hslda.org/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/timeline-of-classics/
http://amzn.to/11vosHP
http://amzn.to/18400EV
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/homeschool-language-arts/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/
http://amzn.to/1c4HR7r
http://amzn.to/1083wJw


Approaches to Christian Homeschooling   By: Kerry Beck 
Page | 64 

Teaching the Trivium and Raising Leaders, Not Followers are 

both books that will give you ideas on how to do it. Teaching 

the Trivium will explain what to do when they are five, six, 

and seven, what do to at any particular age.  

 

It is excellent because it is more than academics; it’s about 

character and growing your kids up to be Godly people.  

 

Schola Tutorials, do the books according to the reading level? 

 

On their website, you can find a list of the books in each class.  

 

What Latin curricula has your family used? 

 

If I were teaching younger kids in the grammar stage, I would use 

Matin Latin 

 

If I were doing upper grammar, I would consider Latina Christiana, 

followed by Henle Latin. 

 

I’ve done three or four different ones. If I were doing logic stage, I 

would use Henle Latin along with Memoria Press’s Guide for Henle 

Latin.  

 

Can you say more about teaching formal logic critical thinking course, 

what resources? 

 

Fallacy Detective and Thinking Toolbox are the best books to start. 

Thinking Toolbox comes before Fallacy Detective.  Both are fun. 

Fallacy Detective, you’re looking for fallacies and arguments.  

 

Introductory Logic and Intermediate Logic, by James Nance, would 

be your next step.  My girls worked through Nance’s courses, using 

his video instructions.   He is teaching the course on video.  After the 

video, kids do the homework in the workbook.  

 

 

 

 

http://amzn.to/11Sd73t
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My husband is a missionary and I’m curious about costs when I see 

materials divided up so specifically. I think one of the writing programs I 

saw was $250. Is there a way to use classical approach for someone on a 

budget? 

 

Here are my thoughts. It will cost time or money to teach writing.  If 

you’re on a budget, it’s going to take more time because you must 

develop your own curriculum.  

 

I know you’re a missionary, so you may not have access to a good 

library. What I normal tell people on a budget is go to the library and 

read, read, read, and read some more. With your kids I would read, read, 

read and take as many books on the mission field as you can.  

 

If you have to use Kindle download books to read.  

 

With writing, start with copy work. Next, work on narration.  Let your 

children narrate what they heard you read.  Mom writes it down child to 

copy the next day. Finally, use dictation.  Dictate a sentence or passage 

from your child’s reading materials.  

 

Yes, the program that I recommend from IEW is Teaching Writing: 

Structure & Style and Student Writing Intensive. If you were to get that 

package, it is about $250.  

 

If you’re on a budget, I would still highly recommend 

Teaching Writing: Structure & Style. It is $169, which I 

know is a chunk of change.  That’s all they had when I 

started teaching writing with IEW.  I created my own 

writing lessons based on what we were reading at the time.  

Since Teaching Writing: Structure & Style lets teaches 

mom how to teach writing, you can use it year after year 

after year. 

 

First, I bought the teacher notebook.  Then, I realized I needed more than 

the notebook, so I bought the DVDs. I think it may have been one of the 

few things that I bought the first year we were homeschooling & used 

every year after that.  

 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/homeschool-language-arts/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
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Even though I had taught writing in the public schools for 5 years, I 

completely changed my way of teaching writing and it changed my kids’ 

attitude about writing.  

 

When my girls were in our second year of homeschooling, I signed them 

up for a writing class in Houston with Andrew Pudewa. For two weeks 

before the class all I heard was, “Do I have to go to writing? Do I have to 

take that class?”  

 

It was a four-day class, two hours each day. My girls were in different 

classes, so they took turns attending their own class.  We stayed with my 

parents, so they came back to Grandma’s with their assignments to 

complete. 

 

On the way home Friday afternoon, we drove two hours to get home 

because of the traffic.  Ashley and Gentry wrote the entire way home. To 

me that says volumes about IEW’s approach to teaching writing. It 

changed their attitude. It was well worth every penny I spent on Teaching 

Writing: Structure & Style. 

  

That is why I believe so strongly in IEW, it changed my kids’ attitude 

about writing.  It gives them the tools to be able to write for the rest of 

their life. I still use the things that I teach kids from IEW. I still use the 

concepts that I personally learned as I write my blog or this book. 

 

If you can’t do anything else, I would buy the Teaching Writing: 

Structure & Style. If there’s another missionary family, maybe you can 

share the cost of it. You buy it now and you don’t need to buy another 

writing curriculum between third and tenth grade.  

 

It will take you time and effort to create writing exercises for all your 

different ages. But. you can use whatever topic you are studying, history-

wise, science-wise, Bible-wise.  

 

Since my children were interested in sports, they wrote an essay about 

Derek Jeter.  

 

Another time, we read an American Revolution story. I was teaching 

story writing to them. We outlined the story and I told them, “You can 

change anything in this story except the problem.” One of my kids 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
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rewrote it exactly like it was. The other one changed the time period.  

However, Hunter turned it into a Winnie the Pooh story. He had the same 

problem as the original story, but his characters were all Winnie the Pooh 

characters in the Hundred Acre Wood.  

 

What do you think about writing with e-series from Peace Hill Presses? 

 

I haven’t looked at Susan Wise Bauer’s recent writing resources. I think 

she has some really good stuff, but I can’t really comment too much 

about it.  

 

I know at one time she didn’t really care for IEW, but that was a long 

time ago when they did not have step-by-step how to do thing.  

 

Like I said, IEW worked for my kids, not just teaching them writing, but 

changing their attitude and giving them a positive attitude to where they 

enjoyed writing. Not every moment did they enjoy writing, but overall 

they did enjoy it. 

 

If we had the Student Writing Intensive with DVDs, is the Teaching 

Writing also necessary? 

 

It depends on what you’re using it for. Student Writing Intensive is a one-

semester course. Your kids will learn write using four of the nine units in 

Teaching Writing. 

 

However, with Student Writing Intensive, you’re not getting as much 

information, on how to teach writing. 

 

If you’re not familiar with IEW, Student Writing Intensive is Andrew 

teaching students how to write better. In Teaching Writing, Andrew 

teaches moms how to teach writing better. 

 

It’s similar to giving someone a fish, they eat for a day. If you teach them 

how to fish, they eat for a lifetime. If you can teach mom how to teach 

writing, she can teach it forever. Student Writing Intensive is just 

teaching the student those specific concepts and ideas.  

 

I’m not saying that Teaching Writing has everything you’ll ever need to 

teach writing.  But I know you can use those ideas for a very long time.  

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/homeschool-language-arts/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/homeschool-language-arts/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/homeschool-language-arts/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/homeschool-language-arts/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/homeschool-language-arts/
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In the back of Teaching Writing, they actually have lessons you can use 

for ideas in creating writing assignments for your children. The appendix 

includes sample lessons for each of the 9 units, sample answers, and 

helps.  

 

There is also a condensed scope in sequence.  If you want to teach all 

nine units every year, you can actually go through and follow that 

particular scope and sequence. 

 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
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Approach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every day, every hour, the parents 
are either passively or actively 
forming those habits in their children 
upon which, more than anything else, 
future character and conduct depend. 
 

~Charlotte Mason ~ 
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Charlotte Mason Approach  
 
You may be very familiar with Charlotte Mason or this may be the first time 

you’ve heard her name.  For me, I had never heard of Charlotte Mason until 

I started homeschooling.  Ironic, isn’t it? I have a Masters in Curriculum & 

Instruction and never studied Charlotte Mason’s impact on education. 

 

My Story  
Starting Our Homeschool 

 

I was a public education teacher, taught fifth grade for six years. My kids 

went to a private school for five years before we decided to homeschool. 

The summer before we started homeschooling, many of my homeschooling 

friends gave me all sorts of books and resources. 

 

“This is the best book. You need to read it.”  

 

“This book helped me so much in my homeschooling.” 

 

I did read a lot that summer.  

 

Towards the end of the summer, our adopted Aggie 

(college student at Texas A&M University), said, “Kerry, 

you might find this interesting.” Betsy handed me the 

book, For the Children’s Sake: Foundations of Education 

for Home and Schools, written by Susan Schaeffer 

Macaulay. 

 

So, I read it.  

 

It changed my view of education and how we would homeschoool. 

 

I had to get my own copy. Of all the books my friends recommended to me 

and loaned me, the book I actually purchased was from Betsy, a college 

student.   

 

As I mentioned earlier, I have lots of background in being a classroom 

teacher.  I know how to write scope and sequences.  I know how to write 

http://amzn.to/140jMKv
http://amzn.to/140jMKv
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curriculum.  I know how to plan a lesson with objectives, introduction, 

teaching points and conclusion. 

However, For the Children’s Sake opened my eyes to something different, 

something different that I wanted for my kids. It actually touches on some 

concepts I always wanted with my own kids when I was teaching school. I 

always wanted a classroom set of books that we could all read together. 

Each child in my classroom would have a copy, but that never happened.  

When I started homeschooling, real books were important. For the 

Children’s Sake touched on the ideas of reading good books.  

 

Most of my views on Charlotte Mason began with For the Children’s Sake.  

You could get bogged down in all the 

volumes of Charlotte Mason 

research, but For the Children’s Sake 

is a very concise perspective of 

Charlotte Mason from a Christian 

perspective. 

 

Charlotte Mason’s 
Discoveries 

 

Charlotte Mason made some very 

interesting discoveries. She lived in 

the 1800s and was appalled by 

several tendencies in education at the 

time. First, educators viewed their 

children or their students as 

containers. They were containers and 

we to be filled up with what 

educators think is important.  

 

Educators didn’t respect kids. Instead, they believed isolated bits of 

information needed to be poured children, or into their students. They would 

break down this knowledge, so nothing flowed together; they fed bits of 

information until their container was full. They really didn’t respect kids; 

they didn’t see children with a hungry appetite for knowing and for 

experiencing. Young kids, even kids below the age of five, have a voracious 

appetite and ability to learn. 

 

Charlotte Mason’s 
Discoveries: 

 
--Children were viewed as 
containers. 
 
--Children only needed 
isolated bits of information. 
 
--Educators created artificial 
learning experiences. 
 
--Habits were not being 
formed. 
 
--Students were not able to 
think. 

http://amzn.to/140jMKv
http://amzn.to/140jMKv
http://amzn.to/140jMKv
http://amzn.to/140jMKv
http://amzn.to/140jMKv


Approaches to Christian Homeschooling   By: Kerry Beck 
Page | 72 

We … put into the children’s hands lesson books with pretty pictures 

and easy talk, almost as good as storybooks; but we do not see that 

after all, we are giving them … little pills of knowledge in the form of 

a weak and copious diluents. Teachers and even parents who are 

careful enough about their children’s diet are so reckless as to the 

sort of mental ailment offered to them that I am exceedingly anxious 

to secure consideration for this question of the lessons and literature 

for little people. 

For the Children’s Sake, by Macaulay, 1984 p. 27 

Home Education, p. 187 

 

Although, she was talking about kids nine and under, this applies to all ages.  

Parents are very concerned about their child’s diet, food they put in their 

mouth.  Are they as concerned about the food they’re putting into their 

mind? 

 

On the other hand she says: 

 

We see then that the children’s lessons should 

provide material for their mental growth, should 

exercise the several powers of their mind, should 

furnish them with fruitful ideas, and should afford 

them with knowledge really valuable for its own 

sake, accurate and interesting, of the kind that the 

child may recall as a man with profit and pleasure. 

For the Children’s Sake, by Macaulay, 1984 

p. 27 

Home Education, p. 187 

 

We need to give our children something of substance all day long, all week 

long, & all year long. 

 

Another discovery of Ms. Mason was schools made artificial learning 

experiences—actually they were engineering them. At this time in Germany 

and in England, much experimenting was taking place in classrooms.  

 

Think about it. Experimenting with children and engineering artificial 

experiences to “look” like learning.  

 

We need to give 
our children 
something of 
substance all 
day long, all 

week long, & all 
year long. 

 

http://amzn.to/140jMKv
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There are so many natural learning experiences, I can’t imagine 

“engineering” activities to look like learning is taking place.  But, that is 

what happened in Germany. 

 

Schools wasted time on artificial learning experiences.  Susan Macaulay has 

this to say. 

 

Many schools excel in wasting time. Time is like a fortune, it is wrong 

to allow it to be buried. Children are tired out with busy work. They 

are talked at until their attention habitually wanders, and maybe 9/10 

of their time is wasted. There are many children who don’t even know 

their own language, let alone anyone else’s. 

For the Children’s Sake, by Macaulay, 1984 p. 126 

 

From my own experience when I taught school, we wasted a lot of time. I 

had 30 kids in a classroom which means getting 30 kids in and out of a 

classroom for lunch or bathroom breaks or to change classes. To get all get 

their books on their desks sometimes took five minutes. We wasted much 

time. To be honest, we also had many artificial learning experiences. 

 

Habits were not being formed with children during Ms. Mason’s research. 

Without good habits, children did not have discipline, obedience, respect for 

authority. These are vital for natural learning to take place. 

 

Finally, students are not able to think. 

 

Why? 

 

Education failed when it produced children who could do harder sums and 

read harder books, but who lacked moral and intellectual power. Students 

could not think for themselves, they could not think critically, nor could they 

even keep their attention on books that were being read to them. 

http://amzn.to/140jMKv
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The 4 R’s of Charlotte 
Mason Homeschool 

 

Ms. Mason used these discoveries as she 

developed her own plan to educate 

children.  Here are a few of her ideas that 

you can implement in your homeschool.  I 

call them  the 4R’s of Charlotte Mason! 

 
Respect Children as Persons 

 
Our kids are made in the image of God. 

They have worth as a child of God.  We 

should treat them with respect.  Parent’s 

authority does not give them license to 

abuse children or play on their emotions. 

Neither should parents limit their child’s 

education or use fear to make a child learn. 

 

In your homeschool, I would encourage you to create good habits & routines 

in your kids.  Those habits will lay the foundation of learning in the future. 

Routines often show respect for your kids. Everyone knows what to expect 

when there is a routine in your family. 

 

Real Life Learning 
 

Our homeschools should relate to 

real life as often as possible. It 

should not be like a factory, with 

artificial rewards when you meet 

goals. Allow your children to enjoy 

good, real life experiences. 

 

Take them on nature walks, let 

them observe and collect wildlife. 

Take them to museums, art 

museums; maybe take them to 
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some operas. I know in our town, all the fourth graders get invited free to the 

symphony. 

 

A few ways we might include real life learning situations: 

 Discovering God’s creation through nature walks (science, research) 

 Running a family business (math, money, writing, art, language arts) 

 Cooking (math, science, reading) 

 Gardening (science, math) 

 Discovering God’s creativity, goodness & beauty in museums (art, 

music, language, reading) 

 

Take advantage of these opportunities and expose them to good music, to 

good art, to what is beautiful.  Classical and Charlotte Mason dovetail so 

nicely because she’s encouraging educators to expose students to truth, 

goodness, and beauty. When you use excellent resources, then you begin to 

see beautiful art and beautiful music and what is best in nature walks and 

museums 

 

For more information about relating homeschool to real life, see the Unit 

Study Approach. 

 

Read Living Books 
 

Charlotte Mason believes children 

should read great books, not distilled 

information found in textbooks. 

Textbooks strip away the meat of 

living books, leaving dust-dry bones 

of facts.  Who wants to read that?  I 

certainly don’t. 

 

We chose books with living ideas to read aloud as a family.  Books like 

Johnny Tremain, Swiss Family Robinson and The Hobbit. I tried to vary the 

types of literature we read because we have a variety of interests in our 

family. 

 

When children are young, have them narrate the story back to you.  As they 

get older, they can write down their narration.  When my kids were teens, we 

kept a journal about the books we were reading. 

http://amzn.to/116cp6z
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Living Books vs. Twaddle 
 

Read good books instead of twaddle.  

 

What is twaddle? 

 

Twaddle includes worthless books, inferior teaching material. The dictionary 

compares twaddle to drivel, nonsense, prattle, rubbish. 

 

Many textbooks are twaddle.  Many current books for kids are twaddle. 

 

The way I like to explain it is by 

comparing a classic book series with 

twaddle series.  Little House on the Prairie 

and Anne of Green Gables are classic book 

series. True classics that endure time.  

They offer rich words, rich language and a 

story we want read over and over again.  

 

Compare those series to the American Girl books and you’ll see a huge 

difference. The American Girl books are very dumbed down. Although they 

tell a story, I don’t agree with all of the character issues in the American Girl 

books. These books provide short, choppy sentences, with very simple, plain 

language. 

  

Having said that, my girls did read the American Girl books.  I expect my 

granddaughters to read them, too.  However, I will encourage them to read 

books with living ideas and wonderful language.  You go to Little House on 

the Prairie, you look at Anne of Green Gables, and that is rich language and 

you would hope that your kids could bring some of that language into their 

writing. Those are the kind of books that we want to be reading with our 

kids.  

 

Reading Poetry 
 

Do you read poetry with your kids on a daily basis? Sometimes, we are 

afraid of poetry. We didn’t understand it in school, so we don’t teach it to 

our kids. 

http://amzn.to/1aq2CfG
http://amzn.to/10gC1O0
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Every morning we started the day with the kids taking turns reading a poem 

aloud. Each child chose their own poem from our poetry books. These 

included Shel Silverstein’s books, Where the Sidewalk Ends and A Light in 

the Attic. On a more serious note, we read from A Child’s Garden of Verse 

and The Harp & Laurel Wreath.  

 

Poetry became a fun activity. My children have a good attitude towards 

poetry because we read it daily. As they got older, we discussed the meaning 

of more thoughtful poems.  In high school, they had to memorize poetry.   

 

If you are fearful of poetry, I highly recommend 

Linguistic Development through Poetry Memorization. 

You can start using this resource when your children 

are young and continue to use the same book through 

high school.  You will expose your children to a 

completely different kind of linguistic development 

than what they read in prose.   

 
Our Favorite Books 
 

A year ago, I asked my grown children to list their Top 10 

Favorite Books.  The one book they all put on their list was 

Little Britches. My hubby, Steve, read this series aloud at 

night.  It took us several years to read because we were 

inconsistent.  Depending on the ages of your kids, you 

might want to read it aloud because there are some curse 

words in the stories. 

 

As I think about the fact that all three of my kids listed the book their Dad 

read to them, I must draw a conclusion it is important for dads to read aloud, 

also.  Steve read the Bible every morning to our family.  At night, he read 

fiction to our family.  He didn’t teach homeschool during the day, but he left 

an impression that reading is fun and important. 

 

I’ve included all our lists as a supplemental item.  Look in our Bonus Items 

to find our Top 10 Read Aloud Books. 

 

 
 

http://amzn.to/18bA3DB
http://amzn.to/12lsulg
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2 Types of Living Books, Often Ignored! 
 

Most book lists include great historical fiction, literature and even science 

books. Too often, we don’t see Biblical books or Math books on our “living 

books lists”.  Both are important for Christians to read. 

 

First of all, the best book of all time that you should be reading is the Bible. 

The Bible is literature. You ought to be reading stories from the Bible, even 

to 3 year olds.  

 

I had a mom say, “Well, what about some of the killing and the sexual 

stuff?” I think you as a parent have the ability to pick and choose. Now if 

you always gloss over those areas of the Bible, you aren’t giving an accurate 

view of God.  Use wisdom as you decide what ages to share those types of 

stories.   

 

To give your children a sense of the culture during Biblical times, you might 

read any of the following: 

 

 The Bronze Bow 

 Twice Freed 

 Hittite Warrior 

 Pearl Maiden 

 Tirzah 

 Journey for Tobiyah 

 For the Temple 

 Beyond the Desert Gate 

 Within the Palace Gates 

 Jotham’s Journey 

 Vinegar Boy 

 

Another type of book, often ignored, on living book lists are math books. 

Believe it or not, there are quite a few living books that teach math.  Our 

family favorite is the Sir Cumference series, teaching geometric concepts set 

in the Middle Ages.  Sir Cumference is a knight who is married to Lady Di 

of Ameter. Their son is Radius. Your kids will thoroughly enjoy these books 

and learn math, too.  You can see a complete listing of math living books 

here: http://HowToHomeschoolMyChild.com/resources/math   

 

The best 
book of all 

time that you 
should be 

reading is the 
Bible. 
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How often do you read? 
How do you know what title to read? 

 

If we finished reading a book, we picked up another one. We read out loud 

every single day during homeschool. We started each day reading out loud.    

 

Since the first thing you do in the morning is 

most important to you, we started with read 

alouds. If you have them doing computer work 

first, that’s what’s important to you, because 

that’s what gets finished every single day.  

 

Reading aloud was important to me and I had to fix our schedule to be sure 

it was completed each day. We were reading in the afternoon and it wasn’t 

happening. You know what was happening?  I fell asleep reading after 

lunch.  Something had to change to give my kids the right attitude towards 

reading aloud. 

 

So I changed our daily schedule.  I thought through some concepts that 

Charlotte Mason shared, deciding how we would start each day. 

 
Relax & Rest 
 

If you’ve heard me talk about raising our kids to be 

Christian leaders, you’ve heard me say the most 

important thing for you is to relax.  We live in an 

over-productive society where getting a job or 

degree is the most important aspect of education. 

But God wants us to rest in Him. 

 

Stop worrying about finishing a curriculum.  If we didn’t finish a particular 

book or resource, we continued in September.  It wasn’t a big deal to spend 

2 years instead of 1 year for a curriculum. 

 

As I mentioned in last week’s workshop, I relaxed when it came to Math. 

(And I have a minor in Math. I enjoy math.) However, I realized it was more 

important for me to relax when it came to math.  How did I relax? 

 

The first thing you 
do in the morning is 

MOST important  
to you. 

 

God wants us  
to rest in Him. 
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1. Ashley did not  complete Algebra 2 (but she finished her college 

degree in 2 years) 

2. Gentry did not do her math curriculum in 7th grade. When she started 

math again, I handed her the times table chart and said she could use 

it any time she needed. Within a year, she memorized all the facts. She 

now helps her college friends in math. 

3. Hunter did not have formal math from 1st to 5th grade.  He caught up 

those 5 “grades” of math in 1 year. He received a math award in high 

school. 

 

 

“I can’t relax, we got way too many things to do.”  

 

Both you and your kids need to relax, but especially your kids.  They need 

time to play.  Charlotte Mason espoused, time to play, time to create, time to 

reflect. If they don’t have some free time, creativity will never come to 

them.  

 

Ms. Mason structured her school so it 

was more structured in the mornings, 

with play time in the afternoon.  

Children have precious afternoon time to climb trees, to explore the woods, 

to walk, to ride their bikes, what have you.  They had time to play.  

 

We rob our kids of play because we have a gazillion things to do. Our kids, 

even older kids, need time to relax.  

 

I like her idea of using the afternoon for play time and the morning for more 

structured time. Most educators don’t consider the importance of playing to 

create or to reflect.  

 

Are you giving your children free time to play, to create, to reflect? 

 

Morning – Structured Time 
Afternoon – Play Time 

4R’s of Charlotte Mason 
 

Respect Children as Persons 

Relate to Real Life 

Read Good Books 

Relax 
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Other Aspects of  
Charlotte Mason Homeschool 

 

Habits 
 

Charlotte Mason discovered kids were not creating good habits. Habits help 

us develop self-discipline and Godly character. For example, forming the 

habit of making your bed every morning helps children become disciplined. 

Being self-disciplined leads to Godly character. 

 

It is vital for your family to have a routine, which develops the habit of 

concentration, the habit of truthfulness, the habit of self-control, the habit of 

cooperation, and the habit of unselfishness. All of these are habits that we 

need to be developing in our kids and they’re not going to happen overnight 

and I really think it’s hard to work on all of them at one time.  

 

Choose whether you will work on one habit for each child or one habit for 

your entire family.  You know your kids, their strengths and weaknesses.   

keep checking they don’t lose a habit.  Once your children learn the habit of 

cooperation, be sure they continue to cooperate with their siblings and 

friends. 

 

Routines 
 

The best way to develop habits is to follow a 

routine. Our morning routine looked like this. 

 

 Family devotions at breakfast 

 Mom cleans the kitchen 

 Kids got dressed, straightened up their room, made their bed, brush 

teeth 

 Take turns practicing the piano 

 Sing memory song with CD 

 Ready to start our school day 

 Our time together began with reading poetry 

 Read aloud 

 

It’s vital for your 
family to have a 

routine. 
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With our routine, our children knew what was expected of them. They 

developed the habit of cooperation by taking turns on the piano. They 

developed the habit of concentration by listening to our read aloud book.  

They developed the habit of self-control by sharing the memory song CD. 

 

Use whatever routine works for your family.  Use your routine to develop 

good habits in your children.    

 

Another routine that is imperative to implement is bedtime. That may sound 

silly but children need their rest and they need to know when bedtime is 

every night.  They need the security of knowing what is expected of them. 

This includes when they are expected to be in bed. 

 

And parents need time alone at night. Time to re-acquaint yourselves after a 

long day. 

 

We put our kids to bed at 8:00P.M.  Steve and I had a couple of hours of our 

own time that we could spend together.  

 

Routine will build good habits. 
Routine will help build self-discipline. 

Routine will help build good Godly 
character. 

 

 

Habit of Concentration 
 

One way to develop concentration is by reading out 

loud to your kids and having them narrate back to you 

what they heard.  It’s a quick & easy way to see if they are concentrating on 

what is being read.   

 

Habit of Truthfulness 
 

We had two actions that received an automatic spanking.  

 

1. Disrespecting your mother 

2. Lying 

Habits to Develop: 
 

 Concentration 

 Truthfulness 

 Obedience 

 Dinner Time 
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Our children knew you don’t lie and you don’t disrespect your mother.  If 

either of these actions occurred, you can be sure that Dad would be involved. 

If your children don’t learn to tell the truth at a young age, they won’t be 

truthful to their boss, their spouse or their best friend.  Truthfulness was 

expected in our house. 

 

Habit of Obedience 
 

Obedience is one of the first habits to develop in your child.  When they 

learn to obey, they also learn to respect authority.  If you want obedience, be 

sure to follow through when they disobey. This takes as much discipline and 

follow-through from parents, as it does from children. 

 

On the other hand, if all you do is bark orders, Charlotte Mason says it’s 

grievous. It is a burden to kids when they hear command heaped upon 

command heaped upon command. You should offer a balance, being careful 

what orders you give your kids.  When you ask them to do something, they 

need to obey, fulfilling that request.  

 

Habit of Dinner Time 
 

Another habit that I personally think is important is eating meals together. 

Too often we are rushing about to thousands of activities. Any one of those 

activities is good, but what’s the sum of all of them together? Not always 

good. 

 

Find time to eat meals together. As you eat together, you will allow your 

children to develop other good habits (& good manners).  Your children will 

learn a lot, simply by sitting at the table and eating together. 

 

 

Mastery vs. Testing 
 

Finally let’s discuss mastery of a topic and testing. Too often we are worried 

about passing and failing, giving grades based on an exam.  Charlotte Mason 

was focused more on mastering the skill because school was centered on real 

life skills.  
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I think it’s important that we sometimes re-think how we decide when it’s 

time to move on. Personally, I believe it’s more important for our children to 

master skills than to just blow through a book or curriculum.  We need to 

take a step back and become more mastery oriented.  

 

Our society is obsessed with productivity. This blends into education.  We 

want to check off our list that we completed a math curriculum or a spelling 

book. We think completion is more important than mastery.   

 

What is most important for your child in the long-term? 

 

Completing a curriculum or mastering the skills in a curriculum? 

 

Most of us will say mastery, but we will focus on completion.   

 

Case Studies on Mastery & Ages 
 

As I was working on this book, I came across an 

interesting case study. Did you know that Einstein 

started talking at four years of age?  Most children talk 

before the age of four.   

 

Just because your child is eight years old and it’s time 

for the times tables doesn’t mean he’s ready to 

memorize the times tables. Just because the rest of the 

world is requiring a skill at a certain age doesn’t mean your child needs to 

accomplish that skill.  We master skills & tasks at different ages.  We are 

individuals made in the image of God.  Allow God to work in your kids in 

His own timing. 

 

Many boys take awhile to develop linguistically.  My son did read early but 

he had a friend who really didn’t start reading until 10 or 11. His mom 

worked with him over and over and over again. Her son surpassed Hunter, as 

far as his desire to read. Hunter wasn’t very excited about reading until high 

school. In college he was more excited about reading books.  

 

The one that didn’t read until 10 was more excited about reading when he 

finally learned to read. Think about how this relates to checking off the 

completion list vs. mastering the skill of reading.   
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Charlotte Mason  
School Motto 

 

Charlotte Mason’s school was, “I am, I can, I ought, 

and I will.”  

 

I Am  
 

We need to teach our kids who they are in Jesus Christ, that they are made in 

the image of God. They have worth in God’s image. We need to get away 

from the productivity and success-oriented society. Show your children who 

they are in Jesus Christ.  

 

You might start by memorizing 1 Corinthians 15:10 as a family. 

 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me 

was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, 

but the grace of God which was with me. 

 

 

I Can 
 

Encourage your kids in all they do.  They should have confidence in what 

they tackle.  

 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  

~Philippians 4:13~    

 

You need to be in the job of building up your kids to be “I can” kids, 

competent kids. My dad actually did a good job of this. He was always, 

“Kerry, you can do this, hold your head up high, walk tall and hold your 

shoulders back.”  

 

That built confidence in me. If you ask Steve, he’ll tell you. “Kerry thinks 

she can do anything. Whether she can do it or not, doesn’t matter. She 

believes she can do anything.”  

 

I don’t know that I can do anything. There are some things I know I can’t 

do. But if I think I can do it, I move forward and I start working on that 
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project. My parents instilled confidence, the confidence God gives to do the 

things that are set before me. 

 

Having said this, I think it’s also appropriate to set appropriate goals for 

each child. You don’t expect an 8 year old to do the same thing as an 18 year 

old.  Be sure to tackle age-appropriate goals.  

 

Also, beware adults! Sometimes we want to push our kids beyond what they 

are able to do. 

 

I Ought 
 

Let’s move on to decision making. We live in another society called “I 

want”. 

 

Your kids say, “I want this,” when you’re at the store.  And “I want that.” “I 

want these clothes, I want these shoes, I want that book, I want that TV, I 

want to watch this, I want to be part of this group, I want to play this.”  

 

We need to teach our kids “I ought.”  

 

He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He 

walked. 

~ I John 2:6 ~ 

 

What should they “ought”?  

 

We need to teach teaching our kids what is the right thing to do.  

 

I Will 
 

Then move on from what we know is the right thing, to doing the right thing. 

Teach your kids to follow through with what they “ought” to do.  

 

Your kids may know the right thing, but that’s not helping much. Your kids 

need to do what is right.  You may need to help them follow through and do 

it. 
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Doing the right thing comes from watching parents as our examples. As 

parents, we need to do what is right because it is right in God’s eyes.   

 

What if the best thing for your child is to cut them off all the media around 

them? Not watch TV or be on the computer. Are you willing to do that? If 

you know that’s the right thing to do, are you willing to do it? If you are, 

then you are living the “I Ought” motto by example.  

 

Again, this motto stems from “I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me,” in Philippians. Take this week and memorize Philippians 

4:13.  As you do, see how it fits in with “I am, I can, I ought, and I will.” 

 

I Am 
I Can 

I Ought 

I Will 
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Charlotte Mason Homeschool: Strengths 
 

1. Children are active participants in learning process. 

2. Real objects and real books instead of distilled information such as 

textbooks and twaddle. 

3. Encourages curiosity, creative thinking, love of learning- 

Give plenty of free time to kids of all ages (5 to 15 years old) 

4. Eliminates meaningless tasks and busy work.      

5. Stresses formation of good character and habits. 

6. Meshes well with other approaches  

 

 

Charlotte Mason Homeschool: Weaknesses 
 

1. More teacher preparation time - now we have good resources to guide 

homeschoolers.   

2. Students are not as familiar with standardized testing. 

3. Grading is more difficult – Pass/Fail 

4. Mastery over Productivity 
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How to Implement a Charlotte Mason 
Homeschool 

 

Remember that Charlotte Mason believed the 

structure to organized lessons occurred in the 

morning so kids could play freely, enjoying 

gardens, woods and free time, which is 

necessary for creativity. If you want that fruit of 

creativity, you must give your kids some free 

time. 

 

Children respond to life by living. What we’ve 

shared so far is an atmosphere, a discipline, and a lifestyle. This is really a 

lifestyle type approach to homeschooling.  

 

Knowledge of God 
 

Start by giving a knowledge of God. Study the Bible together as a family. 

Put your kids in touch with the God who is out there. Whether 

you use Awanas or some other Bible resource, spend time as a 

family in God’s Word.   

 

We used a variety of tools at different ages.  When our children 

were young, we used Kenneth Taylor’s book, The Bible in 

Picture for Little Eyes.  I grew up with this book, also.   

 

As our kids grew up and had a longer attention span, we read stories from 

the Bible.  1 Samuel and 2 Samuel were a good place for us to start.  

 

Steve used Training Hearts, Teaching Minds to give our kids a great 

foundation of theology.  The author also wrote Grandpa’s Box, but our kids 

were too old for the book when it was published. 

 

Doorposts also provides some excellent resources to give 

your children a knowledge of God.  My favorite Doorpost 

resource is For Instruction in Righteousness.  I invested in 

this manual the first year of homeschooling and used it 

every year thereafter. 

http://amzn.to/17pMMzB
http://amzn.to/17pMMzB
http://amzn.to/16F7bj6
http://amzn.to/14AVjgp
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/for-instruction-in-righteousness/
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Knowledge of Man 
 
As you give your children an excellent knowledge of God, you should also 

be giving them a good knowledge of man. This will cover a variety of 

subject areas. 

 

History 
 

Knowledge of man begins with history, a look back in time at how society 

existed. I would not use dry textbooks, but historical fiction instead. 

Historical fiction allows your students to live within the culture of that time 

period, experiencing life through fictional & real characters. 

 

Our favorite author of historical fiction is G.A. Henty. Historian George 

Grant has this to say about Henty. 

 

When I was growing up, the great historical epics of G.A. Henty were 

already becoming difficult to find, but whenever I ran across one in 

our local library, I quickly checked it out, rushed home, and read it, 

usually without putting it down.  

 

In the years since, I have haunted dusty antiquarian bookshelves in an 

effort to collect as many of these gems as possible. Other writers have 

succeeded admirably in capturing a single culture or area, but Mr. 

Henty was equally adept at telling the story of the Crimean War as of 

the Peloponnesian War, of the Franco-Prussian conflict as of the 

Norman conquest, of the adventures of the Conquistadors as of the 

trials of the Pharaohs. Apparently, his virtuosity knew no bounds.  

 

The action-packed stories of courage, tenacity, and providential 

faithfulness left me as breathless and enthused reading them as an 

adult as they did some thirty years ago.   

(taken from henty.com) 

 

As your kids get older, you should also read primary sources. For example, 

as you study the founding of our nation, your older students can read the 

Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. Your younger children 

can memorize the Preamble to the Constitution at the same time.  As a 

family, you might read Johnny Tremain, one of our family favorites.  

http://amzn.to/116cp6z
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I recommend TruthQuest history guides for reading book lists 

at a variety of ages.  Each guide is organized in chronological 

order, around events & people.  You will also receive the best 

Biblical worldview explanation of history in each guide. 

 

As you read about history, let your kids react to them. Don’t 

tell them what to think about a book. Too often we’re ask, 

“What do you think?” 

 

Before they have time to “think”, mom says, “Here’s what the author 

means.” Give your children time to think about the book and respond.  

Socratic dialogue is an excellent tool in leading discussions.  The easiest 

way to implement a Socratic dialogue is to ask a question and never answer 

your own question.  If your kids are unable to respond after sufficient time, 

ask another question.  Keep asking questions until a discussion ensues.  

 

If your children are younger, you may have them illustrate as you’re reading 

aloud. If they aren’t to the point of being able to write, they could draw 

pictures. 

 

Two other tools we used to bring history to life are maps and timelines.  

These visuals help your child “see” where & when history is taking place.  

You may want to use notebook size maps & timelines. Or, you may want a 

wall map and a wall timeline.   

 

Literature 
 

When your child learn to read on their own, is it time to 

quit reading out loud? Should you quit reading out loud 

when they can read for themselves?  

 

No!  

 

We read out loud until our kids finished high school and 

moved out of our home. Reading aloud has so many 

valuable benefits.  We keep our listening muscles 

working, learning to be attentive and concentrate. 

Personally, I have a hard time listening & concentrating 

on a book, until I am captivated.  I can relate to kids who 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/
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don’t remember what was just read.  I often daydream or make lists in my 

head.  Shame on me! 

 

One idea for kids for struggling listeners is give them something to do with 

their hands.  I listen better while I fold laundry, while I drive, while I do 

handwork, while I craft.  It’s okay to let your kids do something while you 

read aloud.  

 

I still remember Hunter throwing a ball up in the air, as I read a church 

history book to him.  He struggled to remember what was read, so I allowed 

him to keep his hands busy while we read together. 

 

As you choose which literature to read, remember the Bible is considered 

literature. Find stories in the Bible to read as a family.  What a great place to 

start with literature. 

 

There are many good book lists to help you find age-appropriate books for 

your children.  You can see a list in the resources section. 

 

As we chose books to read aloud, I learned to vary the topics.  Why?  My 

son was not interested in history the girls enjoyed historical fiction. Hunter 

loved any book with water, Swiss Family Robinson, Treasure Island, 

Robinson Crusoe. I didn’t think I would finish Robinson Crusoe until I 

found out Hunter liked it. So, we finished reading Robinson Crusoe and he 

loved it. Even if you’re not totally interested in a book, consider reading it if 

your children enjoy that classic. 

 

 
Shakespeare 
 

I loved Shakespeare in high school and wanted to impart the beauty of 

Shakespeare plays to my children. Each year, I chose one Shakespeare play 

that was appropriate for their age at the time. We would read aloud, taking 

turns as different characters.  Shakespeare is beautiful and opens their mind 

to truth, goodness & beauty.  

 

When Ashley was in third grade, she wanted to read The Taming of the 

Shrew.  We had  read that play together and she wanted to read it on her 

own.  

http://amzn.to/17iuzqF
http://amzn.to/19we4oC
http://amzn.to/11SJIYu
http://amzn.to/11SJIYu
http://amzn.to/1cfjEvj
http://amzn.to/1cfjEvj
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You may be intimidated by Shakespeare.  If so, start 

with Tales from Shakespeare, by Charles & Mary 

Lamb.  The Lambs wrote the Shakespeare plays in 

story format for kids to read.  It’s a simple 

introduction to 20 of his plays. After you read the 

Lamb’s story, you can read the play together. 

 

When my kids were in elementary school, I choose 

the comedies, such as The Taming of the Shrew and 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  As they got older, 

we read some of the tragedies, like Hamlet and 

Macbeth.  

 

Many families wait until the older teen years to read Romeo and Juliet.  This 

offers a springboard to talk about dating and courtship. 

 

If you read one play each year, you would cover at least 10 or 12 in their 

lifetime of homeschooling.  

 

 
Narration 
 

As we discuss read alouds, the concept of narration should be addressed. 

Narration allows you a simple tool for your child to tell what was read (or 

what he read independently).  When your child is young, have him narrate 

out loud to you.  As he gets older, you might have him write his narration.   

 

You can even use narration as a penmanship or copywork exercise the next 

day.  Here’s how it works.  As your child narrates about a book, you write it 

down.  The following day, give your child a copy of his narration to write in 

his own handwriting.  Of course, you include the proper punctuation and 

capitalization for him to copy. 

 

IEW does a good job of teaching kids how to write a passage in their own 

words.  When using Teaching Writing Structure and Style, you read a 

passage, make notes and tell (or narrate) it back without looking at the 

original. After re-telling the passage in their own words, students write the 

passage in their own words. 

http://amzn.to/124VHRI
http://amzn.to/1cfjEvj
http://amzn.to/11SEegu
http://amzn.to/112MqQa
http://amzn.to/10pKH4O
http://amzn.to/124VUUY
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
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Your kids need to verbalize what was read; they also need to write what was 

read.  

 

Reading Journals 
 

Once my kids were teens, we started using reading 

journals.  In the beginning, their journal entries 

were simply a summary of what they read on their 

own. After practicing written narrations, we moved 

into journaling about the book that they were 

reading.  Instead of summarizing what was read, 

each child writes what he “thinks” about the book.  

These journal entries make excellent springboards into discussions. 

 

Journaling about the book uses higher level thinking skills.  Be patient with 

your student.  Model what you expect in a 

journal entry by reading some of your 

journaling.  

 

Find a nice journal for each child. I let my 

kids choose a really nice journal that they 

could start with their copywork, then 

narrations, and finally journaling.  There’s 

something special about writing in a nice 

journal, one your child values. 

 

 
Morals & Citizenship 

 

Morals and good citizenship is based on Biblical character.  Are you 

developing habits that solidify Godly character in your kids?  Are you 

providing opportunities for a good work ethic to become a good citizen in 

society? 

 

Doorposts Publishing provides excellent resources for Christian parents to 

teach Godly character.  The small, laminated charts help parents decide 

consequences & blessings according to Scripture.  Since they are laminated, 

you can change the consequence or blessing. 

Morals and good 
citizenship is 

based on Biblical 
character. 

 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/
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For example, when teaching cheerfulness and 

thankfulness, the Blessing Chart offers the 

following verses: 
 

A merry heart makes a cheerful countenance.  

~ Proverbs 15:13 ~  
 

And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the 

Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord 

you will receive the reward of inheritance. 

  ~ Colossians 3:23-24 ~ 
 

There is a place on the chart for you to write the 

blessing for a child who shows cheerfulness or thankfulness.  For younger 

children, you may give the “Cheerful Face Award” or happy face stickers.  

For older children, you may discuss inheritance.  Allow your daughter to 

select a hope chest.  Or, deposit money in a savings 

account for the future.  These blessings/rewards directly 

relate to the Scripture. 

 

The If-Then Chart is similar but addresses sins, such as 

arguing, hitting, teasing, defiance, disobedience, and so 

forth.  You can write on the chart what the consequence for 

that sin is.  This takes out mom’s emotion when she is 

upset at the child for his actions.  Simply go to the chart, 

read the verse and enforce the consequence that is already 

decided. 

Other charts include Go to The Ant Chart (teaches work 

ethic), Brother Offended Chart (reconciling differences & arguments) and 

the Put On Chart (putting on Godly character) 

 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/blessing-chart/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/if-then-chart/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/go-to-the-ant-chart/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/brother-offended-checklist/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/the-put-on-chart/
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Composition 
 

Composition begins with copywork and moves into narration/copywork.  I 

also like to use dictation to teach composition.  All three of these activities 

can take place before formal writing instruction begins.   

 

Copywork comes from any well written piece.  I used books my children 

were reading.  In the beginning, they simply copied a sentence.  Over time, 

they copied a paragraph and longer passages.   

 

Narration can also be a basis for 

teaching composition.  Allow your child 

to narrate what was read. You write it 

down correctly so your child can copy it 

the following day.  Continue to let them 

copy, from the book itself or from a 

narration that they orally told you. 

 

As my children learn punctuation and capitalization rules, I dictated 

sentences & passages from books they read.  This was a simple way for me 

to see if they could write sentences & paragraphs correctly.  It also let me 

see what words they needed on their spelling lists. 

 

If you go through narration and composition like this and by the time they’re 

nine, and let’s say we started at five or six, they will have had three years of 

narrating back to you great books. They will have a daily diet of great books. 

I mean, that’s so valuable to your kids. 

 

As the object of every writer is to explain himself in his own book, the 

child and author must be trusted together without the intervention of 

the middle man. What his author does not tell him, he must go without 

knowing for the present. No explanation will really help him. And 

explanations of words and phrases spoil the text and should not be 

attempted unless children ask, “What does so-and-so mean?” when 

other children in the class will probably tell them. 

For the Children’s Sake, by Macaulay, 1984   p. 27 

Towards a Philosophy of Education   p. 191-192 

 

Composition: 
 

1. Copywork 
2. Narration/Copywork 
3. Dictation 

http://amzn.to/140jMKv
http://amzn.to/12Psz7M
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Does Mom need to be telling the children everything that’s written in 

between the lines? No. I think moms want to explain it in so much detail that 

you lose that interaction between child and author.  

 

Let your children interact with the author as they listen to the story.  When 

they narrate back, they are sharing what they gained from the author.  It 

might be different from what mom heard.  That’s okay.  Everyone’s 

narration may be slightly different.   

 

All of this really starts with listening. A fun way to develop listening skills is 

with  audio books in the car or having Dad read at night.  Sometimes you 

might want to discuss immediately after reading aloud. Other times, you 

may want to let everyone enjoy the book on their own.   

 

What Passages Should I Choose for  
Copywork, Narration, Dictation? 
 

Use what your passages of interest or a book your child is reading at the 

time. Find time periods or books they would enjoy. Let their writing 

assignments be based on their interests.  

 

Eventually in high school they may need to study topics where they have 

little interest. Until then, teach writing – copywork, narration, dictation, 

essays – using topics of interest.  Your child will do a much better job in 

writing if he is interested in the topic. 

 

 



Approaches to Christian Homeschooling   By: Kerry Beck 
Page | 98 

Teaching Writing 
 

Eventually, you’ll want to teach your 

children how to write.  As you probably 

know, my favorite resources are anything 

published by Excellence in Writing (IEW).  

 

IEW surveyed students to find out why they don’t like writing.  Their 

number one reason was they don’t know what to write about. So, they tell 

the student what the topic will be. Not much brainstorming. 

 

Too often writing curricula spends more time brainstorming what to write 

about than helping students improve their writing.  IEW is just the opposite.  

They teach strategies to help students write better. 

 

 
A Note to Moms who Teach Writing 
 

Remember to give grace as your child learns to write.  How did you like it 

when you received a paper back that bled red?  Not much fun for you. Not 

much fun for your children. 

 

Your children don’t have as much 

experience with language as you have.  

You have over 30 years talking and 

writing. They have 7 or 8 years 

experience talking & writing.  Give 

them grace. 

 

When teaching composition, spend 

time on the aspect of “writing”.  Teach 

spelling, punctuation and grammar at 

another time.  

 

 

Give grace as your 
child learns to write… 

“You” have over 30 
years of talking and 
writing experience. 

“They” only have 7 or 8 
years writing 
experience. 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/homeschool-language-arts/
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Does Your Child Have an Editor? 
 

I would remind you that all authors and writers have an editor. An editor 

corrects their writing.  

 

Who is your child’s editor?  

 

Mom.  

 

Mom is the editor. It’s okay to 

edit.  

 

What’s the difference between 

and editor and mom?  

 

An editor gives your writing 

back WITHOUT a lecture.  Give 

grace to your kids.  When you 

lecture them after you correct 

their paper, your children 

develop a bad attitude towards 

writing.  Just a thought to 

consider.  

 
Letter Writing 
 

Finally, writing letters is a fun way for kids to learn writing. If you have a 

Compassion child that you’ve adopted, let your children practice writing by 

writing letters to that child.  

 

When we adopted our first child through Compassion, my kids took turns 

writing to Sergio.  If you are unfamiliar with Compassion, you can read 

more about it here:  http://Compassion.com  

 

http://compassion.com/
http://compassion.com/
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Language Arts 
 

Foreign Language 
 

Charlotte Mason believes children should learn foreign languages. This 

would begin with Latin & Greek.  As they study the language, they will also 

learn about history and culture of Greece and Rome.  It’s very important that 

students learn the spoken language before the written language. The fluency 

of the spoken language will help your kids understand the parts of the 

written language, such as grammar. 

Grammar 
 

Our family didn’t do a lot of formal grammar.  If they wrote something and 

read it out loud, they could tell whether it was right or wrong.  They heard 

good language read out loud to them over and over and over again as we 

read literature. They actually heard good grammar before they wrote it.   I 

bet this is true for most adults. 

 

Having said that, we studied grammar in an informal way.  The first year we 

homeschooled, I planned to do Abeka grammar.  When I was at the 

homeschool convention, I didn’t even think about grammar, since I would 

have to order it from Abeka.   

 

On Friday night, I reviewed a lot of the materials I picked up. I 

became very curious about a book called Simply Grammar.  I 

decided to spend some time on Saturday delving into this book.  

What I discovered was a real-life way of teaching grammar.  I 

bought Simply Grammar and never looked back; Never bought 

a formal grammar program for each year.  The only other 

resource we used to review grammar was Daily Grams, a 5 

minute review at the beginning of each day. 

 

What makes Simply Grammar different from  

Abeka or other formal grammar programs? 

 

Simply Grammar follows a Charlotte Mason approach to teaching grammar.  

It teaches a concept, such as direct objects.  The exercises have students 

finding direct objects in the book they are reading.  It also has students 

creating sentences with direct objects.  No worksheets. No fill in the blanks. 

http://amzn.to/1aUUWlU
http://amzn.to/1aUUWlU
http://amzn.to/11O9dxx
http://amzn.to/1aUUWlU
http://amzn.to/1aUUWlU
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No multiple choices.  Simply Grammar ties grammar to real books and real 

writings. 

 

Grammar should start at an older age, about 10 years old. This gives your 

children time to hear great literature for several years before analyzing it.   

 

If you want to teach grammar, the Charlotte Mason way, I recommend using 

real books, not a workbook.  Here’s how I did it when I wasn’t using Simply 

Grammar. Take a paragraph from a book your child loves. Type it up with 

few mistakes your child would recognize.  Ask your child to correct those 

mistakes.  

 

Doesn’t everyone like to correct others’ mistakes?   

 

 

Your child will enjoy finding those mistakes and practicing grammar at the 

same time. If you want to use this method, but don’t have time to type 

paragraphs for each child, you can use Fix-It! Grammar and Editing Made 

Easy with Classics. 

 

http://amzn.to/1aUUWlU
http://amzn.to/1aUUWlU
http://amzn.to/1aUUWlU
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/fix-it/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/fix-it/
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Fix-It! already has daily lessons prepared, based on classics.  Beginning in 

grades 3-6, Tom Sawyer is used as a basis to teach grammar.  Moving 

forward, the following classics are used: Frog Prince, or Just Desserts, The 

Little Mermaid, The King and the Discommodious Pea, and Sir Gawain & 

The Green Knight.  If you don’t want to copy the book, you can use the 

digital version to print lessons each week.  This is truly Charlotte Mason 

homeschool at its best.  

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/fix-it/
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Art 
 

Art gives us another way to look at man, as your kids develop a knowledge 

of man.  Begin by exposing your children to great works of art.  If you can’t 

visit a museum on a regular basis, use a good book series.  Come Look With 

Me series and Art for Children, by Raboff, are my favorites for younger 

students.  

 

Books 
 

There is no 

preparation when 

using either series. 

Simply open the 

book. Look at the art. 

Read & discuss.  

Come Look With Me 

provides questions you can 

ask your kids about the art, 

as well as some 

background information.  

Art for Children provides 

excellent pictures of art 

work, along with simple 

narration.  We usually read 

a page & discussed the art 

pieces in the book. 

 

It’s a great quiet activity 

after lunch or during family time (before reading aloud).  

 

Museums 
 

Houston is less than two hours from our home, so we frequented the 

different museums for kids. My children’s favorites were the Childrens’ 

Museum & the Health Museum.  My favorite was the Houston Museum of 

Fine Art. 

 

http://amzn.to/153hLRJ
http://amzn.to/153hLRJ
http://amzn.to/1b1UUI6
http://amzn.to/153hLRJ
http://amzn.to/1b1UUI6
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One time, the kids were excited about going to Houston.  Hunter didn’t 

know which museum we were going to visit. All he knew was a museum in 

Houston.  

 

We pulled in the parking lot and he’s says, “Oh, no, not this museum!” He 

thought we were going to the Health Museum where you climb through the 

body parts.  

 

We were visiting two exhibits, Monet & Impressionists and Star Wars. I told 

him he had to listen on the headset to three 

paintings in the Impressionists one, before he 

could go to the Star Wars exhibit.  

 

You might be thinking, “Gosh, your child didn’t 

even really like art! Why are you sharing this 

story?”  

 

Here’s the irony. Hunter was seven at the time. 

When he was seventeen, we were in London for a 

weekend conference. He was the only one that wanted to go to the National 

Gallery of Art in London.  We wandered around looking at paintings that he 

had been exposed to over time.  

 

My conclusion:  Kids can come full circle.  Don’t give up if they’re not 

interested in the younger years.  They can grow into it.  

 

Reproducing Art Masters 
 

Copywork works for writing. It also works for Art. 

 

Have your kids reproduce great works of art.  There are several resources to 

help you in reproducing some of the great works of art. A few you might 

consider are: Artistic Pursuits and Visual Manna. 

 

Kids can come  
full circle.  

Don’t give up if 
they’re not interested 
in the younger years. 
They can grow into it. 

http://amzn.to/11SONjo
http://amzn.to/12rEwOg
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Music 
 

Music also introduces us to man. One of our favorite resources was 

Classical Kids. We listened to those stories over and over again. So much 

so, that when I bought some CDs of famous classical musicians, my kids 

recognized it.  I popped the CD in the car player.  My kids said, “Oh, that’s 

Vivaldi.”  

 

They heard the Vivaldi Classical Kids story so much, that they recognized 

Vivaldi on their own. What a fun & easy way to learn about music. You’ll 

notice I’m not trying to make education a drudgery. I’m trying to make it fun 

and exciting. 

 

You might also have your child choose a musical instrument and take 

lessons.  Piano is the most common.  When taking piano, your child will 

learn to read music, as well. 

 

../../../../Downloads/03-Charlotte%20Mason_formatted.doc#classical
http://amzn.to/10pTxj3
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Knowledge of Universe 
 
This includes Science, Geography, Math, Physical Developments & 

Handicrafts. 

 

Science 
 

We’ve talked science as it relates to nature journals, 

going on nature walks, keeping a journal, and so 

forth.  With the study of nature, your children will 

develop the habit of observation, paying attention 

to what’s around you. When you find something on 

a nature walk, bring it home. Spend the next week 

studying it. This becomes a real life experiences. 

 

If you’re building a garden, use the garden as your 

science study.  Study the worms, the predators, the 

growth cycle, or photosynthesis.  If your plants 

aren’t growing, you’ve got problems.  Let your kids 

solve their gardening problems by finding a 

solution.  Again, this is real life schooling.   

 

 

Geography 
 

As you travel, allow your children to read the maps to discover where you 

are, where you are going, what is nearby.  If your friends are taking a trip, 

look at a map to see where they are going.   

 

If you’re taking a summer vacation at the beach, enjoy learning about the 

ocean.  Look at the geography of the ocean, as well as science of the beach 

& ocean. If you are headed to a different climate, discover more about the 

terrain, weather, and geography. 

 

One series that is excellent for exposing your children to different parts of 

geography is the Holling C. Hollings series.  You will read Paddle to the 

Sea, Minn of the Mississippi, Seabird and Tree in the Trail.  As you read the 

books, plot the path taken by the characters. Plus when you travel, just get a 

map and let them learn that way as well.  

http://amzn.to/130JJyq
http://amzn.to/130JJyq
http://amzn.to/17q8gMR
http://amzn.to/11SPA40
http://amzn.to/17q8iUM
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Mathematics 
 

It’s important to relate mathematics to everyday life. When kids see their 

moms, dads and other adults applying math in everyday life, they start to see 

how math is part of the universe, part of the real world. 

 

Math is one of those subject areas where you need to consider the 

importance of mastery.  As a homeschooler, you have the freedom to work 

with your children until they master a particular topic in math.  This is 

essential for children to be successful in math, since math builds on previous 

concepts.  Be sure you don’t get caught up in the checklist mentality - 

checking off all the boxes so you finish your math curriculum each year but 

mastery isn’t achieved. It’s most important that your children master math 

concepts. 

 

We’ve discussed teaching math in detail in the Classical Education section. 

For more information, refer back to that section.  

 

Physical Development 
 

Too often, homeschoolers center on academic subjects. Kids need a well-

rounded education.  Charlotte Mason believed physical activity & crafts 

helped round out a child’s education. 

 

At first, your child can be involved in 

physical development simply by playing 

outside in the afternoons.  Climbing trees, 

building forts, shooting hoops are all ways 

your kids can grow physically.  

 

More formal activities abound.  Be sure that 

you don’t over-commit to outside activities.  

In our family, each child could choose 1 or 2 outside activities each year. 

 

Sports 
 

Sports was one of our family favorite. Allow your child to try several 

different sports if he is so inclined.  Having said that, I am not 
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recommending several sports at one time.  Let your child choose 1 or 2 

sports each year to enjoy.  As he grows up, he’ll know which ones he likes 

most.  Personally, I recommend avoiding traveling teams until the later teen 

years.  Instead of traveling to competitions, use your weekends to enjoy your 

family together.  

 

If your child isn’t interested in sports, look for other physical activities.  This 

might include a PE class for homeschoolers.  Or, maybe you have a Boy 

Scouts or Girl Scouts troop that hikes & camps.   

 

These activities encourage interaction with other kids.  It’s a great place to 

learn social skills as your children are growing physically. 

 

Handicrafts & Life Skills 
 

My middle daughter told me she was bringing her kids to my house to do 

crafts.  She had lots of fun doing crafts as she grew up. I guess she thinks her 

kids would enjoy them, also. 

 

What kind of crafts can your kids do? 

 

 Stamping 

 Quilting  

 Sewing 

 Handwork 

 Drawing 

 Scrapbooking 

 Photography 

 Watercolors 

 Beading 

 Calligraphy 

 Candle Making 

 Ceramics 

 Knitting 

 Crocheting 

 Gardening 

 Oil or Acrylic Painting 

 Weaving 
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 Videography 

 

This is just a sampling of crafts your children can try throughout their 

homeschool years. 

 

Steve taught several life skills classes while our kids were homeschooling.  

First of all, he taught parents the importance of teaching life skills.  Next, he 

taught life skills classes.  Once his group built a play house for a homeschool 

family.  Another time, his group built book shelves.  Hunter participated in 

all his life skill classes.  We still have the tool belt from the play house class 

and the book shelf from his carpentry class. 

 

What other life skills might your kids learn? 

 

 Carpentry 

 Auto Repair 

 Baking 

 Cooking 

 Canning 

 CPR 

 Setting & Clearing the Table 

 Mowing the Lawn 

 Sweeping & Mopping 

 Laundry (My friends were surprised to learn that Hunter had laundry 

duty in our home) 

 Changing a Light Bulb 

 Plumbing 

 Weeding (My kids know this one, very well) 

 Raking 

 Painting a Room 

 Washing Dishes 

 Welding 

 Emptying Trash 

 Driving a Car 

 

These lists should give you some ideas on where to begin with your own 

kids. 
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Resources for Charlotte Mason Homeschool 
 

For the Children’s Sake, by Susan Schaeffer Macaulay  
One of my favorite quick overviews  

Ambleside Online - http://amblesideonline.org/ 

 

 
Charlotte Mason Approach Pinterest Board:  

http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/approaches-

charlotte-mason/ 

General Homeschool Board: http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool 

 
Living Books 
The Read Aloud Handbook, by Jim Trelease  

Honey for a Child’s Heart, by Gladys Hunt  

Best Books of All Times, by Gentry Beck 
My daughter wrote this book in high school, as a semester project. 

She compiled a list of books that she enjoyed as a homeschooler 

and put them in chro nological format. To this day, Gentry enjoys 

reading. When she moved to Houston, she called to tell me she got 

a library card and had several books to read. She is a voracious 

reader, so this fit her perfectly. 

Brightest Heaven of Invention: A Christian Guide to Six 

Shakespeare Plays, by Peter Leithart 
I used this while we were reading Shakespeare. All of Dr. 

Leithart’s guides are excellent.  A great supplement to your living books study.  

Tales from Shakespeare, by Charles & Mary Lamb  

Heroes of the City of Man: A Christian Guide to 

Select Ancient Literature, by Peter Leithart 

Miniatures & Morals: The Christian Novels of Jane 

Austen, ~by Peter Leithart 

Henty Novels: http://henty.com 

 

Poetry – Family Favorites 
Favorite Poems Old and New: Selected for Boys & 

Girls, by Helen Tibbits 

A Light in the Attic, by Shel Silverstein 

Where the Sidewalk Ends, by Shel Silverstein  

The Harp & Laurel Wreath: Poetry & Dictation for the Classical 

Curriculum,~by Laura Berquist  

http://amzn.to/140jMKv
http://amblesideonline.org/
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/approaches-charlotte-mason/
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/approaches-charlotte-mason/
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool
http://amzn.to/18400EV
http://amzn.to/11vosHP
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/best-books-of-all-times/
http://amzn.to/11OeJA7
http://amzn.to/11OeJA7
http://amzn.to/124VHRI
http://amzn.to/12vECQC
http://amzn.to/12vECQC
http://amzn.to/10pW6Bz
http://amzn.to/10pW6Bz
http://henty.com/
http://amzn.to/11OfdGE
http://amzn.to/11OfdGE
http://amzn.to/12lsulg
http://amzn.to/18bA3DB
http://amzn.to/10gCkZ8
http://amzn.to/10gCkZ8
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Linguistic Development through Poetry Memorization, by Andrew Pudewa 
Poetry has a different rhythm than prose. This resource helps your children from 5 to 

18 memorize poetry  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Language Arts 
Simply Grammar: An Illustrated Primer, by Karen Andreola 

Takes grammar and gets rid of the dullness of a workbook. In place of a 

workbook, it uses real books. Meshes living books with grammar. 

Excellence in Writing Resources  

Following Narnia Writing Lessons – Writing lessons based on living 

books 

Geography Based Writing Lessons  – Writing lessons based on living 

books 

Fix-It! Grammar & Editing Made Easy with Classics 
Uses classics such as Tom Sawyer and Sir Gawain to teach grammar and editing. 

 

Character & Habits 
Doorpost Publishing 

One of my favorite resources for teaching Godly character, habits & 

morals.  

For the Instructions in Righteousness, by Pam Forster 
Manual categorized by sins.  For each sin (chapter), you will find 

consequences of sinning and the blessings of not sinning, object lessons, 

memory verses & Bible stories to illustrate the sin & the virtue.   

The Blessing Chart 

If-Then ChartThe Brother Offended Chart 

Go to the Ant Chart 

Put On Chart  
All charts will help mom build good habits, routines & character in 

their kids.  

Complete Set of Small Charts 
Small charts are the 8.5 x 11 versions on the bigger charts. 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/linguistic-development-through-poetry-memorization/
http://amzn.to/1aUUWlU
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/homeschool-language-arts/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/following-narnia-writing-lessons-in-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/writing-across-the-curriculum-using-geography-based-writing-lessons/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/fix-it/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/for-instruction-in-righteousness/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/blessing-chart/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/if-then-chart/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/if-then-chart/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/go-to-the-ant-chart/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/the-put-on-chart/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/bible-family-resources/child-rearing-reward-charts-for-children/
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A Checklist for Parents 
Nice checklist for you to see what you need to be going through with your kids from 

a scriptural standpoint.  

 

Science 
Keeping A Nature Journal, by Claire Walker Leslie  

Takes you step-by-step on how you can keep a nature journal  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Classical Kids CDs 
 Beethoven Lives Upstairs  
 Classical Kids Christmas 

 Daydreams & Lullabies  
 Hallelujah Handel 

 Mozart’s Magic Fantasy 

 Mozart’s Magnificent Voyage 

 Mr. Bach Comes to Call 

 Song of the Unicorn 

 Tchaikovsky Discovers America  
Vivaldi’s Ring of Mystery  

 

 

http://amzn.to/12rQw2t
http://amzn.to/17q7j7h
http://amzn.to/15X5oUn
http://amzn.to/119hj5h
http://amzn.to/16J8cqo
http://amzn.to/19NFjLC
http://amzn.to/1cGfyMN
http://amzn.to/11TtYI7
http://amzn.to/12APbly
http://amzn.to/128WBfV
http://amzn.to/14HWU49
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Homework: 
 

What do you like about the Charlotte Mason Approach that you could use in 

your homeschool? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review your goals for each of your children or for your family as a whole.  

 

 

 

 

Which of your goals might be met with a Charlotte Mason homeschool? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List the activities you will use in your homeschool to implement a Charlotte 

Mason homeschool. 

 

 



Approaches to Christian Homeschooling   By: Kerry Beck 
Page | 114 

Questions: Charlotte Mason Approach 
to Christian Homeschooling 

 

What age do you start reading Shakespeare unabridged? 

 

Depending on which Shakespeare play I was reading, I usually 

recommend third or fourth grade. We read The Taming of the Shrew at an 

early age, but I would stick to the more lighthearted ones, the comedies.  

Save the dramatic tragedies for older students. 

 

Who is the author of Keeping a Nature Journal? 

Claire Walker Leslie 

 

You mentioned Henty books? Can you suggest a few to start with our 

family? 

 

His name is G.A. Henty. He was a 19th century author of boys adventure 

fiction, set in different time periods. The first Henty book we read was 

The Cat of Bubastes, set during ancient Egypt. This continues to be a 

family favorite. 

 

The next one we read was For The Temple,  set during fall of the 

Jerusalem temple. Others we enjoyed include With Lee in Virginia, set 

during the War Between the States, In Freedom’s Cause, With Wolfe in 

Canada, Winning His Spurs and In the Reign of Terror.  

 

Our family loved Henty books and Little Britches books.  Those are most 

of the books that Steve read at night time because he likes them as well.  

 

Where can I find the list of suggested books you mention? 
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/top-10-favorite-read-alouds-from-homeschool-grads/ 

 

The rest of were ones that I just jotted down, For the Children’s Sake, 

that I knew our family likes.  

 

Best Books of All Times will include all of our favorite books as well.  

 

You might look under Kindle for some of the Henty books as well. 

 

http://amzn.to/1cfjEvj
http://amzn.to/12rQw2t
http://amzn.to/19lSFSF
http://amzn.to/10oejfn
http://amzn.to/12ly5bg
http://amzn.to/14kzYcB
http://amzn.to/19NHnmL
http://amzn.to/19NHnmL
http://amzn.to/14HLqOn
http://amzn.to/14kAc3z
http://amzn.to/19lLVnO
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/top-10-favorite-read-alouds-from-homeschool-grads/
http://amzn.to/140jMKv
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/best-books-of-all-times/
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Unit Study Approach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If a child can’t learn the way we teach, 
maybe we should teach the way they 
learn. 
 

~ Ignacio Estrada ~ 
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Unit Studies Approach  
 
First, let’s start with what a unit study is.  Basically, it is a thematic study of 

a topic that integrates all the subject areas you normally teach in your 

homeschool. 

 

For instance, maybe your theme is gardening.  You would choose science, 

history, writing, language arts and reading 

centered on the theme of gardening. Take your 

topic and live with it for a time period. I really 

like that way that sounds, really we’re living 

with a specific topic for a time period during 

our homeschool. Since all subjects integrated, 

kids get the big picture.  

 

This is the normal way that we learn things. As 

adults, if we have an interest in a topic, we 

look at it from several different perspectives, learning all we can. So I think 

this is real normal for us to teach our kids with unit studies. Unit studies 

relate to real life, which is real similar to Charlotte Mason.  

 

Real Life Learning 
 

If you are studying gardening, you can relate it to real life.  The vegetables 

you grow will be eaten at your next meal. Or the flowers you grow are used 

to make a centerpiece for your table.   

 

Maybe your kids are interested in knights and armor. How will you relate 

that to real life?  As you study knights, you learn their honor code inspired 

the Boy Scout Law.  General Baden-Powell drew from the knights Code of 

Conduct as he wrote the Scout Law. These are virtues that we should have in 

our own lives. Thus, knights can be relate to your kids today.   

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Study: 
thematic study of a 

topic that integrates all 
the subject areas you 
normally teach in your 

homeschool. 
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A Reason Why Learning 
 

Earlier this week I was talking to moms of  kids who struggle with reading.  

Sometimes that struggle occurs when textbooks are used; dull, dry 

textbooks.  Other times, moms are requiring their children to read specific 

books that are not interesting.  

 

I had one mom say her son couldn’t read at the age of 10 . . .  until he 

discovered Harry Potter.  When a child is interested, he will figure out a way 

to succeed in reading, or any subject for that matter.   

 

Kids get excited about learning when they have a reason to learn or it relates 

to real life. 

 

 

A Scout Is… 

 

Trustworthy 

Loyal 

Helpful 

Friendly 

Courteous 

Kind 

Obedient 

Cheerful 

Thrifty 

Brave 

Clean 

Reverent 
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Why Use Unit Studies? 
 

Gives a Break 
 

Unit studies offer a break from the 

doldrums. If you are using a textbook 

approach, you could take a break 

every once in a while and do a unit 

study. Or maybe it’s the middle of the 

school year and you’d like  something 

fresh and new.  Or maybe you school 

year round and need a little break in 

the middle of the summer. Unit studies 

give us a breather from everything else 

that’s going on. 

 

 

How Life Fits Together 
 

It’s important that your children see how life fits together.  This usually 

motivates us and our kids to learn.  When you do a unit study about the 

Pioneers, you will study history, culture, education, math, science, art, 

handicrafts and much more.  You gain an appreciation of life 100 years ago. 

Instead of learning about dates & dead people, your children experience life 

during the pioneer times.  It makes more sense. 

 

Fills A Hole 
 

You may be studying a specific curriculum and realize there’s a hole that 

needs to be filled.  Let’s say your chapter on astronomy does not cover 

Black Holes. Black Holes are important or interesting to you.  Take a break 

from your science curriculum and study black holes. Use that time to do a 

Black Hole unit study.  This can be true about any subject area. Watch for 

times to fill the gap in a specific curriculum. 

 

Study Your Family Interests 
 

I really like unit studies because it allows families to study what they’re 

interested in. You’re not cramming a bunch of information down your kids’ 

Why Use Unit Studies? 

 

 Gives a Break 

 Shows How Life Fits Together 

 Fills A Hole 

 Studies Your Family’s Interests 

 Students Retain More 

 Simplifies Teaching of Multiple 

Children 
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throats.  Pick and choose topics from your family interests. If you have 

multiple kids, then rotate the topics that you actually study.  Let each family 

member take a turn choosing the unit study topic.  This will encourage a 

love of learning, as they study their own interests. 

 

Retain More  
 

Retaining what you learn is one of the most important reasons to use unit 

studies.  Studies show that kids using unit studies retain 45% more than 

traditional approaches to homeschooling.  To retain 45% more, your 

children get involved in their studies.  What they learn in the process 

becomes part of them. 

 

Simplifies Teaching of Multiple Children 
 

If you have more than one child, unit studies can simplify teaching to 

multiple kids. Let’s say you are doing the textbook approach and you had 

three kids. You have three kids times seven subjects every day.  That means 

you have 21 lesson preps for every single day. That’s a lot of preparation. 

 

If you have all different textbooks for each child, you may have one child 

studying Ancient Rome history, the other one studying early America, and 

others doing a study in China.  On top of history, you have three different 

sciences and all different maths. Unit studies simplifies your life and helps 

focus on one particular area of study. With unit studies, your entire family 

will all be focused on the same topic. 

 

Drawbacks 
 

One of the drawbacks is the time to get started with a unit. I know you are 

very busy cooking, cleaning, chauffeuring.   

 

For some reason my family still wants to eat three meals a day! Can you 

believe it? 

 

You still have other responsibilities in your home.  Unit studies might take 

more time to get started. But in the end, you should evaluate what kind of 

education receives with unit studies. If it’s superb to other methods, it is well 

worth your time. 
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How to Create Your Own Unit Studies 
 

As we discuss creating unit studies, I’d like to give a quick overview, 

followed by many examples to inspire you. 

 

Keep a running list of topics 

that interest your family.  

Alternate topics so that all 

your kids get to study 

something they truly enjoy. 

 

Once you choose a topic for 

your unit study, start looking 

for resources that your family 

can read to learn more about 

the chosen topic.  Look at 

your local library, discount 

book stores, online, or blogs. 

I choose a book we can read 

aloud together.  This helps tie 

all the ages together as we 

discuss that book. 

 

From there, I try to find a book for each child to read on his level. 

 

In planning your unit, you might go to a coffee shop and spend all morning 

planning your unit. Now, that would depend on parent number two taking 

care of the kids while you’re off at the coffee shop.  If you take this route, 

you would have enjoy some alone time…I mean lots of time preparing.  

 

Or you can let your kids become involved in your unit. Let them help you 

find resources. If you have older children, they might plan a unit for their 

younger siblings.  So many ways to plan your unit. Choose what works best 

for you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Who plans units? 
 

You 
Your older kids 
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Depending on the ages of your kids, have 

them write about their book. 

 

 Young Kids -  Let them narrate what 

they read.  Mom types out the 

narration.  The next day have your 

child copy his narration. 

 Middle-Aged Kids -  Write narration 

themselves. 

 Older Kids – Journal “about’ their 

readings.  Write their thoughts about 

their readings. 

 

 

Find other activities for subject areas.  I’ve listed some general ideas below. 

 

Language – Copy a paragraph (or sentence) from the book your child is 

reading. Make a few mistakes as you copy from the book. Let your child 

correct the mistakes. 

 

Vocabulary – Have each child learn 2-3 new words related to the topic.  

Then have the students include their new words in their writings. 

 

History – Research the history of that topic (use variety of topics). Watch a 

video about the historical aspects of the topic. 

 

Science – Find a few science experiments that relate to your topic.  Not sure 

what to do?  Use Pinterest. 

 

Math – Create 5-10 word problems about the chosen topic. 

 

Art – Draw, paint or sculpture about that topic. 

 

Writing – Write a story related to the topic. 

 

Bible – Research what God says about the topic. Or discuss the Biblical 

perspective of the topic. 

 

http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/


Approaches to Christian Homeschooling   By: Kerry Beck 
Page | 122 

Research – Find a project at your child’s level for him to present to your 

family.  This might include a research paper, craft project, art project, poem, 

story, science project, etc. 

As you choose activities, remember to include a variety of activities. Some 

of your activities might be very active. Others may be reading or discussing 

or writing.  

 

Pre-Conceived Ideas of Topics 
 

Sometimes you need to get away from preconceived ideas of a particular 

topic. For instance, when you study water, you often think that’s just a 

science topic. But there are so many other ways to study water. Let’s look at 

a few.   

 

 Study water with chemistry 

 Study art by looking at a waterfall 

 Study history by reading about the Red Sea 

 Study economics by looking at your water bill 

 Study theology by looking at baptism 

 Study language arts by looking at phrases like babbling brook, which 

is a metaphor 

 Study geography by looking at the bodies of water and their locations  

 

You need to think outside the box and not just focus on the first activities 

that come to mind.  

 

Projects 
 

In addition to specific subject areas, you 

might pick a project that encompasses the 

entire unit.  This can be done in two ways.  

Choose project for each child to complete.  

Choose a family project that you work on 

together. 

 

If you choose a family project, remember you will have sweet family 

memories of learning together.  
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At this moment, one of the best places to find prospective projects is 

Pinterest. I know you can get lost spending an hour on Pinterest & forget 

what topic you are studying. I do not recommend that.  How can you use 

Pinterest without wasting too much time away from your kids?  Let’s look 

for ocean projects 

 

Put a timer on for ten minutes.  Make an Oceans Board.  

Only look for ocean projects. Force yourself not to pin 

other items.  You will not be able to see every project 

related to oceans on Pinterest. Pin every project you find 

on oceans. Don’t evaluate if it’s good or not. Just pin it.  

 

When the timer goes off, open up the Oceans Board.  

Set the timer for 10 more minutes.  Choose a family 

project or a project for each child.  When the timer goes 

off, you must make a decision.  If you follow this 

strategy, you’ll have your projects chosen from Pinterest 

in 20 minutes. Not bad, considering all the time that is 

wasted on Pinterest. 

 

If you want some fun activities with food, check 

out my Edible Homeschool board on pinterest: 

http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/edible-

homeschool/  

 

 
Same Topic, Different Ages 
 

As you study your topic, remember that older 

children will delve into their studies on a deeper 

level.  For instance, you are studying animal 

classification.  Each child could work on their own classifications.   Younger 

children would classify animals as a bird, a mammal, or an insect. Older 

children classify them as arachnids or crustaceans. Same activity, same 

project, different levels. 

 

Finally, if you have a wide variety of ages in your family, I’d encourage you 

to let your older kids plan the unit. Imagine the real life skills they will 

acquire in planning & implementing their own unit.   

http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/edible-homeschool/
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/edible-homeschool/
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Planning a unit study gives them a lot of leadership practice.  They must 

learn how to make decisions, how to guide their younger siblings, how to get 

their siblings to follow their lead in activities. They lead the younger kids 

through the various activities in the unit study. What a great way we can 

have our families work together. 

 

 
Unit Study #1: Sign Language 
 

I was reading an article by Valerie Bendt, author of Unit Studies Made Easy.  

Her example was a topic in which she was interested. First, she picks a 

biography for their read-aloud.  This helps history come alive. 

 

Since she was studying sign language, she found a biography of Thomas 

Hopkins Gallaudet, Friend of the Deaf. He was the founder of deaf 

education in America.  

 

Next they read The Story of My Life by 

Helen Keller. At the time they found out 

that Helen’s father was a captain during 

the Civil War, so they drew some parallels 

between Gallaudet and her father. Both of 

these biographies gave a historical 

perspective of sign language. As they 

were reading about these peoples’ lives, 

her family began learning sign languages 

with videos and books. 

 

Next, they were introduced to Alexander Graham Bell. We all think of him 

with the telephone but they discovered he had a big impact on Helen 

Keller’s education. They didn’t spend a lot of time on Dr. Bell, but they 

focused on his studies as it related to hearing, the ear and sound. This was a 

springboard for their science studies. 

 

As they learned the sign language alphabet, the kids drew pictures of their 

hand for different letters.  Now, they were learning about anatomy in their 

art lessons.  

 

http://amzn.to/13gK0ia
http://amzn.to/1atSgNB
http://amzn.to/10tXzH3
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For spelling, vocabulary, punctuation, grammar, and other language arts, she 

used copy work and dictation from the biographies mentioned. Some of her 

girls made books about sign language, which became a creative writing and 

art activity. 

 

In the Bible, they looked up verses related to hearing and the ear.  You’ve 

heard some of these. 

 

…let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath… 

~James 1:19 

 

They compared the Bible verses about the ear to those about the tongue.  As 

they read Bible stories, they pantomimed the stories. 

 

To conclude their unit study, they took a trip to the park.  Mrs. Bendt 

pretended to be a deaf person.  When her kids called her, she couldn’t hear. 

They had to get her attention some other way, by possibly tapping her on the 

shoulder. This required good observation and thinking skills.  

 

Since they lived close to Tuscumbia, 

Alabama, they visited Helen Keller’s 

home and watched an outdoor play called 

The Miracle Worker.  This brought in 

drama and geography.  

 

If you weren’t able to do attend the play or 

visit Keller’s birthplace, you could watch 

the movie, The Miracle Worker.  

 

 Did the Bendt family learn much about sign language? 

 Did they use their study skills? 

 Did they learn about a wide variety of subject areas? 

 

Hopefully this example provides motivation to create your own unit study.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://amzn.to/12AV5mN
http://amzn.to/10tXJOT


Approaches to Christian Homeschooling   By: Kerry Beck 
Page | 126 

 

Unit Study #2: Ancient Egypt 
 

What about following your kids’ interests? 

 

By all means. Follow your children’s interests.  If you have many children, 

let them take turns choosing the topic.   I say follow your kids’ lead.  

 

If your child is trying to learn 

hieroglyphics, get started in an Ancient 

Egypt unit study. Find a great book to 

read, such as Mara, Daughter of the Nile, 

The Golden Goblet or The Cat of 

Bubastes. All of these books will absorb 

your children into the culture of Ancient 

Egypt. They will feel like they lived 

during Ancient Egypt. 

 

From here, have your children write a story about life in Ancient Egypt.  

Model it from the one you are reading aloud.  Create some math problems 

using Egyptian items.  

 

Discover how Egyptians mummified a person.  We made a chicken mummy 

one out of a whole chicken. My kids thought I was crazy when we started 

this project.  It was so much fun.  For weeks, this chicken sat in our pantry.   

Although they teased about the chicken mummy, they sure learned about 

mummification. 

 

As you study the geography of Egypt, 

ask your children to find Upper and 

Lower Egypt.  Is it where they expected 

it to be 

 

Find art projects that imitate Egyptian 

art.  Practice writing in  hieroglyphics 

and translating into English.  Draw-Build-Act-Design-Create! Another time, 

Hunter made a sugar cube pyramid, complete with a tunnel to the royal 

tomb.   

 

http://amzn.to/12lyY3x
http://amzn.to/12AV8Pe
http://amzn.to/119pPkP
http://amzn.to/119pPkP


Approaches to Christian Homeschooling   By: Kerry Beck 
Page | 127 

See if you can find some Egypt music, possibly at your local library.  Or, 

look online for Egyptian music. Read books about the history & culture of 

ancient Egypt. Make a lapbook or notebook about your findings. Tie in 

physical education by playing games kids of ancient Egypt played.  

 
 
Unit Study #3: Space 
 

Many years ago, we studied astronomy & space with a unit study approach.  

Here’s what we did. 

 

Read Aloud Book -  Destination Moon: The Spiritual and Scientific Voyage 

of the Eighth Man to Walk on the Moon, by James Irwin - A true story 

written when Irwin walked on the moon.  

 

Independent Reading - We found reading 

books for each of the kids from the library 

that they could read on their own level.  

 

Grammar - I made worksheets based on the 

books they were reading. I took a paragraph 

from their reading book. Copied & typed it 

on the computer.  I made grammatical 

mistakes, so each child had corrections to 

make.  

 

History - Along Came Galileo, by Jeanne Bendick  - We may have read this 

out loud, too. It’s a biography where we learned all about 

his life and his experiments.   We copied some of 

Galileo’s science experiments 

 

Bible - Copy verses mentioning constellations. Discuss 

the meaning of those verses. 

 

Field Trip - Visit the planetarium.  Stargazing.  One 

night we went out to a friend’s place in the country to 

star gaze.  It was amazing the constellations we saw.  A 

telescope is nice, but not necessary.   

 

http://amzn.to/17xT93U
http://amzn.to/17xT93U
http://amzn.to/1b1cc9j
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Project - Create a model of the solar system. Or a model of the moon 

rotating around the earth.   Discover the axis of the earth & the moon. 

 

 

Unit Study #4: Baseball 
 

Another unit we did was a baseball unit.  This was more of a mini-unit, 

meshed into our regular studies.   

 

Independent Reading – Hunter read a Derek Jeter biography on his reading 

level. 

 

Writing - He wrote the story of Derek Jeter using 

Teaching Writing: Structure & Style from Institute for 

Excellent in Writing.  We may have used the unit on 

storytelling or the unit on research.  Either way, he wrote 

a five-paragraph paper about Derek Jeter. 

 

Grammar - I pulled some worksheets together from the 

Derek Jeter biography.   

 

History – Research the history of baseball and write a 

paragraph summarizing your findings.  

 

Science – Lots of books you could use to study the science of baseball.  A 

few you might consider are Physics of Sports, Baseball: How It Works, or 

Baseball Science. As you study the science of baseball, you can find the 

velocity of the baseball, physics of hitting the bat or gravity as it relates to 

base stealing.  

 

Math - Math problems on the speed of pitches, 

averages averages or answer to the science 

problems you discover above. Go online to 

find the player’s batting averages and how it’s 

determined. 

 

Field Trip – Attend a MLB baseball game. If 

you don’t live in a town with major league 

baseball, hopefully you could find just a lower division baseball game to 

watch. What a fun family activity! 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
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If your kids aren’t excited about baseball but they like other sports, follow 

their lead. That’s what I like about unit studies. It helps mom not have a 

whole bunch of different topics in her brain that she’s trying to teach. Focus 

on one particular topic that everyone gets to study together. 

 

Choose wisely, so you encourage a love of learning in your kids. 
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Unit Studies Approach: Strengths 
 

1. All ages learn together.   

2. Family interests can be pursued – delve deeply or lightly 

3. More natural, real-life in studying a subject area.   

4. Students get the whole picture. 

5. Curiosity and independent thinking are generated. 

6. Knowledge is interrelated - learn easily and remember longer. 

7. Hands-on – Especially important for boys & tactile learners 

8. Retain more learning – 45% more than other methods of learning 

 

 

Unit Studies Approach: Weaknesses 
 

1. Easy to leave academic “gaps”.   

2. Record keeping may be difficult. 

3. Prepared unit study are sometimes expensive, but usually reusable. 

4. Teacher Burnout from too many activity-oriented units 

5. Takes more preparation time - resources and errands to the store or 

library. 
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Gaps in Learning 
 

 

Do you think if you follow one specific curriculum all the way through you 

would have any gaps in your child’s education? Yes. There is no perfect 

curriculum that covers everything your child needs to learn.   

 

You need to decide which gaps your kids will have.  

 

 Are they going to have a few academic gaps?  

 Are they going to have some character gaps because you’re so 

worried about completing the curriculum by the end of the year?  

 Are they going to have some spiritual gaps because you don’t take the 

time to weave Christ and the Bible into your unit studies? 

 

Just because you buy a Christian curriculum, doesn’t mean necessarily mean 

that Scripture is correctly integrated. It’s up to mom and dad, to weave 

Scripture into all areas of life. 

 

There will be gaps in your child’s education, you just need to accept it. You 

need to decide which gaps you can live with.  Pray and see where God’s 

leading you. Don’t worry about a few little holes here and there. 

 

 

 

There will be gaps in your 
child’s education,  

just accept it.  
You decide which gaps 

you can live with. 



Approaches to Christian Homeschooling   By: Kerry Beck 
Page | 132 

Let’s Create A Unit Together 
 

On our original workshop, we took this time to create a unit from scratch.  

Here’s a summary of what we created.   

 

Let’s choose a topic from one of our attendees.  The first one I’ve received is 

World War II. So let’s go with World War II. 

 

Choosing Good Books to Read 
 

I would start by choosing a read-aloud & books for my kids to read. There 

are some great WWII books by Bethlehem Books and Inheritance 

Publications.  

 

We enjoyed Winged Watchman and Enemy Brothers, 

by Bethlehem Books. 

 

I would look on those website & choose a read aloud. 

Both of these publishers have excellent historical 

fiction that my children loved.  As I look over their 

websites, I choose Scout: Secret of the Swamp, by 

Piet Prins, to read aloud.  All of Prins books are wonderful.  If you have a 

boy who doesn’t enjoy history, he might enjoy Piet Prins’ books.  Hunter 

didn’t like history, but he really enjoyed Prins’ books.  Here’s a remark from 

one of Inheritance’s customers. 

 

 

My 13yr old and 10yr old sons enjoyed the first 3 books 

immensely (Scout). I just read "Secret of the Swamp" for the 

3rd time to my 10yr old. He can't get enough of Scout. 

Thanks again, L.C. 

 

Bethlehem Books and Inheritance Publications are excellent 

for individual reading on your child’s level.  

 

If you want to read aloud a biography, I would choose a biography of 

General Patton or Winston Churchill.  Our favorite book about 

Churchill is Never Give In: The Extraordinary Character of Winston 

http://www.bethlehembooks.com/
http://www.inhpubl.net/
http://www.inhpubl.net/
http://amzn.to/1cGwUt5
http://amzn.to/119sfjp
http://amzn.to/1atVGzP
http://www.bethlehembooks.com/
http://www.inhpubl.net/
http://amzn.to/1b1dOQk
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Churchill (Leaders in Action Series) by Stephen Mansfield. I provides an 

overview of his life and then describes his leadership qualities with stories of 

his life. 

 

For girls, you might have them read the Molly series by 

American Girls.  American Girls are not my favorite books, 

but it will involve girls in WWII.  Number the Stars, is written 

on a third or fourth grade reading level and appropriate for 

girls to read 

 

Language Arts 
 

For language arts, I would choose from a variety of activities, depending on 

their age.  For younger ones, let them copy from their reading book. As they 

get older,  dictate sections of their reading book to them.  

 

All kids should be able to narrate back what you read aloud as a family.   

When they get to about 10 or older, have them write their narration a very 

nice journal. As they turn 14 or 15 years old, begin journaling “about” the 

book they read.  

 

Another writing activity is to make notes about what was read.  Put away the 

original and let your child tell back the story using his notes.  From there, he 

can write his narration in his own words, only using his notes.   

 

Teach older students how to write a book critiques. Not a book report, but a 

critique of the book they read.    

 

Vocabulary & Spelling 
 

I would pick some vocabulary words, one or two each day.  Have your 

children include their new vocabulary in their writing (copywork, narration 

or journaling). Use those words for spelling, as well.  

 

Math 
 

Create math problems based on one of the battles. Or make some appropriate 

math problems based on the people in a particular book. 

 

http://amzn.to/1b1dOQk
http://amzn.to/1cGywTr
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Science & History 
 

Study the science of flight and airplanes, as it relates to what kind of 

airplanes they had in WWII.  Have a paper airplane contest. 

 

Study the science of bombs, looking at the difference between the bombs on 

Japan and those on London. Discover how they worked.  

 

Take a virtual tour of the underground bunkers in 

London. Find out how they protected the 

Londoners.  http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/churchill-

war-rooms 

 

Study the physics and engineering they used to 

build the Churchill War Rooms.  This was one of 

our favorite stops in London. Everyone in the 

family enjoyed this spot.  

 

Geography 
 

For geography, locate all the major battles in World War II.  Or, play the 

World War II Game. We played this game as a family and learned the 

location of all the major battles.   

 

You take turns choosing a card, reading the name of 

the battle, and locating where it is on the map. What 

a fun way to learn geography. Your kids will be 

learning, without even knowing it. You can use any 

of these game to learn geography:  World War I, 

World War II, the Civil War, and the American 

Revolution are all map games. 

 

Art 
 

For art, choose a significant person in World War II and practice drawing 

portraits from photographs.  Find out what other arts or handicrafts are 

popular at that time and imitate them.  

 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/churchill-war-rooms
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/churchill-war-rooms
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/world-war-2-timeline-game/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/world-war-2-timeline-game/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/civil-war-timeline-game/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/revolutionary-war-timeline-game/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/revolutionary-war-timeline-game/
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Music & Physical Education 
 

Find music from the 1940s.  Learn popular dances for physical education. 

Or, see what game the kids in America played while their dads were fighting 

in World War II. You might also find out how the kids were helping here in 

America even though their dads were gone.  

 

Movie Night 
 

I would probably end with a movie night, choosing a movie about WWII. 

There are plenty from which to choose. Do a search on World War II movies 

and find one appropriate for your family. 

 

However long it took me to read my book is how long I would take on our 

unit.  This will also give your students time research & write their paper.   
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Hybrid Unit Studies 
 

Are you wondering if you can do unit studies all the time?  You’re talking 

my language because I couldn’t do unit studies all the time. How can you 

adapt unit studies to fit your family? 

 

We did something I call Hybrid Unit Studies.  

 

We kept our topics centered in a historical time period.  We studied history 

chronologically and tied in literature, art, music, language, writing, theology, 

philosophy, music, and geography.  That’s a mouthful! 

 

Having a time period to study helped me focus. How 

did we make it work? If we were studying the Middle 

Ages , here’s a glimpse into our homeschool. 

 

We read aloud  The Adventures of Robin Hood, by 

Howard Pyle.  Each of the kids read a book on their 

level. I found the books from the TruthQuest Guide: 

Middle Ages.  

 

We did a few art projects 

together over our months of study. We could listen 

to Gregorian chants in the car together.  

 

For language, the kids had a variety of writing 

assignments based on their abilities.  

 

We kept a wall timeline and each child kept a few maps in their history 

notebook.  

 

The main subjects we kept together were history & literature. From there, 

we added other subject areas as they fit into our studies.   

 

That’s a peek into how we homeschooled.   

 

Our topics 
centered on a 

Historical Time 

Period. 

http://amzn.to/19N4f9x
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/truthquest-history-middle-ages-homeschool-history-curriculum/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/truthquest-history-middle-ages-homeschool-history-curriculum/
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Grace Week 
 

Another adapted unit study is Grace Week. I heard about this the second 

year we homeschooled. A friend of mine attended a conference and brought 

back the idea of Grace Week. Here’s how it works.  

 

Homeschool three weeks, take a Grace Week. Homeschool three weeks, take 

a Grace Week. Homeschool three weeks, take a Grace Week.  

 

During your three weeks you do whatever you normally do in homeschool. 

During Grace Week, let each child choose a topic of interest. Spend the 

whole week studying that topic.   

 

As mom, you guide them in their studies. This is considered a child-centered 

unit. You help them find resources to read and a project to complete.  At the 

end of grace week, each child makes a presentation of what they learned.  

Your Grace Week project may be a book they’ve 

written, an oral report, a dramatization, an art 

project, or other type of craft. Invite anyone you 

like to your presentations: dad, grandma, 

grandpa, friends, family. 

 

One time, my daughter one time made an actual 

life-size teepee. We bought enough muslin to 

make a teepee. She painted the outside and lifted 

it with a wooden frame.  Do you 

think she remembers her week 

studying Indians?  You bet!  

 

Grace Week is fun and it gives everyone a break.  All 

homeschool moms need breaks. From what I’ve heard over 

the last week or two from tired homeschool moms, we all 

need breaks. Grace Week allows you to take that break and 

still keep homeschooling in an informal manner. 

 

The one objection I often get about Grace Week is, “I can’t take a break for 

a whole week.” Then choose one academic task your child will work on. 

Maybe they need to work on spelling 10 specific words that they’re 

During Grace 
Week, let each 
child choose a 

topic of interest. 
Spend the whole 

week studying 
the topic. 
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struggling with. Every day work on those 10 words.  The rest of the time let 

them work on their own topic of interest. 

 

Maybe they need help reading, so they read out loud to you every day for 15 

minutes. Maybe they need help with their times tables so they’re going to 

practice times tables every day. Choose one academic task for each child. 

Let them spend the rest of the week studying their own topic. 

 

 
Integrate Units into  

Classical or Charlotte Mason 
 

Finally, integrate unit studies with Classical or Charlotte Mason. I want you 

to see that non-traditional approaches to homeschooling are easy to 

integrate. If you are following a Classical or Charlotte Mason approach, it 

would be very easy to use these hybrid unit studies.  

 

The principles of Classical and Charlotte Mason homeschooling involve 

similar principles as the unit study.  All of these approaches strive to relate 

homeschooling to real life and use excellent books. Reading classics that last 

forever and ever.  
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Resources for Unit Studies Approach 
 

Free Activity Guides from How To Homeschool My Child 

 

Oreo Phases of the Moon --Moon Phases Activity Guide How to Teach 

Cell Pizza Model - Cell Activity Guide 

3D Model of a Cell with Jello w/ Cell Activity Guide 

Super Bowl Activity Guide & Printables 

Lucky Charms Graphing --St. Patrick's Day Activity Guide 

Top 10 Ways to Celebrate Cinco de Mayo (& How to make tortillas) 

Bean Plant Experiment for Kids - Spring Math/Science Activity Guide 

Easter Resurrection Rolls & Printable Lesson 

Easter Resurrection Eggs Printable 

66 Summer Fun Trip Ideas 

206 Summer Activities for Kids 

Apple Activity Guide 

Olympics Activity Guide 

Super Bowl Activity Guide & Printables 

 

Unit Studies Made Easy by Valerie Bent  

 

 

/Pinterest: 

http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool 

 

Start with our pinterest account and the Unit Studies Board: 

http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/unit-studies-in-homeschooling/  

 

There are many other fun activities to include in your units from our 

pinterest account.  My favorite is the Edible Homeschool Board: 

http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/edible-homeschool/  

 

 

 

http://UnitStudy.com  - Amanda Bennett’s website 
Lots of information and resources 

 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/oreo-phases-of-the-moon/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/animal-cell-models-with-pizza/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/summer-fun-how-to-make-a-3d-cell-model-with-jello/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/super-bowl-activities/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/st-patricks-day-activities-lucky-charms/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/how-to-make-tortillas-for-cinco-de-mayo/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/bean-plant-experiment-for-kids/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/easter-traditions-resurrection-rolls/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resurrection-eggs/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/66-summer-fun-trip-ideas/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/goal-setting-worksheet-with-a-book-review-of-18-minutes/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/johnny-appleseed-story-activities/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/olympics-activity-guide-olympics-activities-for-kids/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/super-bowl-activities/
http://amzn.to/13gK0ia
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/unit-studies-in-homeschooling/
http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool/edible-homeschool/
http://unitstudy.com/
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Five in a Row, by Jane Lambert  
 

I loved Five In A Row because you read a book out loud to your kids every day, for 5 

days. In the Five In A Row guides, you choose activities to go with your reading 

book. The activities cover language arts, history, social studies, geography, science, 

music, art, cooking and so forth. Included in the guide are tokens to place on a map, 

so you can locate the setting of the story.  This ties in geography quite nicely.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://amzn.to/1cGCGuP
http://amzn.to/1cGCGuP
http://amzn.to/1cGCGuP
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Homework: 
 

What did you like about Unit Studies that you could do in your homeschool? 

 

 

 

 

Look at your goals for each child or your goals for your family. See how 

unit studies would help you meet those goals. List unit studies you will do 

this coming year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create a unit study for this summer or next fall. If you’re taking the summer 

off, talk to your kids and find out what their interests. You probably already 

know, but it’s fun to brainstorm together with your children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You might consider a unit you to kick off a new school year.  Wouldn’t your 

children be shocked if you started the year off with a unit study? 
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Side Note:  

I was a Labor Day to Memorial Day girl.  We school from Labor Day to 

Memorial Day and took the summers off. I think everyone needs a break at 

some time. We even took off the entire month of December from formal 

curricula.  We still read & learned, just not our regular curricula.  God 

calls us to a Sabbath, so take a break every once in awhile.  
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Questions: Unit Studies Approach  
to Christian Homeschooling 

 

 

How do you do a unit centered around the Nation of Israel?  

 

It depends on if you want to look historically or currently at Israel. If 

you’re looking currently, I would read, write about & discuss current 

news events. Do some of the activities that I mentioned above. 

 

If you study Israel from a historical time period, create a unit similar to 

our WWII unit. Even if you were doing ancient Israel and the Old 

Testament, you could look at the culture of that day.  Pull out science, 

music, art and handicrafts from that time. Do some research online to 

find these activities. 

 

Creatively tie in those subject areas to Israel or whatever topic you want 

to study. 

 

What is a good length of time to do a unit study for kids in kindergarten 

and second grade?  

 

I would say probably a week or two, because you don’t want to get too 

bored. I recommend Five in a Row or Beyond Five in a Row for 2
nd

 

graders. Those guides are excellent one-week unit studies. 

 

Should you continue for as long as the child or children are interested? 

 

If you’re up for it, then go for as long as the children are interested. Now, 

if you have multiple children and one’s getting bored, you might need to 

move to a new topic. Make sure that you aren’t cramming it down 

everyone’s throat because one other child is interested. If you have 

multiple children, be sensitive to all their interests. Be balanced in what 

you study. 

 

If you can multi-task, let your kids work on different units. (I wasn’t very 

good at having them on several topics – Too confusing for me.)  and 

you’ve been on that topic for six weeks, you might need to pay attention 

http://amzn.to/1cGCGuP
http://amzn.to/119wdso
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and If your kids are interested about a topic, I’d keep doing it, if they’re 

learning, regardless. 

 

 

How do you make unit studies for struggling learners? 

 

If you have a struggling reader, find reading books that are a little below 

his reading level that are very interesting to your child. Pay attention to 

your child’s interests.  Their interests might motivate them to compensate 

for any struggles they may have.  

 

My son knew how to read, but he didn’t want to read.  It was 

just like giving him a root canal until he found a series, 

RedWall, that he was interested in. I was chatting with a group 

of homeschoolers on Tuesday. I had a girl say her 11 year old 

acted like he couldn’t read, until he discovered The Hunger 

Games. Then all of a sudden, he knew how to read.  

 

If they’re struggling at the ages of 6 – 9 years, I wouldn’t worry too. It 

might simply be a developmental issue.  Some kids aren’t ready to read 

or write until later.  

 

Give yourself grace as mom.  Don’t feel like you 

have to do everything at the same stage that the 

government schools do. Focus on interests of your 

child, until he masters reading or writing. 

 

How do you work within a curriculum and still link history for all ages? 

 

I’m not sure what curriculum you’re talking about, but when your kids 

are studying all different time periods, it is difficult. I chose Truth Quest 

History because it gives me lists of books that your kids could read at all 

different age levels. As we studied a historical time period, we read one 

book aloud, as each child read a book on their own. Sonlight Curriculum 

is another curriculum that ties specifically to a historical time period.. 

 

Do you have any experience with Prairie Primer? 

 

I did have experience with it many years ago. If I remember correctly, it 

takes Little House  books and walks you through different activities in 

Give yourself 
GRACE as mom. 

http://amzn.to/10u2bgo
http://amzn.to/17NVs6v
http://amzn.to/17NVs6v
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/truthquest-history-middle-ages-homeschool-history-curriculum/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/truthquest-history-middle-ages-homeschool-history-curriculum/
http://www.sonlight.com/
http://amzn.to/17NVBXv
http://amzn.to/1aq2CfG
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each book. If you have a child interested in Little House on the Prairie, I 

think it would be a good resource as you create units around specific 

books. 

 

 

Is there a place to go where you can find out the age level for 

books? 

 

I shared these in the Charlotte Mason section: 

 

The Read Aloud Handbook, by Jim Trelease  

Honey for a Child’s Heart, by Gladys Hunt  

Best Books of All Times, by Gentry Beck 

My daughter wrote this book in high school, as a 

semester project. She compiled a list of books that she 

enjoyed as a homeschooler and put them in chro 

nological format. To this day, Gentry enjoys reading. 

When she moved to Houston, she called to tell me she 

got a library card and had several books to read. She is a 

voracious reader, so this fit her perfectly. 

 

Are you doing any webinars on notebooking?  

 

I actually thought about doing notebooking here, but I’m going to save 

that for the principle approach – the next chapter. Notebooking is part of 

the Biblical Principle Approach as you analyze your studies from a 

Biblical worldview. 

 

What about lap books? Would that be okay to use for unit studies? 

 

Definitely. Lapbooks allow you to present the information your child 

learns about a specific topic. There is much more information about 

lapbooks in the Unschooling chapter. 

http://amzn.to/1aq2CfG
http://amzn.to/18400EV
http://amzn.to/11vosHP
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Biblical Principle 

Approach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Purpose of Education: 
The end of learning is to repair the ruin 
of our first parents by regaining to know 
God aright, and out that knowledge to 
love Him, to imitate Him and to be like 
Him. 

~ John Milton ~ 
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Principle - Biblical  
Worldview Approach 

to Christian Homeschooling 
 

 

Let’s start with an explanation of the Principle Approach that is traditionally 

discussed in homeschool circles.  Then, I’ll share the way our family used a 

Biblical principles to homeschool. 

 

FACE 
 

FACE (Foundation for American 

Christian Education) uses the 

principle approach in all of their 

studies. Their curriculum, the 

Noah Curriculum, is based on 

three vital concepts.  

 

Knowledge of Christian History 
 

As Christians, we need knowledge of our own Christian history, our church 

history.  Obviously, this is not taught in public schools.  However, it is also 

lacking in private schools & in churches today.  

 

In our homeschool, we studied Biblical history & church history as we 

studied specific time periods.  This allowed us to fit history into the 

framework of Christian history.  

 

Spread of Christianity 
 

Secondly, believers should understand the role of Christianity as it spread 

around the world. From the time of Ancient Rome, where roads allowed 

believers to spread the Gospel, to the founding of America as a Christian 

nation, a city on the hill, Christianity spread across the continents.  

 

 

Vital Concepts 
 

1. Knowledge of Christian History 

2. Spread of Christianity 

3. Living According to Biblical 

Principles 
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Live According to Biblical Principles 
 

The Principle Approach encourages students to live according to Biblical 

principles upon which our country was founded.  

 

Overall, the Principle Approach learns our Christian history and then applies 

it to all areas of our lives, including subject areas in your homeschool.   

 

There are several biblical principles that they believe students should know.  

The chart shows the Biblical principles that FACE uses in their curricula. 

 

Principle Approach 
Principle 

Biblical Principle Opposing Principle 

God’s Principle of 
Individuality 

Christian Individuality Collectivism 

The Christian Principle of 
Self-Government 

Christian Self-
Government 

Anarchy (External Force) 

America’s Heritage of 
Christian Character 

Christian Character Degradation 

Conscience is the Most 
Sacred of All Property 

Biblical Stewardship Communism 

Our Christian Form of 
Government 

God’s Sovereignty Autocracy 

How the Seed of Local 
Self-Government is 
Planted 

Sowing & Reaping Centralization 

The Christian Principle of 
American Political Union 

Covenant Social Engineering 

 

In the first column, you will see the principle. In other words, this is what 

you will teach your kids in your homeschool.  For example: God’s principle 

of individuality. Next is the Biblical principle, which is Christian 

individuality. The opposing principle is collectivism.    
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Self Government is another principle to impress on our children. They need 

to learn to govern themselves, doing the right thing. You can see all the 

principles that I would say the FACE uses as its foundation.    

 

General Biblical Principles in Your Homeschool 
 

Although the list above is an excellent list of Biblical principles, you can 

simply use general Biblical principles in your homeschool.  As you teach 

any subject area, you should examine it through the lens of Scripture. When 

your children are young, you will offer the principles to your children and 

discuss them.  As your children get older, they should draw their own 

conclusions in all subject areas, using Biblical principles. 

 

As you center your homeschool on Biblical principles, you will train your 

children to be highly educated Christians with critical thinking skills. They 

will have strong morals, similar to those morals in which the United States 

was founded.   

 

Overview of Notebooking  
 

Keeping a notebook is an excellent strategy as you 

teach Biblical worldview in your homeschool.  

FACE offers some principles that I have adapted to 

our homeschooling.  As you use the 4R’s, you will 

tie altogether what your children are learning. This 

will provide a strong education so your children will 

become the leaders of tomorrow.  Leaders of 

church, media, business, government.  

 

Notebooking with the 4 R’s gives kids a framework from which they can 

evaluate current events, problems or decisions from a Biblical worldview. 

They can also be able to reject wrong. 

 

After working through the 4 R’s, your students can espouse right ideas in all 

areas of life as they are rooted in Christian history. Students can reason from 

a Biblical perspective, which was one of my primary goals in 

homeschooling 
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If want to know more about raising your kids to be Christian leadership, 

look at that chapter.  We discuss using a Christian leadership approach to 

homeschooling so your children will lead instead of follow. 

 

How to Use A Biblical Worldview 
 

To summarize Biblical worldview in 

homeschooling, simply filter all education 

through the grid of Scripture.  

 

As you’re reading a story, talk about the 

characters in there.  

 

 Did they act in a godly way or an ungodly way?  

 How would God expect these people to live?  

 Are they showing Godly character in their relationships? 

 

Some books provide an ungodly perspective on characters.  For instance, my 

daughter did not want to read Pippi Longstocking. Pippi Longstocking was 

one of my favorite books when I was in elementary school, so I was baffled.  

I talked to Ashley to see why she was not interested in Pippi Longstocking, 

such a fun book in my perspective. But, I had something to learn from my 

daughter.  

 

Although Pippi Longstocking was always off on some adventure, she 

frequently lied about her circumstances. Ashley didn’t want to read anything 

with lying.  She couldn’t deal with lying at a young age.   

 

She was filtering her books through Scripture. She knew it was wrong to lie 

so she didn’t really want to read about someone who is lying. That’s a very 

small example of how you can apply Biblical principles. And, I’m not 

suggesting you never read about someone who lies. However, I recommend 

discussing the liar’s actions in light of Scripture.  

 

When you’re studying history, you look at can look at society’s values to 

determine how they line up with Scripture.  Do they have a Biblical 

worldview during Ancient Rome? Middle Ages? Reformation?  Then, 

discuss lessons we can learn from the past’s mistakes.  

 

http://amzn.to/12RbtAW
http://amzn.to/12RbtAW
http://amzn.to/12RbtAW
http://amzn.to/12RbtAW
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You can also look at Science & Math through the grid of Scripture. 

Everything is orderly in math, so look at how God shows order in Scripture 

as well.  

 

Art & Architecture 
 

As we studied Art from the Middle Ages to 

Modernity, we made an interesting discovery.  

In the Middle Ages & Renaissance, art was all 

about beauty.  As you move into the 

Impressionist & Modern Art, everything is 

functional. In modern times, you are no longer 

concerned about truth, beauty and goodness. 

Moderns are more concerned about 

productivity & functionality. 

 

In Architecture, we see a building built in the 1500s, with gorgeous 

cathedrals and churches. Fast forward 500 years and almost all our building 

are functional.  Production is the current priority and worldview.  Look at a 

school building or church today. Compare it to a monastery (education 

facility) or chapel/cathedral (worship center) of the past.  Modern buildings 

exist to be functional & productive.  Middle Age buildings existed to offer 

God’s beauty to the world. Why else would craftsman work on a project that 

wouldn’t be fulfilled in their lifetime?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you study history, be sure you are also studying Biblical history or 

Church history. Which one should you be studying? It’s simple. The one that 

coincide with the timeline.  Ancient cultures, such as Egypt, Greece & Rome 

can be studied under the backdrop of the Bible/Biblical history.  Moving 

forward to Middle Ages, Renaissance, Reformation, American & Modern 

Is your homeschool 
& parenting more 
concerned about 

productivity & 
functionality? Or 
beauty & truth? 
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history, you can study Church history. Church history coincides with these 

time periods. 

 

 What is going on in the church during each of these time periods?  

 How does the church affect society? 

 Who is God to this society? 

 Who is mankind to this society? 

 

Constantly be looking to see what’s going on in the church during a time 

period.  

 

I highly recommend using maps & timelines as you study history. It will 

help your children see where the church is operating & how the church 

relates to other events in history. As your children get older, let them journal 

about the church’s place in history.   

 

One of my favorite books to study church history is the Church History in 

Plain Language. It is a big brown book. I mean fat, fat, fat! When I first saw 

it, I thought, “Am I really going to read it?” Well I’ve read most of it three 

times. My kids have each read it individually, as well. It is the easiest & 

most practical church history book I found.   

 

Self-education and self-government are close relatives. The principles 

eliminate the gaps between philosophy and practicality, bible and 

subject and the written word and the living word. That bridge is 

constructed from the purity of Christian scholarship. Katherine Dang  

 

Dang encourages moms to teach their children to be self-educated and self-

governed. As your children grow in Christian education, they should be self-

educated. Isn’t that the goal of most homeschoolers? To give their children 

the tools of learning so they become lifelong learners! 
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Notebooking 
 

When you use notebooking, you will not have 

the typical fill-in-the-blank or multiple choice 

or activities. We allow our kids to make their 

own textbook through the process of 

notebooking. In other words, they will pull 

together all the information they learn and 

create a notebook as a finished product. 

 

At a young age, you will use illustrations and 

caption in your children’s notebooks.   As your 

kids get older, then they will write about their discoveries. 

 

Vocabulary 
 

If you only follow FACE’s notebook model, your child will include 

vocabulary and Biblical principles.  They might also include their thoughts 

& meditations on the studied topic. 

 

The Noah Curriculum recommends using Noah Webster Dictionary of 1828 

for all studies & vocabulary exercises.  Students read the definition & 

analyze the word from the 1828 Dictionary. If you’re studying the American 

Revolution, you look at the word “freedom” in the dictionary to begin your 

research. As you further study the War for Independence, you will come 

across other words to analyze. Begin with Noah Webster Dictionary of 1828 

in your studies.  

 

Noah Webster’s dictionary is a fairly Christian view 

of words. At the time, society had mostly Christian 

beliefs which influenced the dictionary when Noah 

Webster wrote it. 

 

Notebooking is very individualized, so kids can be 

studying what they are interested in or you can 

choose a topic.  Either way they may learn at their 

own rate.  

 
 

http://amzn.to/191vM5Y
http://amzn.to/191vM5Y
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Newbie Notebooking 
 

If you’re a newbie notebooker, be sure to start small and move forward 

gradually. Don’t start a notebook in five different subject areas with every 

child. That’s a total of 25 notebooks…oh no!   

 

Start with a copybook notebook or dictation notebook where it is easy to 

enter something 

every single day.  

Another easy 

place to begin is 

with a writing 

notebook because 

your kids should be writing every single day. 

 

Start small and gradually.  

 

Begin with something of interest.  

 

Refer back to our unit study, if you need help with choosing topics. You 

want it to be interesting to the kids. If you are notebooking as a family, find 

what’s interesting to everyone. I like nature notebooks because most kids are 

interested in the world around them. They love going on nature walks and 

recording what they find. 

 

If each child has their notebook, it’s going to allow them to show their 

personality as they learn. They can show their perception of what is being 

learned.  

 

Don’t expect perfection. Be flexible with each child. 

 

Allow your kids to make mistakes.  It doesn’t have to be a perfect notebook. 

Personally, I was a perfectionist in my earlier years. As I’ve grown up, I 

realize we don’t have to be perfect in everything, especially notebooks. 

 

Take it one step at a time. Don’t try to do everything one time. Let each 

child work on one notebook at a time.  Let them be successful, one at a time.  
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Eventually after two or three years, each kid might have five or six 

notebooks. 

 

We started with a copywork notebook and a history notebook.  I had to 

remember that not everything went into the notebook, only important papers. 

Each section covered a time period, such as  Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, 

Ancient Rome, Middle Ages and so on.  There was a divider for each time 

period. That was the simplest & easiest notebook for us to begin. 
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Types of Notebooks 
 

Bible Notebooks  
 

Let’s talk about some different kinds of notebooks. What about a Bible 

Notebook? How would you start a Bible Notebook?  

 

Start at the beginning. If your kids are little, find a good storybook of Bible 

stories. Let your kids illustrate each storu and write a 

caption underneath their picture. As they get older, 

you read directly from the bible.  Use your regular 

Bible reading.  We start in the Old Testament and 

move forward. 

 

Again, when your kids are young, illustrate and write 

a brief narration of that particular story. As your kids 

get older, start a Bible journal.  They can write a 

summary of what was read during family devotions.  

Or, they can keep a notebook about what they are 

learning personally in the bible.  

 

Proverbs is a great book for both of the young men and young women, in 

their teen years. Read two or three verses in Proverbs. Then each teen writes 

down what they learned from those verses and how it applies to their lives. 

 

Another option is a Concordance study. Give your kids a word to look up in 

a concordance.  Write down what they discover from each verse where that 

word is used. Then, draw  conclusions. If you’re not sure where to get 

started, I would say maybe the word “save” or “righteousness” or “wise”. 

 

One of my favorite Concordance studies is salvation or saved. As you work 

through verses with salvation or saved in them, you ought to ask yourself, 

“Saved from what. We usually think of saved as simply saved from the 

penalty of sin. I’m going to heaven and I’m saved. But saved is used a lot of 

other ways. Someone is in a boat  and saved from drowing. Or someone else 

is saved from starvation.  Look at the context as you do any Concordance 

study. 
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Literature Notebooks  
 

What about a literature notebook? Again, I would start very small. At first, 

you might simply record the titles of each book your child reads on their 

own.  As they get older, they can illustrate a book or give a short, little 

synopsis. Or, illustrate one aspect of a 

book, such as a character or the setting.  

 

There are lots of great printables and 

forms that to use in a literature 

notebook.  You might want to include a 

book report or book review.  Another 

option is to include 2 or 3 of your 

child’s narrations, with a final summary 

narration.  

 

As your students get older, they should interact with the book. This is very 

similar to journaling.  Record some of the questions & answers you’ve 

discussed about a book. Or, write about how well the author practiced his 

craft. How well the characters were developed. Did the author paint scenes 

very well? 

 

Copywork & Dictation Notebooks  
 

Copybooks & dictation notebooks are some of the easiest notebooks to start.  

If you will remember Benjamin Franklin, worked on a copybook when he 

was in his teens. Most homeschoolers think copywork 

is for 5, 6, and 7 year olds.  Historically, Franklin 

used the idea of imitation in writing as a young adult.  

This helped him improve his writing ability.  It is very 

similar to the strategy taught by Teaching Writing: 

Structure & Style.  Franklin read books  and then 

rewrote it in his own words 

 

Copywork notebooks might follow this progression: 

 

 Tracing letters 

 Copy words 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
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 Copy sentences 

 Copy paragraphs 

 Read paragraphs – Rewrite in your own words 

 Dictation of sentences & paragraphs 

 

On top of copying the passage, your kids can illustrate the copy assignment. 

You might also illustrate the dictation passage, as well. As you look for 

copywork & dictation exercises, be sure you use a wide variety of sources: 

Scripture passages, well-written lines, poetry, favorite literature passages, 

quotes, historical speeches. You could even do science theories if you like. 

 

Writing Notebook  
 

A writing notebook can last for a long time and be used as a history of your 

child’s writing. Your kids ought to be writing everyday. We kept a notebook 

that, one particular notebook, for all your child’s finished drafts. 

 

If you follow Andrew Pudewa’s strategies on 

teaching writing, your child will begin by rewriting 

paragraphs in their own words.  This is explained in 

detail in Teaching Writing: Structure & Style.   

 

After rewriting paragraphs, your students should 

rewrite entire passages in their own words. If you are 

rewriting stories in your own words, be sure to use a 

story outline so your child has a story in a good 

format. If you are rewriting information on a particular topic, use an outline 

for research & reports. You can find a story writing outline in Unit 3 of 

Teaching Writing: Structure & Style and an outline for research in Units 4 or 

6 of Teaching Writing: Structure & Style.  Another great resource for story 

writing is How to Write a Story or StoryQuest. 

 

Most of these types of writings will be includes in 

those resources listed above.  This includes 

descriptive writing, biographies, book reviews, news 

stories, research paper, character sketches, poems, 

short stories that are included in a writing notebook. 

 

Your kids ought 
to be writing 

EVERYDAY. 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/how-to-write-a-story/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/story-quest/
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History Notebook 
 

With a history notebook, you might organize entries in chronological order.  

I suggest including maps, timelines & narrations. We relied on biographies 

and good historical fiction to tell the story with 

narrations. We rarely, if ever, read textbooks. As 

we read historical books, my kids could narrate to 

me.  When young, I wrote down their narration for 

them to copy into their notebooks. Older children 

can write their own narration for the stories that 

we were reading. 

 

Remember to include include entries about Bible 

history or church history right alongside secular 

history. So if you’re studying ancient Egypt, 

include entries about Moses and the exodus from 

Egypt. 

 

As your kids get older and their thinking skills get better, start writing 

comparisons and contrasts about circumstances in history. This may include 

different leaders or different places, cause and effect, especially when it 

comes to battles and wars. With notebooks, you inspire much critical 

thinking.  

 

If you are going on field trips, include pictures of places you visit.  Then, 

you have a history of your studies, like a scrapbook of history.  

 

Science Notebook 
 

This example is a Science notebook, or lapbook. It demonstrates the 

information learned about whales.  A lapbook 

is a type of notebook that is explained in 

detail – Unschooling chapter. 

 

In Science, have kids draw diagrams or 

illustrations about scientific topics. When 

your kids are old enough to complete 

experiments, start recording your findings in 

your experiments. 
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These recordings can be in either picture or written format. Use either format 

to show what happened with your science experiments. There are plenty of 

free printables online for going through the scientific method. We used our 

notebook at the high school level for our lab reports. We used a specific lab 

report form for each experiment 

 

Another aspect of Science notebooks is including information about famous 

scientists. Read biographies of scientists that are related to the scientific 

topics. If you are studying astronomy, read about Galileo. If you are 

studying gravity, read a biography of Sir Isaac Newton. For each scientist, 

include a paragraph or short story about that particular scientist. 

 

Research & Projects Notebooks 
 

With the younger kids, you might have very notebook entries.  This would 

include an afternoon activity that you record in your research notebook. 

 

When my son was about six or seven years old, he loved the jungle. We 

created a project, just for him. It was not a short project. Actually, it took 

him about 1 ½ years to write his book,  The ABC Jungle Book. 

 

He did the research on 26 animals or plants in the jungle, one for each letter 

of the alphabet.   For each letter of the alphabet, he wrote two or three 

sentences about that animal. Many of the short paragraphs followed the 

topic-clincher paragraph taught in Teaching Writing: Structure & Style.   

 

Hunter might write an entry once a week or one every other week. This 

turned into a research project for him at seven years old.  

 

We ended up publishing it. I will be sharing this so other homeschoolers can 

see what a seven-year-old can actually do when 

it comes to research. 

 

In general, look at your child’s interests. Let 

them make a notebook of their research 

findings.  Eventually, they can decorate it.  Let 

them work on the notebook over several weeks 

or months, if necessary. 

 

Look at your 
child’s interest to 

determine a 
research idea for 

a notebook. 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/teaching-writing-structure-style/
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Annual Notebooks 
 

Finally, we have scrapbooking type notebook.  On one hand, allow your kids 

to use your scrapbooking supplies to create any of the above notebooks.   

 

On the other hand, create a scrapbook of your years in homeschooling. That 

might include a list of the books your child reads each year. Your child 

might include pictures of the books they read.  Or, you might include 

handwriting samples for each year. This 

will be a scrapbook that covers many 

years. 

 

Items you might include for each year are 

a reading list, handwriting sample, writing 

samples, and photos. We always took the 

first day of school photo, in the same place 

of our house every year. Even when my 

youngest was a senior in high school we 

took a first day of school photo. Other 

items might include art work, so you see 

artwork changing from being stick figures 

to real art, or portrait art. 

 

End of year interviews about that school year allow you an opportunity to 

write down thoughts about that particular year. As mom, you might even fit 

your own thoughts on a page. I wish I had done a better job of keeping a 

scrapbook of homeschool over the years, summarizing each year.  

 

Items to Include: 
 

 Reading List 

 Handwriting Samples 

 Writing Samples 

 Photos 

 Art Work 

 End of Year Interviews 

 Mom’s Thoughts 
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The 4 R’s of Notebooking 
 

With the Principle Approach to 

Christian Homeschooling, your 

students will keep notebooks on a 

variety of subjects.  As you are 

notebooking, be sure to offer a 

Christian perspective of the studied 

topic.  I like to use the four R’s to 

incorporate a Biblical worldview in 

your notebook.   

 

Research 
 

Start with researching God’s word. Go to Scripture and see what God has to 

say about your studied topic or the book you are reading. Let’s look at a few 

examples. 

 

If you are reading a book about evolution, go to the creation stories in 

Genesis 1 & 2. Look at what God says about that topic. Research evolution 

& creation from the Bible first. 

 

Or, maybe you are studying Ancient Egypt. Read the story of the Exodus 

and relate it to Ancient Egypt history 

 

Reasoning 
 

Next, reason from the research truth. 

Draw and apply principles as you reason 

through the studied subject & the Bible 

research. This encourages your kids to 

really think. Kids move from 

researching a subject area to reasoning 

and drawing a conclusions. This is a 

higher level thinking process. 

 

Younger children may simply draw their 

conclusions.  Older kids can write out 

their reasoning - cause and effect, 
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conclusions, opinions and so forth.  

 

Relate 
 

Relate these truths and principles that are discovered in the subject area, as 

well as the student’s character. 

 

We may be the best Christian parents ever to teach our children Bible 

lessons. Build that relationship and cultivate excellent readers and writers for 

the Lord. We must also teach them the history of God’s hands in developing 

a nation where the church and the individual has experienced the greatest 

liberty to achieve God’s best. Otherwise, we have failed.  – Lori Harris 

 

We can teach all the Bible concepts in the world.  But if we’re not relating it 

to real life, to your children, to life that’s going on around them, we are not 

doing our job as homeschool parents.  

 

This may be a difficult task at first. Model how you would relate the 

research & reasoned truths. As you model this process, your children can 

imitate you and begin to relate truths & principles on their own. 

 

Record 
 

Record your findings.  It’s okay if each child has a bit different record of 

what they’re learning. That’s the 

beauty of research-reason-relate.  

 

If you are notebooking about Swiss 

Family Robinson, you may have one 

child who relates the story to work 

ethic in the family.  Another child 

might be impressed with the wildlife 

and the way God created nature. 

 

 Let them have different records of 

their findings.  It’s OK… I promise! 
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In the end, teachers & students should record individual application of the 

Biblical principles to each subject area. 

 

Recording makes a big impact on your kids. It 

imprints deeply on their minds and their 

memory, so they remember the concepts they 

learned. Record in your notebook as a final 

part of notebooking. 

 

In summary, we’re simply identifying the Biblical worldview of each 

subject. We need to remember that each subject area was created by God 

and will reveal His story of cause and effect in the events of man and nations 

throughout time. 

 

Build that 
relationship and 

cultivate excellent 
readers and writers 

for the Lord. 

Each subject area was created by God and 
will reveal His story of cause and effect in the 
events of man and nations throughout time. 
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Principle Approach: Strengths 
 

1. Students learn to think “governmentally” using the three institutions. 

2. Self-learners, self-governed  

3. Apply Biblical principles to the whole of life. 

4. Create own notebooks. 

5. Develops reasoning and research skills 

6. Develops independent learners and thinkers 

 

 

Principle Approach: Weaknesses 
 

1. May present narrow view of history.  

2. Believed to focus mainly on American history 

3. Much teacher preparation - teacher learns alongside students – creates 

their own notebook 

4. Not as much prepared curricula available 
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How to Implement A Principle Approach 
 

With younger kids, you’re going to dive into Biblical principles together. As 

your kids get older, they should be more independent in thinking through 

ideas, coming up with the Biblical principles in their own studies. 

 

Notebooks 
 

Start using notebooks. 

 

If you haven’t done any notebooks before, choose one and get started with 

only one.  

 

Annual Notebooks 
 

If you want to use the summertime, start work on a scrapbook-type 

notebook. Use your summer to set up the pages for the upcoming year.  

Then your pages are ready for writing sample or reading lists or places from 

field trips or artwork.  You could have the following 5 pages for each year of 

school.  Summertime is great to set up each year. 

 

1. Writing Samples 

2. Reading Lists 

3. Field Trips 

4. Artwork 

5. Other School Work 

 

Notebooking with 4 R’s 
 

From there, think through how you can use 

the four R’s as you notebook a specific 

subject. As you use the Principle Approach, 

you may not work on it everyday when first 

starting.  Choose one day a week to work on 

your 4 R’s notebook. 

 

For me, history or literature is the easiest to start a 4 R’s notebook.  Choose 

a book as the basis for your notebook, either historical fiction or a reading 

4 Rs of Notebooking: 
 

 Research 

 Reasoning 

 Relate 

 Record 
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book at or below your child’s reading level.   For each chapter or section, go 

through the four R’s of research, reason, relate and record. 

 

Biblical Principles 
 

Then I think it’s important that we discuss Biblical principles as they relate 

to your studies. We use dinner time discussions, relating Biblical principles 

to what our kids were learning. Notebooks can be used for writing about 

Biblical principles, but it’s just as important to have discussions. 

 

One technique you might use is this: Discuss it. Discuss a topic & related 

Biblical principles in the evening. On the following day, your children can 

record the ideas from your discussion.  

 

History from Worldview Perspective 
 

Analyze history from a Biblical worldview. Michelle Miller, of TruthQuest 

History, uses 2 questions to see the worldview of any society. 

 

 Who is God to this society?  

 Who is man?  

 

You can learn a lot about history just asking those two 

questions. These questions and your analysis will force you 

to Scripture, to see if their god is right or how society treats 

mankind. 

 

When you look at Ancient Egypt, we begin by asking who is god? It was 

their Pharaohs. Even after the Pharaohs died, they were still god because 

they’re supposed to come back in an afterlife. 

 

The next question to ask about Ancient 

Egypt is “Who is man?”  Most men were 

slaves to the Pharaoh.  The slaves had to 

obey the Pharaoh.  Slaves built pyramids & 

other monuments to Pharaoh. You can read 

historical fiction to have a better 

understanding of life & culture during a 

specific time period. For Ancient Egypt, I 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/


Approaches to Christian Homeschooling   By: Kerry Beck 
Page | 168 

highly recommend Golden Goblet, Mara, Daughter Of The Nile and Cat of 

Bubastes.  All of these books allow your kids a peek into the culture of 

Ancient Egypt, tying it all together.  

 

You can apply this process to other time periods, as well. 

 

TruthQuest History uses this process as it includes a 

reading list for all ages. It is organized chronologically 

with a Biblical history commentary and writing 

assignments. 

 

 

http://amzn.to/12AV8Pe
http://amzn.to/12lyY3x
http://amzn.to/119pPkP
http://amzn.to/119pPkP
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/
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Resources for the Principle Approach: 
 

Teach Your Children “How to Think” with Mentoring 
Tips, Tricks & Strategies to help your kids think critically  

& Biblically. Explains how to mentor your children as you  

learn together.  

 

Truth Quest History  
Analyzes history from a biblical worldview. Uses 2 

questions to see the worldview of any society. 

TruthQuest History uses the process described in How To section.  

TruthQuest History includes a reading list for all ages. It is organized 

chronologically with a Biblical history commentary and  writing assignments. 

 

Teaching the Trivium  
Although this is primarily about classical Christian 

homeschooling, it also encourages you how to apply the 

biblical worldview to different subject areas. 

 

Excellence in Writing (IEW) 
Teaches students how to improve their writing and gives 

writing structures/outlines for all types of writing needs. 

 

Notebooking Pages 
Free and Paid printables for your notebooking needs. 

Wide range of topics, from Copywork, Nature Study, American 

Presidents, First Ladies, Black History 

 

http://www.raising-leaders.com/books.html
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/
http://amzn.to/11Sd73t
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/homeschool-language-arts/
http://notebookingpages.com/dap/a/?a=21776
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Homework: 
 

What do you like about the Principle-Biblical Worldview Approach that you 

could use in your homeschool? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at your goals for each child or goals for your family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See how biblical principles would help you meet those goals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How could you use notebooks in your homeschool? 
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Questions: Principle Approach  
to Christian Homeschooling 

 

When you do notebooking are you supposed to correct them?  

 

It depends on how you set up your notebook. Remember, you don’t have 

to put every page in a notebook especially if you’re using a three-ring 

binder. 

 

For our writing notebooks, we inserted final drafts.  They worked on 

rough drafts separately, where I made a few corrections.  

 

For our history notebook, I didn’t put every narration that my child did. I 

chose ones to keep and included those in the notebook.  

 

If you’re concerned about corrections, I would have them work on a 

project or task, such as  narration, copywork.  You can correct it and let 

them fix it.  From there, pick a few each semester to include in their 

notebook. 

 

That’s really a very good question.  

 

I would be very careful about the red ink. If you received a paper back 

with red ink all over it, you would begin to hate school. As a homeschool 

mom, you want to encourage your kids to enjoy learning. My 

recommendation on grading is to point out some of their mistakes instead 

of marking it all up with red.  Choose one area to correct in their 

writings, until they master it.  This may be end punctuation (periods, 

question marks, exclamation points), direct objects, subject/verb 

agreement or the like. When they make a mistake, correct it on their 

rough draft. Once they master that concept, move on to another concept. 

 

When my kids had a problem in their writing, I would teach that concept 

before their next paper.  Let’s say they are not putting apostrophes right 

in possessives. Teach them how to do possessives before they their next 

writing activity. Give them some practice on possessives.  In their next 

paper, require they use 1 or 2 possessives.  

 

Keep a running list of possible topics your kids need help.  
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Once they have a good-quality paper, put it into the notebook. Our 

notebooks became a keepsake. You want your child’s best work in their 

notebook.  
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Christian Leadership 

Approach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to Scripture, virtually everything that truly 

qualifies a person for leadership is directly related to 

character. It’s not about style, status, personal 

charisma, clout or worldly measurements of success. 

Integrity is the main issue that makes the difference 

between a good leader and a bad one. 

~ John MacArthur ~ 

 
Spiritual leadership is knowing where God wants 

people to be and taking the initiative to get them there 

by God’s means in reliance on God’s power. 

~ John Piper ~ 
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Leadership Approach  
to Christian Homeschooling 

 

When I first started talking about approaches to homeschooling, Approaches 

to Homeschooling was my highest requested topic at conferences across the 

country. It seemed like every time we were invited to speak at a conference, 

they wanted me to talk about Approaches to Homeschooling. I tried to 

include everything in one hour that we’ve done in seven weeks. It didn’t 

work. That is one reason I broke it down into seven workshops – so we 

could really delve into each area in detail.  

 

When I first started homeschooling, I felt like I was an eclectic 

homeschooler. I pulled from all different approaches. At young ages to 15, 

we used many living books, Charlotte Mason approach, and good habits.  

We also used copy work and narration. 

 

We often had a unit study, something interesting that we could study. It 

wasn’t all the time, but every year we would have a few unit studies. 

 

From a classical perspective, we did Latin & memory work at the younger 

ages. I really implemented some of the classical approach to those older 

ages.  Each year our kids worked on research projects to help them write or 

speak eloquently and persuasively.  

 

The principle approach was another one where I wanted to integrate Biblical 

world view in a variety of subject areas.  As the kids got older, we 

emphasized the importance of studying with a Biblical perspective. We 

spent time in math, science, history, music, art, and literature analyzing a 

Biblical worldview as we studied the particular topics. 

 

I also tried to find things that the kids were interested in. At one time, we 

had a girl’s club with a group of friends.  We chose a topic for each 

semester. Each week a girl & her mom planned a fun activity centered on 

that semester’s topic.  

 

Today what I want to do is take my eclectic ideas and give them a purpose. I 

will show you how to use the different approaches with the purpose of 

raising your children to be good Christian leaders.  
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Conveyor Belt Education 
 

When we look at education in the United 

States, it is like a conveyer belt, like these 

bottles on a conveyer belt. Our children are 

moving down the conveyer belt of 

kindergarten through 12th grade.  At every 

stage they make something on the  conveyor 

belt -  first the liquid, then they get a bottle, 

if the bottle is made right, then they pour the 

liquid in and they move it down to the next 

station, put a top on it, move it down, 

package it, send it on out.  

 

It’s the same with public schools.  Our kids 

learn the same thing, the same way every 

year, all the time. You pass the first stage in 

first grade and move on to second grade. 

You do what everyone else is doing, so your kids learn what to think. 

Students are not challenged in their thinking skills and they’re not given the 

tools to be a good leader. Historically, public schools teach students simply 

“what to think”. 

 

The competitive conveyer belt is one that moves a little further, teaching 

“when to think”.  This occurs in medical school, mechanic school or college. 

Students are trained to think a certain way, given a specific situation.  

 

The approach I like is the leadership 

education approach which gives kids the 

opportunity to learn “how to think” for 

themselves. As a good leader you need to 

be able to make wise decisions, motivate 

people, and communicate well. You need 

to think strategically, not just tactically.  

 

Leaders look at the whole picture, whether you’re a leader in business, a 

leader in the community, a leader in your church, or a leader in the 

government. As you look at the whole picture, you must use great thinking 

skills.  

 

To lead 
tomorrow, 
you must  

learn today! 
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To lead tomorrow, you must learn today! 

 

That’s what your children need to do. They must be involved in learning on 

a regular basis. Lifelong learners become leaders. When you are always 

learning, you keep your mind open to new ideas, exploring information to 

make wise decisions for a group. 

 

Thomas Jefferson 
 

Let’s look at a few people in history. Thomas Jefferson was educated just 

like other founders of our nation. These men had mentors who came 

alongside them academically. 

 

Just like Thomas Jefferson, it is important for your children to have a 

mentor. As parents, you are natural mentors. 

Come alongside your children, learning & 

studying with them. Show them how you 

learn about a topic and they will follow your 

example.   

 

A Thomas Jefferson Education gives 

guidelines to raise your children as leaders.  I 

recommend it, but there are some drawbacks. 

As I spoke at homeschool conventions around 

the country, the biggest drawback I 

discovered is the book is not specifically from 

a Christian perspective.  

 

Not everything you read & implement has to come from a Christian 

perspective.  However there are many homeschoolers ignoring the 

Leadership Approach to homeschooling because it is written by a Mormon.  

Parents want a leadership education from a Christian perspective, so I wrote 

a book about raising leaders from a Christian worldview.  

 

Thomas Jefferson is an excellent example of Leadership Education. We can 

use his example with a Christian worldview to provide a Christian 

Leadership Approach to homeschooling.  Jefferson loved books.  Read more 

about his library & his donation to the United States. 

 

http://amzn.to/165Xcni
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Throughout his life, books were vital to Thomas Jefferson's 

education and well-being. When his family home Shadwell burned 

in 1770 Jefferson most lamented the loss of his books. In the midst 

of the American Revolution and while United States minister to 

France in the 1780s, Jefferson acquired thousands of books for his 

library at Monticello.  

 

Jefferson's library went through several stages, but it was always 

critically important to him. Books provided the little traveled 

Jefferson with a broader knowledge of the contemporary and 

ancient worlds than most contemporaries of broader personal 

experience.  

 

By 1814 when the British burned the nation’s Capitol and the 

Library of Congress, Jefferson had acquired the largest personal 

collection of books in the United States. Jefferson offered to sell his 

library to Congress as a replacement for the collection destroyed 

by the British during the War of 1812. Congress purchased 

Jefferson's library for $23,950 in 1815. A second fire on Christmas 

Eve of 1851, destroyed nearly two thirds of the 6,487 volumes 

Congress had purchased from Jefferson. 

~Library of Congress~ 

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/jefferson/jefflib.html 

 

How did Jefferson become so interested in books? He surrounded himself 

with men who loved learning. They were lifelong learners and mentored 

Jefferson to love learning his entire life.  

Thomas Jefferson mostly studied under Dr. William Small, a Scotsman, who 

introduced Jefferson to George Wythe and Governor Francis Fauquier. At 

nineteen years old, Jefferson had frequent dinners at the Governor's Palace 

with Small, Wythe & Fauquier.  Jefferson's reaction to these dinners was he 

"heard more good sense, more rational and philosophical conversations, than 

in all my life besides." 

After two years at the university, Jefferson 

studied law for five years.  During that 

time, George Wythe supplied books for 

Jefferson to read. 

 

Jefferson was able to 
lead in so many areas 
of society because he 
received an excellent 

education. 

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/jefferson/jefflib.html
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Jefferson was well read and used the information that he learned to stretch 

himself, to grow himself and to use it in a wide variety of areas. He was an 

inventor, statesman, writer, plantation owner, and businessman. 

Thomas Jefferson was able to lead in so many areas of society because he 

received an excellent education. His mentors, George Wythe and William 

Small modeled lifelong learning while providing the tools of learning. 

 

Benjamin Franklin 
 

Another person in history we should consider is Benjamin Franklin. You 

may not know this, but Benjamin Franklin wrote in his autobiography about 

his education process.  He expounds on his imitation in writing.  You can 

use Franklin’s process with your own children as you raise them to be 

Christian leaders.  

 

It’s about this time I met with an odd volume 

of the Spectator. It was the third. I had never 

before seen any of them. I bought it, read it 

over and over, and was much delighted with it. 

I thought the writing excellent, and wished, if 

possible, to imitate it.  

 

With this view I took some of the papers, and, 

making short hints of the sentiment in each 

sentence, laid them by a few days, and then, 

without looking at the book, tried to complete the papers again, by 

expressing each hinted sentiment at length, and as fully as it had 

been expressed before, in any suitable words that should come to 

hand. 

 

Franklin read good information over and over again, taking notes which he 

called “short hints”. He put the publication aside, using his notes to rewrite it 

in his own words as well as he could and as fully as he could.  

 

Then I compared my Spectator with the original, discovered some 

of my faults, and corrected them. But I found I wanted a stock of 

words, or a readiness in recollecting and using them, which I 

thought I should have acquired before that time if I had gone on 

making verses; since the continual occasion for words of the same 

import, but of different length, to suit the measure, or of different 
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sound for the rhyme, would have laid me under a constant 

necessity of searching for variety, and also have tended to fix that 

variety in my mind, and make me master of it. 

 

Franklin also kept a stockpile of words, which is something we can do with 

our children. You may have children that are vocabulary deprived; I was one 

of those children as a youngster. Keeping a list of good words to use in their 

writing is extremely helpful when they can’t think of a new word. I still use 

word lists in my writings. As I look on my bookshelf, I have Quotationary 

and a thesaurus.  I constantly use Thesaurus.com when I’m looking for new 

words.  

 

Your kids don’t need that broad of a thesaurus; why not start with a smaller 

one that is useful for them. I highly recommend A Word, Write, Now, a book 

of structured Word Lists for Stylized Writing by Loranna Schwacofer.  In a 

nutshell, it’s a kid thesaurus.  It’s much better than the ones you find online 

for free.  Why? 

For each character trait, you will have the following at 

your fingertips: 

- Definition of that character quality 

- Famous quote on that trait 

- Excerpts from literature about that character 

- Nouns, Verbs, Adjectives,& Adverbs that go 

along with that trait 

- An extra column for additional words 

In addition to synonyms for character traits, this resource includes a 

descriptive word section, a movement & senses word section. Find the 

words your students need in their writings, by looking at these lists – divided 

by parts of speech. 

I also sometimes jumbled my collections of hints into confusion, 

and after some weeks endeavored to reduce them into the best 

order, before I began to form the full sentences and complete the 

paper. This was to teach me method in the arrangement of 

thoughts.  

 

http://amzn.to/13Uqtl1
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/a-word-write-now-kid-thesaurus/
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By comparing my work afterwards with the original, I discovered 

many faults and amended them; but I sometimes had the pleasure 

of fancying that, in certain particulars of small import, I had been 

lucky enough to improve the method or the language, and this 

encouraged me to think I might possibly in time come to be a 

tolerable English writer, of which I was extremely ambitious. 
 

~All quotes above from autobiography of Benjamin Franklin~ 

 

Not only did he rewrite the publication, he jumbled up the ideas, set them 

aside for a few weeks and tried to arrange them in a logical fashion. That 

takes some higher level thinking skills.  Benjamin Franklin hopes to rewrite 

it in a better fashion than the original publication.  

 

Benjamin Franklin tells us how he practiced writing by taking notes and 

rewriting in his own words - imitation in writing. Then he set it aside, 

jumbled it up, and tried to arrange it again. You can use this difficult task 

with your older children.  

 

Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin 

are both great examples of men who read 

voraciously and wrote continually, 

constantly trying to improve their writing. 

Thomas Jefferson used previous 

documents to write the Declaration of 

Independence.  

 

Franklin & Reading 
 

In conclusion to this section on Benjamin Franklin, let me share one of my 

favorite Franklin quotes: 

 

Reading feeds the brain.  

It is evident that most minds are starving to death. 

 

Think about that for a moment.  Did they read more in the eighteenth 

century than we do now?  Probably so.  Yet, Franklin makes fun of the 

people of his time.  Essentially, reading feeds your brain.  

 

Are you feeding or starving your brain? 

Reading feeds 
 the brain.  

It is evident that  
most minds are 

starving to death. 
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Are you feeding or starving your children’s brains? 

 

Franklin is absolutely right. Reading is necessary to raise your children as 

Christian leaders.   

 

For me personally, I mostly read non-

fiction, historical books and historical 

fiction for years. About five years ago, I 

started reading fiction; I would get hooked 

on a series and couldn’t stop reading until I 

finished the series. Since then, I try to 

alternate the types of books I read.  

 

I tried to do this with my own children, alternating fiction, novels, historical 

fiction, non-fiction, or Biblical books. If all your family reads are Biblical 

books, you’re doing your family a disservice. Although you should be 

reading the Bible every day, you should expose your kids to a wide variety 

of books so they can learn more about the world.  

 

Don’t settle only for non-fiction. Stories are the best way to communicate 

concepts. Why does God use story after story after story in the Bible?  

Stories are the easiest way to teach concepts.  Kids & adults remember 

stories more than concepts.  When you read stories, you can discuss the 

concepts & lessons in the story.  You’ll also expose your kids to different 

types of writing styles.  

 

Alternate reading 
different types of 

books: fiction, 
novels, historical 

fiction, non-fiction or 
Biblical books. 
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How to Blend All Approaches 
& Raise Christian Leaders 

 

How can we use these approaches to homeschooling to raise our children to 

be good Christian leaders?  If you would like more detailed information 

about this topic, register for our free workshop, Start School Right. You can 

register for free here:  http://Raising-Leaders.comc  

 

Lay a Firm Foundation 
 

With young kids, lay a firm foundation of Godly character. Spend more time 

at the ages of eight and under developing Godly character that will last a 

lifetime. 

 

If you have an older child, perhaps a13-year-old, 

and just now getting started, look to see if they 

have a firm foundation of Godly character? If 

they don’t have Godly character, start here. 

Consider taking a few months off 

homeschooling and work on Godly character.  

 

If your kids don’t have a good work ethic, if they don’t persevere in what 

they do, if they don’t have integrity and dignity, then they’re not going to do 

well in independent studies as an older child. So, start here if your older kids 

don’t have that Godly character they need to be successful as adults.   

 

I realize we all struggle with sin, but we’re discussing a rebellious child or 

someone who doesn’t follow through. They are totally lazy and all they want 

to do is sit in front of the TV or play video games. Start with Godly 

character. 

 

Love of Learning 
 

Next, I think we want to raise our kids to have a love of learning. We should 

center our homeschool on these two goals when our kids are twelve and 

under. We’ve discussed this in detail in other chapters. If you need a review, 

look back to the other approaches to Christian homeschooling. Here are 

some general guidelines from a few approaches. 

 

Start with Godly 
character. 

http://raising-leaders.comc/
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To develop a love of learning using the classical method, memorize concepts 

with chants, songs and games. Your kids will enjoy learning when they are 

playing games and singing songs. Unit studies also develop a love of 

learning. In unit studies, Charlotte Mason and resource-rich environment, 

it’s easy to give your kids a real life purpose for learning.  

 

With the Charlotte Mason approach, use living books to encourage a love of 

reading.  Read a good book that captures your children’s interests. Have 

them narrate the story as described in the Charlotte Mason approach. These 

are a few examples from several approaches to create a love of learning at 

young ages. 

 

Interest Driven Studies Create A Love of Learning 
 

Look at your kids’ interests and base your studies on those interests.  When 

your kids are young, this should be a primary tool in your homeschool. We 

talked about this in resource-rich environment and unit studies.  In summary, 

get many books at the library, bring them home and see which ones your 

kids want to read.  Once you discover their interests, develop a unit study or 

use resources from your home to homeschool.  

 

Share your child’s interests. Just because 

you’re not interested in it, doesn’t mean 

you should avoid that topic. Spend time 

with topics your child likes. If they’re 

into knights, you can do art, history and 

science from the middle ages. You can 

write about knights. Or, find a person 

your child admires, such as Robin Hood 

or King Arthur. Read some books and 

write about that person.  

 

Remember you don’t have to buy a 

science curriculum to encourage your 

kids to love science. Same with history. 

Find a time period they really like and move forward. If they like pyramids, 

spend time on Egypt. Find something they’re interested in and delve into it.  

 

Develop a  

Love of Learning: 

 

Classical Method: 

Memorize concepts with 

chants, songs and games. 

 

Charlotte Mason: 

Use living books to 

encourage a love of reading. 
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Books 
 

Have lots of books around your house. Whether they’re library books or 

your own books or a Kindle with 

books, give your children access to 

books. Some people are on the 

mission field and don’t have the 

luxury of having a library. If you are 

in that situation, consider purchasing 

a Kindle. You can find a wide variety 

of titles on Kindle, including free 

classics for the Kindle. This will 

encourage a love of learning through 

reading.  

 

I like the coffee table strategy, also. Keep some books on the coffee table 

and see which ones get picked up and perused.  This might spark some new 

ideas to create a love of learning. 

 

 
Structure the Time, Not the Content 
 

A Thomas Jefferson Education expounds on this important concept as you 

create a love of learning. Schedule time each day for school. During that 

scheduled time, allow your children to choose the content to study.   

 

Also spend time doing what is important to you.  For me, that was spending 

time each morning reading classics out loud.  

 

As an example of structuring the time, you may choose to do school from 9 

to 12. You don’t have to follow a specific curriculum at these young ages. 

You should teach them to read and write, working on language arts because 

children are growing in those areas.  Those are skills moms choose to review 

during the scheduled time.  The other subjects can be interest driven. With 

those other subjects, you can teach language arts. 

 

http://amzn.to/165Xcni
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Inspire, Not Require 
 

I love both of these particular phrases, which come from A Thomas Jefferson 

Education. Inspire kids to love learning instead of requiring it. If constantly 

have a checklist with a seven year old, they will grow to hate schooling. 

Even if they love math now, they will hate it in three or four years. When 

you’re a dictator or master, barking orders about school, your kids will not 

love learning. Take a step back and see how you can create a love of 

learning at these younger ages.  

 

Having said that, I know we have type A people who can’t handle too much 

free-for-all. What I suggest is a unit study. Use the unit study method and 

find a topic of interest for your unit study. Plan a week’s worth of lessons. 

 

Or, find a time period that you like and use your scheduled time to learn 

about that period. Have books to read over the next month.  Work on a 

different writing project each week. Perhaps, you do a story-writing activity 

for week one. The following week, work on a one-paragraph research paper. 

Or, spend two weeks on each writing project. 

 
 
Transitioning to Independent Studies 
 

As they get older, your children should transition into independent studies. 

During transition, your homeschool will be more 

content driven.  You will structure more content than 

you did in the young years.  

 

We slowly added an extra hour of 

homeschool studies during the ages of 

twelve and thirteen.  Your children will 

learn to study for longer periods of time.  

If your kids still struggle with Godly 

attitude, you may need to keep the chores. 

This will encourage perseverance, work 

ethic & responsibility. 

 

Inspire kids to 
love learning 

instead of 
requiring it. 

http://amzn.to/165Xcni
http://amzn.to/165Xcni
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During this time of transition, we began working on studies from a Biblical 

worlview. Personally we laid the foundation for classical studies, research 

papers and higher-level thinking.   

 

One of my favorite resources during this transition is The Elegant Essay. 

This resource gives plenty of practice on the “parts” of a well-written essay.  

You students will practice different types of introductory & conclusive 

paragraphs, as well as forming a good argument.  At the end of this resource, 

your students will have the opportunity to write specific essays.  

 

Besides helping your child to work independently and 

express his thoughts in writing, he should begin 

learning to discuss topics.  An easy & excellent 

method for homeschool discussions is using a reading 

journal.  Each day allow your child to write about his 

reading.  In the beginning, he will probably rewrite 

what was read.  As he grows in journaling, he should 

start writing his thoughts about what was read.   

 

Why use reading journals to encourage discussions? 

 

Once or twice a week, you can discuss the reading journals.  This might be a 

simple discussion between mom and child. Or, it might be a dinner table 

discussion where the entire family discusses a book they are reading & 

journaling.  During transition, your discussions might seem repetitive or 

simple. As your kids get older, they should develop better skills in 

discussing their opinions about a book or topic.   

 

When discussing a book, begin asking questions about the book and it’s 

worldview.  Lead your children in using a Biblical worldview to analyze the 

characters, the plot, the action, and so forth. 

 

Read, Write, and Discuss. 

 

It’s the perfect way to develop your children into leaders.  As leaders, they 

must be able to communicate their opinions, as well as substantiate their 

opinions with facts. 

 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/how-to-write-an-essay-the-elegant-essay-writing-lessons/
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Independent Studies 
 

But why independent studies? 

 

Independent studies actually foster a love of learning.  It’s as simple as that.  

Let me share some ideas from DIY Homeschooler about why independent 

studies promote a love of learning.  

 

 It fosters a love of learning that will carry on beyond “school years” 

through all of life. 

 It encourages research and inspires the child to find out for himself. 

 It provides an opportunity to practice those skills he is learning.  

Writing doesn’t just happen in “writing” class, and math has an 

application outside of “math” class. 

 It instills the idea that there is nothing that a child cannot know for 

himself.  That learning doesn’t come from without, but is something 

we pursue from within. 

 At the junior/senior level, projects are opportunities for documented 

research and portfolio creation. 

 It becomes a proving ground for areas of study leading to vocation. 

 

(from http://diyhomeschooler.com/10-ways-to-use-notebooking-9-research-

projects/)  

 

All in all, independent learning instills the confidence to pursue anything on 

their own. 

http://diyhomeschooler.com/10-ways-to-use-notebooking-9-research-projects/
http://diyhomeschooler.com/10-ways-to-use-notebooking-9-research-projects/
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Independent Studies in Practice 
 

All of our kids worked independently at the older ages and were more 

prepared for adult life. Not only are they prepared, they are all leaders in a 

variety of groups.  Ashley & her husband, Jesse, led the newlywed Sunday 

School class the past two years. Gentry is a leader at her job. Hunter has 

been chosen as a counselor to freshman college students during the school 

year and to kids during the summer time.   

 

All three of them have expressed these thoughts at one time or another. Last 

weekend my daughter, Gentry, and I were driving home from a birthday 

party, my parent’s birthday party. It was just the two of us in the car and she 

told me how our high school homeschool prepared her for college.  Here’s 

what she said.  

 

“Mom, the humanities course that you made us go through in high 

school was the best preparation for college.  We had to work on our 

own, write research papers, and study on our own. That’s what helped 

me get through college, that’s why my grades were so good.”  

 

Both Hunter & Gentry were, on the honor roll as a freshman in college, as 

well as the dean’s list other years.  Ashley tested out of her freshman & 

sophomore years of college and completed her Bachelor’s degree in 2 ½ 

years. 

 

I don’t say this to brag, but to share a true story of how independent studies 

helped all three of my kids get started right in college.   

 

Gentry is 23 years old and looking back on 

her high school years.  She realizes that 

those independent study years were great 

preparation for college.  Requiring her to  

study on her own and use good study skills 

have helped her as an adult.   

 

All three of our kids have an excellent work ethic. They have received 

superb feedback from their supervisors at work.  This has been true as a 

camp counselor, a teacher and an intern.  

 

Requiring her to 
study on her own 

and use good study 
skills have helped 
her as an adult. 
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As we meet their supervisors, we are pleasantly encouraged by the 

outstanding job they are doing and the feedback we receive from their 

bosses. Independent studies promote a good work ethic.  
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Christian Leadership Approach: Strengths 
 

1. Age appropriate activities 

2. Creates a love of learning and lifetime learners 

3. Biblical character foundation 

4. Provides tools of learning 

5. Develops independent learners and thinkers. 

 

You do use age-appropriate activities, which his similar to the classical 

model. It will create a love of learning, and I think lifetime learners if you 

follow this model. You’ve got a good biblical character foundation that you 

want to have a solid, I should say, I foundation. It will provide the tools of 

learning, just like I talked about, independent studies; develops independent 

learners and thinkers. 

 
Christian Leadership Approach: Weaknesses 
 

1. Parent reads along with students 

2. More time for parent to mentor 

3. Might be too loose of schedule with younger kids 

4. Older kids spend more time on academics and less on real life skills 

 

Parents are going to have to read along with the students. You become a 

mentor so when my kids were reading books in high school I was reading 

alongside them and I was journaling with them. For some parents, that’s 

very difficult, it might be stressful for them. It takes more time, like I said, 

for the parent to mentor. 

 

It might be too loose of a schedule with younger kids, like I was mentioning. 

For some parents, that might freak you out. 

 

Finally, older kids send more time on academics and less on real life skills, 

if you really ramp up the rigor.  

 

For our family, we did a blend again. My children were involved in sports in 

high school, they did have rigorous academics, and they actually worked as 

well. A blending of outside activities, academics & work.  One thing we 

protected was family time, especially eating dinner together as a family each 

night.  Besides Jesus Christ, this was the glue that kept our family together – 

family devotions at breakfast & dinner as a family daily.   
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How To Implement a Christian  
Leadership Approach 

 

 
Younger Kids 
 

Create a love of learning and work on Godly character. There are many 

ideas on creating a love of learning in past chapters, 

especially classical, Charlotte Mason and unit 

studies.  You’ll also find plenty of ideas on Godly 

character in those chapters as well.   

 

Generally speaking, this is a more relaxed time in 

your homeschool, but we still had some structure 

when my kids were young. I’m sort of a half type-A 

person. I can be flexible to a degree but I can’t just 

wake up and say, “Let’s see, what do you all want 

to do today?” I needed a little more structure than 

that.  

 

We had structure, but we also let each child pursue 

their own interests.  Behind the scenes Steve and I 

discussed which topics or studies were important to us.  After we worked on 

those topics, we freely studied the children’s interests.  Some of the 

important topics to us were learning to read, write and discuss from a 

Biblical worldview.  

 

Middle Aged Kids 
 

This is a transition time from a more relaxed approach in the younger ages to 

more formal academics in the older ages. Kids become a little more 

independent in their studies.  

 

I specifically remember Hunter’s 9
th

  grade year. He was the baby of the 

family and I’ve been told that I spoiled him.  During his ninth grade, I had 

to be sure he could start working on his own.  At fourteen years old, this was 

a transition year for him.   
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Up until 9
th

  grade, I planned his studies, giving him a weekly plan for him 

to follow. He loved checking off the boxes as he completed each task.  In 9
th

 

grade, it was time to make a slight change. During this transition year, we 

spent Mondays together, planning what he would do for the week.  As an 

example, in Physical Science we decided to cover a particular chapter in two 

weeks. On Mondays, we would decide how to break up the chapter. Hunter 

would write down his schedule. By January, he knew how to break it down 

and what material to cover each week.  This is true for all subject areas he 

was studying.  Mondays were spent planning for the rest of the week. What 

a great study skill to pass along to your kids.  

 

Older Kids 
 

Not only do you want to give your older kids great study skills, they also 

need to improve in reading, writing, and discussing classics. It is very 

important that your children are reading, writing, keeping a writing journal, 

and discussing classics. In our family, discussions occurred at the dinner 

table.  

 

Maybe you feel as I did, “I have certain things we have to cover before my 

kids leave home.”  

 

I’d like to share a little outside-the-box way of covering subjects that you 

feel like your state is requiring or you need to do before college. Andrew 

Pudewa, who founded Excellence In Writing, shared a story with me one 

time; it was about one of his daughters who would study Biology that year. 

He gave his daughter the Biology textbook and told her, “I want you go to 

through this textbook and pick 10 topics that are interesting to you.” So she 

had a couple days to skim the textbooks and decide her list of 10 topics.  

 

Andrew put the textbook away and implemented read, write, and discuss. 

Each month she studied one of her topics. She read and studied that topic 

from library books. She wrote about that topic and discussed that topic at the 

end of the month. The first week is spent on research, while the next two 

weeks are spent on writing. The last week is finalizing the paper on that 

topic and eventually discussing it with her dad. What a great way to cover 

Biology by using real books as your foundation.   

 

This is also a terrific exercise to help children learn to make decisions. When 

they must decide which information to include in their monthly paper, they 

http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/homeschool-language-arts/
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must “decide” what is most important. If you’re always telling them what to 

do and what to include, they will never become good decision makers. 

They’ll never become a good leader.  

 

Mentoring Older Kids 
 

Mentoring goes along with our Biology example. Andrew Pudewa was 

mentoring because he was coming alongside his daughter. You are guiding 

your kids along the learning process.  

 

You are guiding your kids 
along the  

learning process. 
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Resources for the Christian  
Leadership Approach: 

 

 

Raising Leaders Not Followers *FREE WORKSHOP*  by Kerry 

Beck 
General idea of Christian leadership approach and creating a love of  

learning with your kids.  

  

Raising Leaders Not Followers, by Kerry Beck 
General idea of Christian leadership approach and creating a love of  

learning with your kids.  

 

Teach Your Child “How to Think” with Mentoring, by Kerry Beck 
Details about transition time, older kids, mentoring and independent studies. 

 

Hop Off the Conveyer Belt: Tips and Stories, by Kerry Beck 
Real-life stories compiled from homeschool moms - tips and tricks, with real-life 

stories of what worked and what didn’t work. 

 

TruthQuest History  
One of the best guides to help you go through history with a Biblical 

worldview. 

If you need a little more structure, pick a time period and use it as a basis 

for your love of learning. Lists of books at all different ages. Guides for 

both younger and older kids. 

 

Institute for Excellence in Writing 
As you already know, Excellence in Writing is my favorite writing resource, helps at 

all ages.  

 

When your kids are young & interested in pyramids, use the Ancient History Based 

Writing Lessons and integrate ancient writing lessons into your history 

studies.  

 

If your kids are interested in Narnia, you get the  Following Narnia 

Writing Lessons . You’ll have a whole year’s worth of writing lessons 

already planned out for you.  

 

Writing lessons that work and actually teach your kids how to write, not 

just spend time on brainstorming, webbing, columns and all that. IEW’s purpose is to 

improve your children’s writing. 

 

http://www.raising-leaders.com/
http://www.raising-leaders.com/books.html
http://www.raising-leaders.com/books.html
http://www.raising-leaders.com/books.html
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/history/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/resources/homeschool-language-arts/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/following-narnia-writing-lessons-in-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/following-narnia-writing-lessons-in-structure-style/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/following-narnia-writing-lessons-in-structure-style/
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http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool 
 

Finally, on my Pinterest board, How To Homeschool, you’ll find a 

board about Christian Leadership Approach. There’s also a big board 

on Approaches to Homeschooling with hundreds of ideas on 

homeschooling.  

 

http://pinterest.com/howtohomeschool
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Homework: 
 

How do you figure out what approach is best for you and for your family? 

 

It all goes back to what is your philosophy of education? How do you define 

an educated person? You need to look at the goals you have for your 

children and your family. Which approach matches your philosophy and 

your goals?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I share that my Christian leadership approach met my goals, 

realize they are meeting my goals, not necessarily your goals or your 

children’s goals. My goals are for my children to learn how to think 

critically and biblically.  

 

Another goal was for my kids to love learning and become Godly 

leaders. They don’t have to lead the whole community or the United 

States, but every single one of them is going to lead their family. Hunter 

is going to lead his family as the male leader of the family, the girls are 

going to lead their family as moms raising their children, spending most 

of their time with their kids. They must be leaders as well. That was my 

thought process in choosing the Christian leadership approach, it met my 

particular goals. 
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Other questions to consider: 

 

What ages are your kids?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which approach appeals to you the most?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which approach will allow your children to gain the tools of learning, love 

of learning, or become lifelong learners? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember:  

 

You may use a different approach with different kids because sometimes we 

have special needs kids. Sometimes a child is weak in one area and not 

another.   

 

Get away by yourself for an hour or two.  Either let dad watch the kids or get 

a babysitter. Go off to the coffee shop and think through it all for a moment. 

Pray about God’s direction for your homeschool. Think what would work 

best to meet your goals. If you’re picking willy-nilly, you’re not meeting the 

goals. 

 

Pray about what God wants you to do and what is best for your family. 

Prayer is vital.  
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Questions: Christian Leadership 
Approach to Christian Homeschooling 

 

Hi, Kerry, I’m Pastor Mom of three under the age of five. I currently have 

Tuesdays and Thursdays off and I want to use these days to start 

homeschooling my kids part-time. Do you think this can work as a 

transition? 

 

I think if you have two days off and your kids are five and under, you can 

definitely do this.  I usually tell moms who want to do kindergarten type 

activities, they can homeschool about one hour each day.  If you spend an 

hour a day with your child, you can teach them how to read 

independently, read good books aloud and a corresponding fun activity.  

This is plenty for a five-year old to do in homeschool. 

 

If you can’t do it every day, adjust your schedule to work with your kids 

when you are home. As an example, work for an hour in the morning and 

an hour in the afternoon on Tuesdays & Thursdays. That may be too long 

in the beginning. Maybe it should just be 30 minutes for each session. In 

the morning you work on some reading: how to read, learning phonics 

rules, practicing reading to mom. In the afternoon, read a good book and 

follow-up with an activity that goes along with your book.  Or, fix a 

snack that goes along with that book. 

 

When working with preschoolers and kindergarten students, my favorite 

resource is Five In A Row. If you use Five In A Row, along with a 

phonics program, you’ll have a great year with your five-year old. You 

don’t really need anything else.  

 

Phonics Program 
If you are looking for an excellent phonics 

program, I highly Primary Arts of 

Language for Reading (PAL-Reading).  

You can see my video review on our 

website at: 

http://HowToHomeschoolMyChild.com/iew/primary-arts-of-language-reading/ . 

This program  makes learning to read an enjoyable activity.  It includes 

http://amzn.to/1cGCGuP
http://amzn.to/1cGCGuP
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/primary-arts-of-language-reading/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/primary-arts-of-language-reading/
http://howtohomeschoolmychild.com/iew/primary-arts-of-language-reading/
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games throughout the entire program.  Remember that kids respond to 

games because it makes learning to read fun.  

I’ve had homeschool moms who used other resources tell me PAL-

Reading saved their homeschool. One mom in particular said her son got 

to lesson 40 out of 100 in a different program, and banged his head on the 

table saying, “I’m not doing this anymore.” They transitioned to Primary 

Arts of Language and had a wonderful experience. Yet she had a 

daughter who had learned to read with the 100 lessons with no problem. 

Her response to me, “I’m not going back to that, I don’t care, we’re 

sticking with Primary Arts of Language  because it works so well.”  

 

I had another person tell me their child didn’t make it to lesson 10 until 

she started complaining.  They moved to Primary Arts of Language. It 

works. It’s fun. Way. It encourages a love of learning.  

 

Five In A Row  
Each manual in the Five In A Row series uses 15 

storybooks or classic picture. Make Way for 

Ducklings and Blueberries for Sal are two I 

remember well. You read that book every day for 

five days in a row.  Each day you will follow the read 

aloud with an activity.  In the Five In A Row manual, 

you will find several activities for each book. One 

day you might do a science activity. The next day 

you might do a music activity. And the next day you might cook 

something together.  All books are included in the geography activity.  

An icon for each book is provided for you to use on a map.  We taped 

each icon to a map, signifying where they story took place.   

 

It’s your choice which activities your kids will do. Five In A Row makes 

reading aloud and learning fun.  It also exposes your kids to a wide 

variety of subject areas. 

 

If you only have two days each week, you can use one book for two 

weeks.  You’ll chose four activities for your kids. I personally used Five 

In A Row with Hunter through the end of first grade. In first grade, he 

practiced reading independently, worked on copywork and concluded 

with a Five In A Row reading & activity.  
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Here’s my recommendation: 

1. Use Five In A Row, even if your child hasn’t learned to read. It’s 

just fun.  

2. Start using Primary Arts of Language Reading 

3. When you’re finished PAL-Reading, move to Primary Arts of 

Language Writing. Primary Arts of Language Writing continues 

into first & second grade, teaching how to write letters, words, 

sentences, paragraphs, and stories. 

 

 My three and five year old are going to Montessori part-time but my goal 

is to stay home with them as much as I can and homeschool. 

 

If they’re going to Montessori School, I would do some fun activities 

when they are home with you. Five In A Row is still a good resource to 

use & a fun way to instill a love of learning. For me, it was a terrific way 

to do something I love, which was reading.  As I used Five In A Row, I 

was also able to share my love of reading with my kids.  I was modeling 

an activity that was important to me. My kids saw me reading out loud to 

them on a regular basis.  

 

I’ve homeschooled from the beginning with my son who is now 12 years 

old. He hates to write and is behind in math, what would you suggest? 

 

Behind in Math 
I discussed teaching math in the Classical Approach chapter. You might 

check those comments, also.  

 

I had a child who hated math.  At about 11 years old, I took her off 

formal math for half of a year. I was pleasantly surprised how this 

changed her attitude.  When we put her back on math, I took a different 

approach.  In the past, I bought every resource or contraption I could find 

to learn the multiplication tables. She was still struggling in math so I 

gave her a times table chart.  I told her, “Look at the times table chart any 

time you need it for an answer.” By the time she was in Algebra, she had 

memorized her facts. I think her brain was just not thinking 

mathematically until 13 or 14 years old.  Some kids develop a little bit 

later. She’s still not a big numbers person, but she often helps her friends 

in college math. 
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So, you might take some time off formal math.  It might be the trick to 

change his attitude.  

 

The math program I like best is Math-U-See.  For struggling math 

students, it is excellent because it helps kids understand the math before 

they start learning shortcuts.  Students “see” mathematics before learning 

algorithms, which is opposite of public schools. Public schools just want 

the right answer. Most curricula simply want the student to get the right 

answer, not necessarily understand what they are doing.   

 

Hates Writing 
For a child that hates writing, the shortest answer I can give is Institute 

for Excellence In Writing (IEW). I think it will change kids’ attitudes 

about writing. The number one reason kids hate to write is “I don’t know 

what to write about.” Excellence In Writing solves that problem because 

they tell them what to write about.  

 

IEW now has multiple books and resources to teach writing, on a variety 

of topics.  If I were working with a child who did not like to write, I 

would find something of interest to them.  From there, I would base my 

writing lessons on that topic. IEW offers a wide variety of topics in their 

theme-based writing lessons.  

 

For instance, your child might be interested in life science, so you can 

use the Life Science Based Writing Lessons. Or, if they like The 

Chronicles of Narnia, use IEW’s Following Narnia Writing Lessons. 

Each of the theme-based writing lessons covers 9 units based on 

Teaching Writing: Structure & Style. These manuals give  them the tools 

for writing and teach systematically how to write.  

 

Our Writing Story 
When my daughters were young, I registered them for an IEW workshop 

in Houston. They didn’t want to write; they didn’t like writing. They 

complained for two weeks prior to the workshop and the drive down to 

Houston. The workshop lasted four days. On the way home they wrote 

the entire time – 1½ hours. Andrew Pudewa and his approach completely 

changed their attitude about writing. 
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So I highly recommend any & all IEW products. Another approach using 

IEW products is to start with Student Writing Intensive A, B, or C.  SWI is 

the video of the workshop my daughters attended. Your child will receive 

the same information from Andrew Pudewa that Ashley & Gentry 

received.  Your child is 12 years old, so I’d suggest using Student Writing 

Intensive Level B. He will watch videos of Andrew Pudewa teaching the 

Student Writing Intensive lessons. Mr. Pudewa is entertaining and the 

kids love him. Even if they don’t want to write, they’ll want to watch the 

videos because he is just a great teacher. He pulls out the best in kids. 

IEW will help change their attitude for writing. 

 

My child can’t memorize the fact families. What would you do? 

 

At 12 years old, my child could not memorize the facts families, either. I 

bought software. She played Math Blaster. We had all sorts of 

multiplication games. We used flash cards and timed tests.  Still she 

couldn’t remember her facts.  

 

So I gave her the times table chart and moved on.  Children will learn the 

facts when they need them or when they’re developmentally ready to 

memorize them.  By the time she was in Algebra, she no longer used the 

times table chart.  Either she got tired of looking up the facts or she was 

developmentally ready to remember the facts.  Let’s face it, 

multiplication is abstract and abstract thinking occurs in the later years of 

homeschooling.  Give your kids grace. Give them time. 

 

What was the recommendation for IEW for the 12-year-old? 

 

Student Writing Intensive Level B   

 

If you go to our website, HowToHomeschoolMyChild.com, look under 

resources and languages arts, all our IEW products are listed there. Look 

for Student Writing Intensive, A, B, or C, and click on the B.  You can 

watch the video review on each of the webpages. Student Writing 

Intensive courses have a 15-week lesson plan to cover one semester. 

 

The reason I suggested Student Writing Intensive, instead of the $49 

theme-based writing courses is it is foundational to most of the IEW 

products.  After Student Writing Intensive, choose a theme-based writing 

lesson manual that is interesting to your child.  
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Another reason I recommend Student Writing Intensive is the probability 

of changing your child’s attitude toward writing as he interacts with 

Andrew Pudewa on the video. Kids respond extremely well to him. He is 

a great teacher, he is funny, and he will help switch that attitude in your 

child. 

 

Use this upcoming year to change your child’s attitude towards writing, 

while giving him a good foundation of writing on his own.   

 

Teaching Writing: Structure & Style vs. Student Writing Intensive 

 

Now, to be perfectly honest, Student Writing Intensive goes along with 

Teaching Writing: Structure & Style, (TWSS) so let me explain the 

difference between the two. Then you can go online and look at my 

reviews. Teaching Writing: Structure & Style teaches moms how to teach 

writing. Everything you need to teach through 8
th

 – 10
th

 grade can be 

found in Teaching Writing: Structure & Style.  

 

All of IEW’s theme-based writing lessons (Ancient History, Medieval 

History, US History, Life Science, Following Narnia, Rockets, 

Geography, Bible, etc) are based on the nine units in Teaching Writing: 

Structure & Style. You will be a better writing teacher/homeschool mom 

if you go through TWSS workshop. It’s a two-day workshop where moms 

go through all nine units with Andrew Pudewa. Since you can’t always 

fly across the country to see him live, you can get the recordings and the 

workbook to work on your own.  

 

Student Writing Intensive teaches students how to write and helps them 

write better. Teaching Writing: Structure & Style teaches moms how to 

teach writing. Hopefully you see the difference. SWI is for kids; TWSS is 

for moms. I think the Student Writing Intensive will help with your kids’ 

attitude.  

 

Student Writing Intensive is a one-semester course with 15 weeks of 

lesson plans.  The lesson plans are very specific, telling you when to 

watch each part of the DVD and what exercises and assignments to give 

your child before watching the next portion of the DVD. 
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Teaching Writing: Structure & Style is mom learning on her own, how to 

teach writing, how to encourage your child in writing well.   

 

All the theme-based writing lesson manuals (Bible Writing, Character 

Writing, Life Science Writing, History Based Writing, etc) are one year 

courses that cover all 9 writing units.  

 

After SWI, you could also consider the Student Intensive Continuation 

Course, which is another video course with Andrew Pudewa.  You may 

use this single course for one or two years.  There are lesson plans to help 

you plan accordingly.  My kids love all of the video courses because they 

could watch Mr. Pudewa.  

 

If you don’t want to use the video courses, then pick one of the theme-

based writing. 
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Three R’s for Homeschool Moms 
 

I’d like to share my favorite 3 R’s of homeschooling. Nope, I’m not talking 

about reading, writing & ‘rithmetic. God keeps bringing a different set to 

mind, so I’m sharing the 3 R’s for homeschool moms. 

 

Rest 

Relax 

Rejoice 

 

As homeschool moms, we have so much 

on our plate, especially cooking, 

cleaning & chauffeuring. That’s in 

addition to educating our kids. With a 

busy schedule, it’s so easy to become 

productivity-oriented and forget the real 

reason we are homeschooling. 

 

“To glorify God & raise our children to 

love, honor & enjoy Him” 

 

So take a break. That’s a coffee break 

with chocolate, if you’re like me. Let’s 

talk about God’s priorities. 

 

1. Rest 

 

First of all, God wants us to REST. 

 

Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him Psalm 37:7 

 

Many years ago, Andrew Kern reminded me that homeschoolers need to rest 

in God.  Set aside the temptation to look at productivity or compare your 

homeschool to others.   

 

Hey, I’m speaking to myself as much as anyone.  
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Do you ever write something on your “to do” list, just so you can check it 

off?  I sure do. That’s being focused on productivity instead of a relationship 

with God & your kids.   

 

I am slowly learning I need to take a back seat and let God lead me in my 

life…in my homeschooling. To let Him lead in reading, writing, math, 

history, science  - I need to rest in my God.  When I rest in Him, I am 

assured that we accomplished the right things today. 

 

2. Relax & Refresh 

 

Hebrews 4:10 reminds us to rest from our own works. 

 

For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his 

works as God did from His. Hebrews 4:10 

 

We are called to rest from our own works, just like God rested on the 

seventh day.  Do you rest?  Do you have a day of rest each week? 

 

Sundays are devoted to rest in my family.  OK…I cook lunch when we get 

home from church so we can enjoy a family meal together. But for the most 

part, I do not use my computer to check facebook or email.  I rest from 

electronics & my daily routine. I usually spend my Sundays sewing or 

crafting, which is relaxing to me.  That leads me to the 2
nd

 R. 

 

Homeschool moms need to relax, too! 

 

You need a break. You need to relax & refresh so you can continue to 

homeschool, continue to serve your family. 

 

When I was homeschooling, I often took a break after the kids went to bed. I 

drew a hot bubble bath and settled in with a copy of Southern Living.  Just 

20 minutes by myself would do the trick. I was relaxed & refreshed…ready 

to serve my family again. 

 

What relaxes you? 

 

When can you relax? 
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Talk to your spouse if you can’t find a time to relax in your busy schedule.  

He might see a way to help you relax, so you are refreshed to serve again. 

 

3. Rejoice 

 

Last, but not least:  Rejoice in God!  Since January of this year, I have 

focused on praising God & rejoicing in what He is doing in my family. 

 

The easiest way I found to praise & rejoice in God is to read a Psalm each 

morning.  I read it aloud and think about the words.  It focuses my words & 

thoughts on God for the rest of the day. It helps me to not complain about 

the day, or about my spouse, or about what goes wrong in homeschooling. 

 

You can include your kids in a daily Psalm reading, too.  Let them begin the 

habit of rejoicing at an early age. 

 

Rejoice in the Lord, again I say rejoice. Philippians 4:4 

 

(image of Ashley & me) A week ago I was working in a San Salvadoran 

orphanage with my daughter.  This was our memory verse for the orphans 

and neighbor kids.   

 

Picture this.  

 

Some of the neighborhood kids had never taken a shower until we installed 

one 2 years ago. Some of the orphans have never traveled more than a few 

miles from the orphanage.  Some of the neighbors have plastic bags for 

roofs. We have so much more. 

 

Yet, we were discussing joy over pouting, thankfulness instead of 

complaining. 

 

Rejoicing in God will keep you focused on what’s most important. 

As homeschool moms, surely we need to rejoice in as God works in our life 

and our family’s lives. We live in a safe neighborhood. Our children are 

growing up to love God & believe He is the answer to any & all problems.   

 

Rejoice in that! 
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Conclusion 
 

He also says, “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace that we 

may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” Maybe you do 

feel like pulling your hair out, maybe you’re just going crazy and you just 

never get a moment, even when you go to the bathroom, they seem to all run 

in there also with you and you’re like, “I can’t even go to the bathroom by 

myself.” Go to God. Go boldly to him, he will give you mercy and he will 

give you grace and you may feel like you do need him and you need him 

first and then you can sort of move forward in deciding what to do with your 

homeschool. Rejoice where he is, the kids that he’s given you, the family 

you have, the spouse you have, the opportunity to homeschool, not all moms 

and families are able to take hold of that opportunity. 

 

You may still be sort of freaking out about all 

this, “Well, if I followed this method or that 

method, I may not cover fractions at the right 

time or, oh, my gosh, my kids may not learn 

about black holes in the sky.” Well, let me 

tell you, any way that you homeschool there 

are going to be gaps. You need to approach 

the homeschooling and just realize there are 

going to be gaps, everyone has gaps. You just have to choose which ones 

you will have. Is it going to be a character gap or an academic gap? Is it 

going to be a math gap or writing gap? Think about your kids, some kids 

need more help in certain areas or maybe they have an ability, a gift in a 

certain area and you really want to pursue that to encourage that gift in them. 

There will be gaps, you just need to decide which gaps you’re going to have. 

 

Finally, read this with me:  

 

“Hear O’ Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One, you shall love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with 

all your strength. And these words which I command you today 

shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your 

children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when 

you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 

You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as 

Everyone is going 
to have gaps…you 

have to choose 
which ones you 

will have. 
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frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts 

of your house and on your gates.”  

 

I think this just summarizes to a T what we’re doing in homeschooling. You 

are to teach your kids diligently and it shouldn’t just be, okay, we just teach 

from 9-12, it should be an all-day occurrence. Homeschooling should be a 

lifestyle. When you sit in the house, we 

should be teaching them. When we walk by 

the way we need to be teaching our kids. 

When we lie down and rise up, we should be 

teaching them. We should have education all 

around us, resource-rich environment as a sign on your hand, frontlets 

between your eyes, on your doorposts, we should have all sorts of materials 

and resources around us to educate our kids and to truly homeschool them in 

all areas of life. Realize that whatever you are doing, you are training your 

children. Maybe not formal training, but training nonetheless. You must 

decide what will happen during those hours of walking, sitting, and working. 

Your children will see what is most important to you. Seek God and he will 

show you how best to educate your child. 

 

Remember, education and school are not equivalent. John Gatto talked about 

education and schooling. So education and school are not equivalent.  

 

What do you want for your kids? 

 

An education or a schooling? 
 

 

Homeschooling 
should be a 

lifestyle. 
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About the Author 
 

I’m Kerry Beck and here’s my family… 

I was taking this picture.  Doesn’t Mom always take the pictures? 

 

Steve & I married back in 1985 (27 years ago).  Ashley is our oldest and is married to 

Jesse. She teaches at-risk kids in East Austin & Jesse just began his new job with 

Samsung. 

Gentry works at SMU (Southern Methodist University) Athletics producing men’s 

basketball games.  Hunter is a junior at Texas A&M University, studying Marketing at 

the Mays Business School. 

So…I’m a retired homeschooler. I hope I can share the lessons I learned so you can do 

better in your homeschool. 
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Homeschooling Helps 

Not only will I share fun activities to use in your 

homeschooling, I want to encourage you in what God is 

teaching her. 

I regularly reviews homeschool curriculum.  Check out some 

of my video reviews today.  You’ll feel like you are sitting 

across the table from me and “looking” at the manual 

yourself. 

Speaking 

Popular Workshops 

 Approaches to Homeschooling 

 Start School Right 

 Leaders are Made, Not Born: Raising Christian 

Leaders from Childhood 
 5 Clues to Putting Christ Back in Your Christmas 

 A Father’s Stew: Biblical Integration of Family, 

Work, Ministry 

 Teaching Your Children About Finances & Debt 

 How To Start Your Own Business…for Families 

& Teens 

I speak at a variety of seminars & conferences.  I’ve been the 

keynote speaker at the West Virginia homeschool book show. 

I’ve also been a featured speaker at CHEA (Orlando, California), Modesto, SETHSA 

(Houston), CHEACT (Austin), Arkansas State Book Fair, NCHE (Winston-Salem), 

HEAV (Virginia). 

I enjoy participating in a variety of online speaking opportunities and webinars, such as 

the Ultimate Homeschool Expo and Talk-A-Latte.  My daughters & I founded the week-

long teleseminar, Homeschool Super Heroes, that jumpstarts each new school year in 

August. 

Popular Blog Posts 

 Oreo Phases of the Moon 

 Bean Plant Experiment for Kids 

 Surviving As A Homeschool Mom 
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Writing 

Along with my husband Stephen, I am an author for Homeschooling 

Today.  Some of our books include: 

 A Father’s Stew: Biblical Integration of Family, 

Work, Ministry 

 Raising Leaders, Not Followers: Christian Perspective 

of Leadership Education 

 Star of Bethlehem Family Study Guide 
 Skies of the Cross: An Easter Study 

 Advent, Christmas & Epiphany Celebrations 
 Approaches to Homeschooling, especially for newbies 

Let’s Connect 

I enjoy meeting with young moms to encourage them in raising, educating and 

encouraging their own kids, even if it’s online. 

I also have a strong desire to show families ways to give children a love of learning. In 

my spare time, I enjoy cooking, scrapbooking, quilting and visiting with her friends.  Did 

I say I enjoys food?   

I’d love to connect with you through email, facebook, twitter, pinterest or youtube.  

Please let me know how I can help you or your homeschooling group. 
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